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To expofe Vice, and make people laugh with 
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?^)flGJ("*lT being a problem iri 
^ ^ S politics, capable of the 
Shl)90Q(jn( cleareft and moft per- 
fe<3: demonftration, that out of 
the many thoufands who will^ 
doubtlefs, receive infinite fatif- 
fadtion and improvement from 
the following work, at leaft fome 
few hundreds may be incited by 
thfit laudable curiofity particu- 
larly imprinted upon the minds 

a of 
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of the learned, to know as much 
as poflible refpedling the author 
or compiler ; as, for inftance, 
whether he was a Roficrufian, or 
a man of the commoft form;., 
and if the.latter> whether he was 
a big man or a little man, a fat 
or a lean man, a fair or a black 
oile } with many other particu- 
lars, equally entertaining, inte- 
refting, and edifying; I think, 
myfelf indutyand honefty bound, 
as a BritiQi fubjed: and a good 
Chriftian, to give the loyal peo- 
ple of Great Britain, Ireland^ and 
the Plantatk)nis abroad, all the 
f^tisfaiftion I am able in the mat- 
ter, which they are defired ta 
take as follows : 

As 
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As I was, fome time iince, 
fauntering away a leifure hour in 
the Park, diverting myfelf with 
the variety of objefts fluttering 
and buftling around me, I waa 
fuddenly, but very gravely and 
formally, accofted by a tall thin 
man, of a ferious afped:, dreffed 
in a long black cloak and a flap- 
ped hat, with a fword by his fide, 
the point of which extended a 
full yard beyond the extremity 
of his cloak. 

This grave perfon, after a 
formal falutation,defired to know 
whether I was not ufually ad- 
dreflfed by the name of ** * * *. 
Upon my anfwering in the affir- 

a 2 mative. 
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mative> he opened his cloak, and 
taking out of his pocket a neat 
parcel, in appearance like a ma- 
nufcript, wrapt up very curiouf- 
ly in green vellum, he prefent- 
ed it to me w^ith the following 
addrefs : 

" The inclofed manufcript. 
Sir, I compofed fome years ago, in 
the Spanifti tongue, and intended 
to have publiftied it in my own 
country, for the benefit arvd emo- 
lument of my brother Spaniards; 
but when I came to make the 
proper applications to the book- 
fellers and publifliers amongft 
us ' for that purpofe, they gave 
me, for my encouragement, fuch 
a ftriking pifture of the horrors 

of 
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of an inquifition, and the dread- 
ful punifhments which are in- 
Ai&cd upon all , ftate criminals, 
in the number of which they af- 
fured me I fhould moft certain- 
ly be ranked, that I entertained, 
fuch a difguft againft my native 
country, being enthufiaftically 
fond of liberty, as to form a re- 
folution in my own mincj not to 
entruft them with the rich trea- 
fure I have now committed to 
your care, but to difcard my 
warm attachments to it, and em- 
bark myfelf, my genius, and my 
works, for this country of your*s, 
fo celebrated of late, as the only 
land of perfect liberty and free- 
dom in the wcirld. 

a 3 ** Here 



( vi ) 

/' Here I propofed to fettle 
myfelf, in order to acquire as 
complete a knowlcgc as poffiblc 
of your language, and then to 
trtnflate my work into the fame, 
and afterwards publifli it as an 
encomium upon the happy con- 
ftitution of your native foil. 

^* Accordingly, in the fpace of 
fcven years, I have been enabled 
to execute and complete my plan, 
with what fuccefs, as to the lan- 
guage, you who are a native muft 
be the propereft judge. All I can 
fayformyfelf is, that I have exert- 
ed my beft abilities in the exe- 
cution, that the language may be 
anfwerable to the matter, the 
6 ftile 
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iiiJe equal to the noblenefd of 
the fubjedt^ and the manner 
open, free^ and generous, in a 
way adequate to thofe fentiments 
of liberty and freedom with 
which I find my foul infpired. 

^^ As foon as I had completed 
my tranflation, and brought it to 
as great a degree dF perfection as 
my abilities permitted, and, in 
my own opinion, properly pre- 
pared it for the prcfs, I took the 
copy, and prefented it to one of 
the moft eminent bookfellers in 
this your great metropolis, de- 
firing him, after an attentive pe- 
rufal, to take the care of its pub- 
lication, as I doubted not fuch a 
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laboured treatife upon the prinr 
ciples of true liberty, mufl be 
vaftly agreeable to every confti?- 
tution in a land of perfed: free- 
dom. 

*' For this purpofe I left the 
manufcript in his hands, for the 
fpace of at leaft twelve hours ; 
after which, when I called upon 
him again for an anfwer, he, to 
my vaft furprize and aftonifti- 
ment, returned me my copy 
with the following remarkable 
expreffions : 
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Sir, I perceive you are an 
** utter ftranger to the manners, 
*' cuftoms, and laws of the counr 

** try 
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*' try you now are in ; and, in 
pity to your ignorance, I am 
willing to overlook your bold- 
nefs in attempting to draw me 
*' in as an inftrument to mifre- 
^'prefent and revile our happy 
*' conftitution. I would not for 
the world be concerned in any 
fuch publication : my ears 
would moft certainly be the 
*' facrifice ; and my fhop, trade, 
" and bufinefs, be fubjecft to the 
" extenfive power and influence 
of a fecretary's warrant. No, 
no. Sir ; however ferioufly you 
may think of, the affair, and 
however great the merit of 
your performance may be, I 
fhan't go about to facrifice my 
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^* peace, welfare, profperityi and 
** fuccefs in trade, to the fchemes 
^* of a projeftor, or the edition 
<* of an Utopia. If you had 
** employed half the time this 
** work muft have coft you, in 
•* writing a romance or a novel 
** in the modem way, or com- 
** pofing fomcthing in the Slian- 

*' dean llilc, I could have faid 

• 

** fome thing to you, and have 
*• published your copy with cre- 
^*dit and advantage to myfelf: 
** but the examples of a Wilkes, 
^* &c, &c. &c. are too recent 
•* both in my eyes and my ears 
** to refleft upon without horror 
•* and apprehenfion. No, Sir ; 
** you arc totally unacquainted in 

'' the 
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^' the nature of our glorious con- 
*' ftitution : but I fay no more, 
'* only I would advife you to turn 
" your ftudies another way ; and 
if you can prefent me with any 
compofition that I can get pro- 
fit by in the way of my trade, 
** without hazard to my fortune 
" or my ears, no perfon fhall be 
" more ready to ferve you in a . 
*' decent way ; but till then I 
" am your humble fervant, and 
" defire to hear no more about 
" any fuch matters," 

<* After this extraordinary ha- 
rangue, he left me abruptly to 
purfue my own rcfledlions with- 
out moleilation. 

<' Satif- 
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'* Satisfied, and fully convin- 
ced by this folid reafoning, that 
liberty only exifts in idea, even 
amongft you in this boafted land 
of freedom, I am refolved to 
feek out fome far diftant defart 
iiland, where I may indulge the 
genius that animates my foul in 
its full extent, w^ithout being fub- 
jcd: to the favours of the great, 
the fneers of the little, and the 
.felfifhnefs of all amongft you. 

** But before I take a final 
farewel, as a teftimony of the 
principles of my foul, though a 
Spaniard and a catholic, I intruft 
you with thofe papers I have 
committed to your care, with 

full 
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fiill and free liberty to do with 
them as you fhall judge moft 
prudent and proper. I think I 
know both your temper and your 
abilities-; and am perfuadcd, 
that though you was born and 
educated amongft the bogs of 
Ireland, your heart is animated 
with the warmeft and fincereft 
afFedtion for your country, your 
fovercign, your laws, and your 
privileges ; and that the moft ar- 
dent wifli of your foul is the 
fame that animates my own, That 
religious and civil freedom, in 
their full extent, may become 
the portion even of the meaneft 
of your countrymen, with all 
their genuine genial influence and 

power. 
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power, when they (hall be ca-* 
pable of entertaining any be- 
coming ideas thereof, which I 
am fatisfied and perfuaded, from 
my own experience, they are by 
no means qualified for at prcfent, 
whatever they may be in fome 
future happier period. I wifli 
you as much happinefs as caa 
exift in a region of flaves. As 
to myfelf, I am determined to 
live free, if I live in a defart. 
All I beg is, that you will take 
becoming care of my truft. My 
friend, adieu." 

Here he made a moil formal 
congee, and walked away with 
all the gravity, folemnity, and 

grandeur. 
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l^randeur, becoming his country^ 

v^hilit I flood (o (lupified and 

flAonifhed at his unexp€d:ed and 

extraordinary addrefs, that I had 

not power to recover myfelf 

from my furprize, £o far as to 

accofl: the gentleman in return 

for his civilities, till he was com- 

pletely vaniftied out of my fight ;^ 

fince which time I have never 

heard the leaft word about hiov 

farther. 

When I returned to my lodg- 
ings, curiofity, it is natural ta 
iuppofe, excited me to examine 
the contents of a packet fo oddly 
comniitted to my truft ; and up- 
911 examination I found it io 

novel. 
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liovel, and fo much out of th* 
common way, that I could not 
avoid imagining the public might 
receive fome pleafure, if not pro- 
fit, from the perufal, notwith- 
ftanding the fagacious reafonings 
of that notable bookfeller men- 
tioned by the Spaniard. 

Under this perfuafion, I have 
committed it to the care of my 
own publillier, who feems to' be 
of a different fentiment from the 
learned man above-mentioned: 
and tinder his aufjpices it is now 
recommended to the public in- 
fpeAion. 

As 
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As to myfelf, I enter not into 
the merits of the performance ; 
but, as novelty has the moft at- 
tradlive charms in every thing, 
whether it be religion, politics, 
morality, drefs, or any of the 
other more important occupa- 
tions of mankind, I think I am 
making a kind prefent to the 
dear creature which I fo much 
love and admire, tht moi of great 
and fmall amongft my . country- 
men and fellow-fubjcifls 5 and 
as I am come from my native 
bogs to contribute my mite to 
the public inftrudtion, I fhall 
think myfelf entitled to their 
moft hearty thanks and appro- 
bation. But be this as it may^ 

b I have 



I have here given them a plain 
and fimplc narrative of the man- 
ner of my poffeffing the follow-, 
ing work, as far as any particu- 
lars relating to it have been com* 
xinunicated. What the fenti- 
n^nts of my fellow-fubjedks^fball 
be about it, I know not -, only 
this 1 know, that as I uprightly 
mean not only their pleafure but 
their inftrudtion, it would be a 
moft crying piece of injuftice, and 
a roofl wanton aft of cruelty, to 
inflict any fort of punifliment 
upon one who is fo vaftly felici- 
tous to promote and advance their 
pleafure and profit -, which if I 
am fo unhappy to experience 
through their ingratitude, I here- 

by 
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by declare that I will fly tD my 
bogs and my faftnefles again, 
where I can at leaft enjoy, in fe- 
curity, that fmall portion and 
pittance of liberty which our go- 
vernors have thought proper to 
leave us in the pofTeflion of, for 
the better cajoling and coaxing 
the bulk of the fubjedls, that is, 
the meaneft of the people, to 
fubmit with pleafure to their up- 
right and righteous adminiftra- 
tion. 



Dermot OTheilly, 



b2 ADr 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



XI/^ H E R E A S fundry critics, 
hypercritics, and particu- 
larly Monthly Reviewers, pre- 
fuming upon their time imme- 
morial prefcriptive pofleflion of 
that power which they have 
ufurped to themfelves, of being 
tafters for the good people of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and 
the Plantations abroad, of all, 

b 3 and 
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and all manner of forts and kinds 
of provifions of the mind» im- 
ported into his majefty's realms 
by that numerous and feparate 
body of merchants trading in the 
productions of the human brain, 
generally known by the name, 
llile, and title, of Authors; have 
falfely afferted, and continue to 
do fo, that they, by their own 
authority, are the fole abfolute 
judges of the wholefomenefs or 
unheal thfulnefs of all fuch pro- 
vifions, and how far they may 
be ufcful or injurious to the men- 
tal tafles and digeftion of his ma- 
jcfty's liege fubjeds : this is to 
give notice to all fucli critics, 

hyper- 
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hypercritics, reviewers, and o- 
tilers whom it may concern^ 
That we Ariftarchus, the great-^ 
eft of all hypercritics, have taken 
the following work under our 
own immediate infpeftiou and 
protedbion, in all and in part: 
that we intend to write criticifms 
upon it ourfelf, both in the dif-^ 
fuie and the didad:ic way : and 
that^ having thus fignificd our 
intention, it fhall be deemed 
high treafon againft the laws of 
the realm of Apollo for any of 
the faid critics, hypercritics, or 
reviewers, &c. to prefumc or 
dare, upon any account, or upoa 
any confideration (not even "Sot 

b if tho 
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the fupport of their own exift- 
ence) to offer ot obtrude upon 
the public any of their crude and 
undigefted criticifms, animadvcr- 
fions, or annotations upon the 
faid work, the contents of it be- 
ing infinitely above all their {hal- 
low conceptions; abfolutely fu- 
perior to their higheft ideas; and 
beyond the utmoft ken of their 
fhort-fightedunderftandings. And 
We do hereby declare, by virtue 
of that didtatorial authority 
which belongs to our poft, as 
prime minifter to his facred ma- 
jefty Apollo, and the fovereign 
ladies the Mufes, that all fuch 
criticifms, remarks, animadver- 
fions, and - obfervations, as the 

faid 



( XXV ) 

faid critics, hypercritics, or re- 
viewers, fhall prefume to make, 
publKh, or declare upon or about 
the faid work, fhall be deemed 
falfe, abfurd, foolifh and unna- 
tural, and devoid of all truth or 
nierit whatfbever. Provided nc- 
verthelefs, that all fmall critics and 
little fellows fhall be at full and 
free liberty to make verbal criti- 
cifms upon the faid work, in all 
cofFee-houfcs, bookfellers fhops, 
and elfcwhere, within the bills 
of mortality, but no where elfe ; 
it being our intention to give the 
author's true ferife and meaning, 
which we alone are in poffeffion 
of, in a large commentary, which 

we 
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wd are now preparing for the 
prefs; of which our intention we 
defire all his majefty's liege fub- 
je(fts to take proper notice, that 
they be careful not to offend in 
any of the premifes, under pain 
of our fevereft difpleafurc. 



AriST ARCHUS. 



MAR- 
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MARf INUS SCRIBLERUS, 

Junior, 



Of the W o R K 



npHE following deleaable 
work, gendc reader, hav- 
ing been fubjeded by the editor 
to onr infpedion and animadver- 
fions, we Scriblems junior, be- 
ing pleafed with feveral reproofs 
and reprehenfionscontained there- 
in, derived from the pure foun- 
tain whence we ourfelves draw 

our 
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our criticifms, and our fuperior 
knowlege and genius in compof- 
ing our adverfaria upon the works 
of modern authors, had deter- 
mined to enrich the piece with 
fome elegant ftridlures and illuf- 
trations of our own. But as our 
dear friend and brother Ariftar- 
chus hath publicly hereby pro- 
claimed himfelf the fole guar- 
diaft and proteftor, and only ge- 
nuine illuftrator of the work, we 
Ihall referve our larger annota- 
tions to adorn his commentary 
with, and Ihall content ourfelves 
at prefent with only briefly ex- 
plaining and unfolding the tech- 
nical, and feemingly hieroglyphi- 

cal. 
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cal, terms ufed by the author, to 
explain the names or. titles of 
thofe emmets whom he defcribes 
as maintaining the chief power 
and authority, and making the 
moft diftinguiflied figure in their 
native hillock. 

Thefe names, we are aware, 
fome fnarling ill-natured critics 
will be ready enough rafhly and 
infidioufly to inform the public,are 
by no means the invention of the 
refpedlable author of the work be- 
fore us,but are borrowed from one 
of the languages of ancient times, 
being to be found, according to 
their confident affcrtions, in fome • 

manu- 
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manufcripts at the end of a cer- 
tain obfolete heroic poem, ihp- 
pofed to be the work of the im- 
mortal Homer, called hy the 
name of Batrachomyomachla. 
But as it doth not appear from 
the work itfelf, that t|ie author 
had any knowlege of the Greek 
language at all, we rejeft all fuch 
conjedures and aflertions as fu- 
tile, puerile, and inane; and 
pronounce, by virtue of our uni- 
vcrfal knowlege and fkill in all 
fciences and languages, that there 
is not the leaft ground for any 
fuch notions or opinions ; the 
words made ufe of belonging to 
the language fpoken in the em- 
met 



( xxxi ) 

met world, as we Ihall make ap- 
pear beyond all contradidion in 
a future commentary, pronoun- 
cing at prefent as our opinion, 
that the words are fuch, without 
the leaft doubt : which opinion 
we expe<3: all mankind to fub- 
fcribe to, they being taught the 
philofopher by his guardian Sylph, 
to whofe goodnefs and benevo- 
lence he acknowleges himfelf fo 
greatly indebted for all thofe glo- 
rious and extenfive difcoveries he 
has herein been able to make for 
his fellow-creatures, to the vaft 
emolument, advancement, and 
improvement of natural and phy- 
fical knowlege. 

The 
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The true fcnfe and meaning of 
the faid appellatives and hicro- 
glyphical terms we do therefore 
aiflert to belong to the language 
of the emmets, and to exprefs 
the- following abftrufe and myf- 
tical fenfes and interpretations : 

Me RID AR PAX. A plunderer 
of pieces or crufts of bread ; 
North Country. A taker of whole 
ihivers, fignifies all thofe emmets 
who are greedy of bread and 
gain, who will take fees and 
bribes on both fides, and is here 
doubtlefs particularly ufed to ex- 
prefs the name and title of any 
emmet whofe chatadter is ambi- 
tious, 
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tiousi greedy, tapacious, haugh- 
tyi infolent, &c. 

Troxartes. Greedy of bread; 
a term in ufe, to exprefs the 
name and charaSef of ^hy cm- 
nxet who will run extraordinary 
lengths to procure a fubfiftence, 
aiCid ufe any ei&triordinary m^suns 
to increafe and improTe his pri- 
vate hoards and gitmariesj and 
particularly applieii to thofe fott 
€£ people amongft them who are 
artful and felfifli, coverings iheilp 
own fecret felf-interefted fchemcs 
and defigns under die ipecioUs 
appearances of virtue> publit ij^i^ 
tiu honour, generofity, &c. 

c Hypsi- 
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Hypsiboas. a loud bawler 

one that is paflionate^ haught) 

revengeful, infolent, obftrcpe 

rous : a name applied to all fuel 

emmets in the colony who ar 

fond of themfelves, and proui 

of their own talents; noify 

flicking at nothing to carry an; 

point they fet their minds upon 

whether right or wrong; anc 

facrificing faith, truth, honour 

*friend£hip, religion, and ever] 

thing valuable to their pride anc 

their paflions. 

SEUTL-ffius. An eater of tur- 
nips, onions, carrots, or garlic : 
a name given to fuch emmets as 
are fond of worldly and temporal 

poflef- 
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poffeffions ; who take uncom- 
mon pains to enlarge their gra- 
naries and improve their fields 
at all events, and at all hazards ; 
fuch a ruling pafiion didtating 
artfulnefs« caution, referve, with 
a violent felfifhnefs at the bot- 
tom of all ; enflaving the whole 
animal, and upon proper occa- 
fions and opportunities forcing 
him to facrifice every thing that 
is valuable in life, to gratify and 
indulge the infatiable paflion of 
accumulation ; maintaining, even 
in the midft of the moft feem- 
ing inconftancy and irrefolution, 
a fecret determined fteadinefs of 
foul, to ftick at nothing to com- 
pafs fuch a darling and favourite 

c 2 point. 



'( XXXVi ) 

pointy as improving their hoards 
and enlarging their tenements. 

. . Aeichbmor. Any emmet that 
IS apt to lick his own tail, doubt- 
kfs denoting thofe fawning ani- 
mals amongft them that are 
ikilful to cog, lie^ and flatter, 
coax and wheedle, to carry a 
point, at the fame time that thejr 
are vaftly difpofed to revile fc- 
cretly, and flyly fneer upon and 
make game of the opennefs, art- 
leiTnefs, iincerity, or foibles of 
their fellow-emmets: the very 
reverfe of the Hypfiboans, who 
force and bully themfelves into 
fame, fortune, and place, by vio- 
lence ; whilft fuch as thefe wriggle 

them- 
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themfelves intO' the £ime by all 
the arts of fewning, cfeepiftg, 
licking, foothing, tickling, 
fcratching where it itcheth, flat- - 
tering^ and fiich like. 

Troglodytes. A burrower 
in idle ground : a name ufuatly 
given to fuch pifmires.as are ibnd 
of burying themfelves under 
ground along with their fubftamce, 
their ftores, and private hoards ; 
whofe ideas all partake of the 
nature, of the foil they are fettled 
in, and con&ied to terreilrial ob*- 
jc&s J and whofe cares are total- 
ly canployed and devoted to worlds 
ly purfuits and temporal acqui- 
fiCious; and to over-reach, trepan 

or 
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or deceive their fellow-creatuteu, 
the better to accompliih their 
private views and defigns. 

Lychopinax. a licker of 
trenchers and difhes : a term em- 
ployed to denote fuch emmets as 
are contented to take things as 
they find them in the common 
courfe of worldly events, and reft 
fatisfied with the portion afligned 
them by their prcdeceiTors, with- 
out being over greedy, tenacious^ 
haughty, covetous, proud, am- 
bitious, cruel, or fond of new- 
fangled fchemcs, contrivances, 
and inventions ; and, by fuch a 
placid difpofition of mind, ex- 
empted from thofe pafHons which 
4 pre- 
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prevent fuch multitudes of their 
feiiow-emmcts from feeing clear- 
ly their own true interefts, and 
being fo often miiled into falfe 
purfuits^ to the difhonour of their 
bvcrrcign, and the great andgriev- 
ms <ietriment of their native hil- 
ocks. 

Such are the abftrufe and dif- 
icult terms made ufe of by our 
.uthor, which we have here brief- 
y explained^ for the benefit of 
)ur dear countrymen. , As to any 
arther annotations and illuftra- 
ions, of which we have great ftore, 
«re muft refer the candid reader 
to Ac elaborate work of our dear 
Jrotlier above-mentiohed, when 

he 
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he ihall condefcend to illutxdtiate 
the minds of his felIow*creatures 
with his moft noble, moft ele* 
gant, moft humane, and moft in-* 
gcnious remarks and refearches^ 
we having determined, out c^ 
our fuperlative affedtion, to give 
him all the affiftance in our pow^r 
from our beft and choiceft trea- 
iures of true criticifm. 
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^^ H mortals J blind to future f faidEuge- 
rV nio, as he was walking by the fide o(z 
foreft, in a clear ftar-light night, deep 
wrapt in contemplation upon the wonder- 
ful works of a creative Power, and the 
varied condufl of thofe beings all around 
him who were the objedts of its care and 
notice ; when fuddenly dafhing his foot 
againft a hillock which flood in his way, 
whilfl his eyes were fixed upon the fpan- 
gled firmament, his contemplations were 
interrupted, and his eyes drawn ofF from 
the nobler objects they had been fixed 
upon, to obferve beneath his feet what 

B had 
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had fo fudden]/ diverted his fpecuk- 
tion^. 

As foon as ever the philofopher caft his 
eyes downwards^ he difc6vered it to be an 
ant hillock of no mean figure ; and tho' 
he could not conceive that his accidental 
tripping upon it could have done any real 
mifchief to thd inhabitants of the colony, 
efpecially at fuch an unfeafonable hour, 
when the whble nation might naturally 
enough be imagined to h^ve torhpofed 
iSiemrelves to reft and quiet, by way of 
refreihment from the fatigues and toils of 
^eir daily labours, he cduld hot lavoid 
plainly obferving a moft violent hurry and 
Bufile amoiigft the inhabitlants of this di- 
minutive fpot. 

He thought he difcovered in every p^rt 
of the fettlement that anarchy and con- 
fufion which, amongft higher orders 6f 
beings, called men and chriftianS, pr6ceed 
generally frohi the want of principle, thle 

contempt 
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contempt of laws, or cbe negle^l of tfaoTe 
peculiar iBatiners and cuAoms whicih ea- 
ter intimalely mto the genius of every well 
governed and peaceable ibciety ; or from 
diat ardent thirft for power and dooiixia- 
tion which is the certatii effort of every 
genius, both in the human and the eip- 
met world, who entertains any exalted 
opinion of his own abilities and .merits, at 
the expence of thofe of his -aeighbouis 
and fieilow4)eings. 

Struck with the uncommon phcenome-. 
non, the philofopher difmifled the pad: 
fubjeifb of his high contemplation, and di- 
reAedhis attention to the furprifing ob- 
jcft which prefented itfelf beneath his feet, 
with a view to inveftigate and account for, 
if poffible, thofe ftrange and uncommon 
appearances. 

He faw the confudon plain enough, and 
the violent commotions that agitated tb« 
countenances and condu£l of thefe dimi- 

B 2 nutivc 
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nutive animals ; and amongft other things 
equally remarkable and furprifing he 
could difcover by the clear light of the 
moon, a long track, or path-way, which 
feemed to be making with the great- 
eft diligence, affiduity, and attention, 
quite through the whole extent of the 
colony from eaft to weft. He alio p^rticu^ 
larly took notice of various motions and 
counter-motions of feveral ants, who 
feemed to merit or afllime fome diftindion 
in the colony, towards the weft end of the 
territory. 

Thefe* feemed to indicate caution and 
appreheniion on both fides, and a warm 
and violent conteft between the inhabi- 
tants of two diftinft diftrifts of the colony, 
which bordered upon one another. Their 
countenances expreffed a tenacious difpofl- 
tion, and a firm refolution in both parties 
to fupport their own fide in the difpute 
againft all oppofition. 

He 
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He could alfo plainly difcover by the 
fame light of the moon, numbers of the 
inhabitants diftributed and parcelled out 
quite through the whole extent of the ter- 
ritory ; fome with grafs fpires in their 
mouths; others with barley hames and 
oat beards in their paws ; others with a 
kind of chains made of chick-weed, feem- 
ingly meafuring, laying out, and di- 
viding the feveral divifions and lordfbips of 
the colony into certain parts, ihares, and 
proportions, whkh they appeared to exe- 
cute with uncommon diligence, care, and 
exafinefs, but at the fame time a moft ap- 
parent felfifhnefs, and a violent attachment 
to their feveral feparateand private interels : 
whilft the main body of the people the 
philofopher could difcover at their refpec- 
tive homes, in the center of the hillock, in 
fecret and filent confufion, difcontent, 
difguft, and difmay, as if they apprehend- 
ed the great lords of the hillock were 
united and aflbciated together in one pre* 
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nci'Mted plsn,' td reduce tbedd to flaver/y 
poverty, and want. 

Struck at fuch nn uncomnion and ex«> 
trabrdinary fight, our pbilofopber found 
bis whole ideas engaged in the contempU'* 
tioh ; but being reminded by the defcend*« 
ing light of the moon of the feabn ap« 
pointed for reft and repofe, he dire£ted 
his fteps homewards, with a firm refolu-* 
tion to revifit the hillock the follow- 
ing day, with a proper apparatus of mi^ 
crofcofncal inftruments, to invefiigate with 
the utmoft exa£biefs the extraordinary 
commotions and confufion he had at that 
time been witnefs of; and to endeavour* 
with all his' abilities, according to tbe 
moft approved pradice of all phyficti 
philofophers, fome hypothetical fyflem,- 
which might be of the moft importtnt; 
fervice and benefit to his own rank of 
being, by pointing to them the various 
condud): of a colony of animals fo vaftly 
inferior, in the opinion of themfelves, to 

the 
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le pride and dignity of human nature, 
lo' vaftly fuperipr to tbem in diligence 
3d induftry. 

Fraught with this important defign, 
ugenio committed himfelf for the prefent 
> his repofe -, but the idea of what he had 
!en continued fo ftrongly imprefled upon 
18 mind, that immediately upon his iirft 
lumber his imagination prefented to hi9 
iew ^ bright glittering appearance, of ^ 
(lore than mortal form, with a fweetneis^ 
lil^jlpefs, and majefty of countenance, in** 
initely fuperior to that of man, which 
ave an inexpreffible grace to the manner 
f his addrefs. 

This phantom, after gently drawing the 
lurtains of the philofopher's bed, addrefTed 
limfelf to Eugenio with a moft melodious 
icqent in the following terms : ^^ Eugenio, 
Kw^e ! 'Tis thy ruling Genius calls thee, 
md invites thee to refume the fubjed of 
by late contemplations and aftoniihment. 

B 4 Arife 
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Arifc quickly, and permit me to con- 
du£l thee back again to that uncommon 
fcene fo lately prefented to thy view in 
the ant hillock thou difturbedft in thy , 
foreft walk this evening, that thou mayeft 
learn from thence to check the fallics of 
thy vain philofophy, to correct thofe over- 
weening ideas of that dignity and pride 
which thou and philofophers like thee 
have annexed to the human frame, and be 
inftruAed to entertain an humbler opinion 
of thine own abilities, from the profpeft 
which I intend to fpread before thine 
eyes in this uncommon fcene, and the 
conduft which I (hall enable thee to dif- 
cover in the various a«Slions of this dimi- 
nutive race, which I intend to explain and 
unfold in order before thee." 

After this gentle and agreeable addrefs, 
the phantom feemed to touch the forehead 
of the philofopher with an ivory wand, 
which he feemed to hold ftretched out in 
his hand : when immediately Eugenio 

finding 
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finding himfelf inftantaneoufly transfigur- 
ed by the magic touch, immediately ftart- 
ed up from his bed to attend the phantom, 
according to his mild dire£lions ; flattering 
himfelf, that as his faculties of perception 
were vaftly altered, his guide was cdn- 
du6ting him to one of the nobleft and moft 
luxurious entertainments that could pof- 
fibly be prepared for mortal man. 

Whilft he was thus pleafing his imagi- 
nation with this moft delightful fcene, he 
fuddenly found himfelf and his guide 
tranfported to the hillock, where he was 
nofooner arrived than bethought the phan* 
tom, pointing with his wand, began to ad- 
drefs him in the following ferious and 
folemn manner : 

** Vain mortal, now attend, whilft thy 
ruling Genius unfolds to thee the myfte 
rious ways of Almighty Providence, and the 
unknown and undifcovered agents the 
Author of all things makes ufe of, as in- 

ftruments 
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firuments to direct, controul, and regu- 
late the petulance and folly of thy fello^fr 
creatures. 

^' KnoW) thep) that by the fuperinten- 
dance of that all-po^erfg) Ag^nt^ who 
prefideth over innumerable worlds, and 
vratcheth pver the immenfity of his own 
creation, according to the di<5iates of his 
own everlafting wifdom j it hath been 
diredled and ordained, that not a par- 
ticle of his creation ihould ft^^er any 
real or total annihilatipn 5 but, by an 
ijcnmenfe and conftant change and altera- 
tion in their original particles, and their 
various points of contaft, their external 
form, texture, and compofitiqn, theyfhall 
continue invariably to produce that im- 
menfe variety and orderly confiftency 
ivhich not only denotes, but moft explicit- 
ly demonftrates the everlafting exiftence 
pf one primary intelligent Caufe, the 
author of all things, but the deftroyer of 
nothing. 

^' It 
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** It i% by the difpofitions of this infinite 
and all-wife Providence^ that we, the 
Genii of this lower world, flutter conti-r 
nually abroad, hovering over the children 
of men, according to the various pur» 
pofes, views, and defigns,- of his own 
wifdom. 

<« We were once embodied fpirits like 
your(elves i but being now divefled of our 
humanity, and reo^oved into a kind of in- 
termediate ftate, according to the differ-^ 
ent prevailing habits imprefled upon our 
£:>uls during the ieaA>n of our probation, 
we eniploy our faculties in the direction 
and condw^of you mortals here below. 

<^ Vain, weak,aj)dfooli(b are theopinions 
the philofophers of your worlds entertain 
of their own fouls, the dignity of their 
natures, the fublimity and fagacity of 
&eir genius, and the noble difcoveries 
they have made in philofophy, by their 
curious refearches into the natural and 

moral 
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moral faculties of their conftitution. 
Weak is their claim, and idle their pre- 
tcnfions : we are the fpirits who inform 
their minds, infpire their thoughts, and 
diredl their judgments in all their en- 
quiries and nloft curious refearches. Ac- 
cording to the nature of our faculties, 
Eugenio, and the tindure which our 
fouls have received when in an embodied 
ftate, we are diflinguilhed into two general 
important claflcs, known amongft our- 
felvcs by the names of Sylphs and Gnomes. 

The former clafs, bleft with the habits 
of improving and adorning the natural 
faculties imprcfled upon their beings by 
the Supreme Almighty whilft in their em- 
bodied ftate, are appoined to prefide over 
and dirc£t the fteps of fuch of the fons of 
yo» mortals as defire to walk in the paths 
of true rectitude, and improve their facul- 
ties by ufcful knowledge and a practical 
underftanding : whilft fuch of you who 

are 
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are fubjefl to the power of your ima- 
ginations, or the gratification of your 
appetites and paffions, are by the fame 
wife orders fuperintended and diredled 
by that other fpecies of aereal beings, 
called in the language of fuch fpirits 
Gnomes, whofe province and duty it 
is to cherifh the fancy, enrich the ima- 
gination, and to adminfter the proper 
food and relifli for the better enjoyment of 
every fenfual gratification, and the exalta- 
tion of every animal defire and appetite. 

** Such is the divine fyftem, in which we 
are concerned conjointly with the fons 
of men. But the ceconomy of an Infinite 
Providence is by no means confined to any 
peculiar orders of beings. It is as ex- 
tenfive as the creation itfelf; and each 
inferior order of beings in the animated 
world have all their peculiar Sylphs and 
Gnomes attending upon them by the Al- 
mighty's orders, to direft their thoughts, 
infpire their conduft, and animate their 

adlions. 
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/anions. To diefe invifible beings ycm 
are to afcribe, and not to that dark unin- 
J tdligible term inftin^^ in ufe amongft 
vain men to folve the phaenomena of na« 
' ture in the animal world, all thofe varioai 
motions, and feeming approaches to the 
reafon of the human mind, which you fo 
frequently difcover and obferve in all the 
inferior orders of your creation. We 
are the beings that excite thefa* liope, tfcat 
animate their motions, expel their fearSj 
and regiilate their adtions. 

/ • 

" The fagacity of the elephant, the 
fiercenefs of the tyger, the fidelity of the 
dog, the docility of the horfe, are aH 
falfcly afcribed to faculties implanted with- 
in themfelves. We are the beings wh# 
infpire their thoughts, direft their con- 
dudl, and animate all their motions ; we 
arc their a£luating fpirits, who inform 
them with all the diftinguifliing charaAer- 
iftics of their feveral peculiar exiftences; 
Not even the fmalleft animals are exempted 

from 



induftry of the bee, and the pfovidMC^ 
of the ant, are the confequences of our 
SokitH^tial &¥(f>iHitioih« Admire then in 
EKhce the wonderful ways of a creative 
Pfa#er, and I^rrt 1k> comethn the vam 
UA idle f}^ems cf yacaums and ple*- 
tiiAm ; for from h^nce thou muft be 
cofhrinced that thei« is no void in the 
Creadon of God/* 

HerclhcGeftiu« concluded his hahtngue, 
fM after a fliort paufe began again to ad-> 
ditfs falihfelf to the philofophcr in a milder 
ai^ a more ^miliar tone of volce^ after 
he had firft tinointied his eyes with a pure 
ci^al watfer out of a fmall vial which he 
hdd in his left hand, which poflefied the 
dxtr^teVrdinary -property of diQ)el]ing thofe 
mifts that conftantly enveloj) and inclofe 
all fublunary things and beings ; after 
#hfch of)eratibn he ordered the pfailofopher 
t6 dii-eft his fight ftcdfaftly to the ant hil- 
lock. 
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lock, and then proceeded in die following 
manner : 

** You fee, Eugenio, the confufion, tu- 
mult, and the wild diforder which feems 
to prevail through the whole territoryii 
Impute it not to the accident that interrupt- 
ed thy own lucubrations^ it was there 
long before, and has too long prevailed 
either for the peace or welfare of the in- 
habitants. A time there was when peace, 
tranquility, andhappinefs, feemed to be its 
portion, and the joy of its pofTeffion ; when 
every countenance was ferene, and every 
heart glad ; and the fole ftrife of the inha- 
bitants appeared to be, who fhould beifl 
affift,' and mod effeftually ferve each one 
his neighbour. But the dreadful altera- 
tion, alas ! is too plain ; 'tis obvious to ■ 
every common obferver. 

•J To what ftrange or fecret caufes it is 
to be attributed, the orders of my fuperiors 
prevent me from difclofing. They arc 

clofe 
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cloCb lockt up) and confined from tlit 
kseneft,and moft piercing, and penstrating 
view, time alone is sppointcd to rcYeal 
and unfold the important fecret. 

^^ Suffice it, Engcnio, and repine Hot if 
I only attempt to remove the mifty curtain 
of thy mortal fight, to exhibit to thy view 
a genuine picture of the too general con- 
dud of thy feUow-creatures, by this mU 
iiute reprefentation of the dilbrders of this 
ant-hillock which is now before thine 
eyes. 

^* Tliott ieeft the general confuilon 
which appears to prevail in every part and 
diftrid of the territory : thou feeft the 
hurry which agitates the minds and aSiona 
of every individual inhabitant. If thou 
lookeft attentively, thou mayeft alfo, by 
the affiftance I have given thee, difcorer 
the hitherto ' invifible operations of thofe 
faperior genii which, according to the di- 
vine fyftcm I have explained, are a^ro* 
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priated by the orders of the all-wife Crea** 
tor, for the direflion and government of 
this diminutive animal race." 

He then made a (hort paufe, feemingly to 
give the philofopher more time for recol- 
le£tion and obfervation; after which he 
proceeded as follows : 

" Eugenio, obferve that emmet, whom 
thou feeft ftalking along the main road of 
the hillock with a haughty, afluming, and 
imperious air; feemingly looking dpwn 
round about him upon his fellow-inhabi- 
tants as a race of inferior beings, fcarce 
becoming his notice or attention* See 
with what an air of fupercilious haughti' 
nefs he condudls himfelf, whilft be feems 
to be direSing the motions of thofe inferior 
emmets thou feeft fluttering at a diftance 
round about him. 



cc 



That ant was once good, and myfelf 
was appointed bis guardian genius ; and if 

he 
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Would have followed my inftrudiions and 
infpirations, I can aiTure you he would 
have been one of the brighteft ornaments 
of the whole fociety to which he belonged ; 
but vanity and pride, the bane of all the 
virtues, fapped the foundations of goodnefs 
I was at the greateft pains to fix in his 
foul, and by degrees overturned the glori- 
ous fuperftruflure of beneficence I had en- 
deavoured to ere£t therein, and, even at 
this prefent moment I lament the lofs» 
obliged me, in confequence of the repeat-' 
ed direftions of my fuperiors, to give up 
the farther fuperintendence of his mind to 
that gloomy Gnome, whom thou mayft 
obfcrvc at this prefent moment perched up- 
on his left eyebrow : fince which, like you 
mortals in the paroxyfms of diftemper, he 
views all objects in a diftorted light, and 
muft ever continue to do fo, as long as 
the guardian Gnome fhall be permitted to 
flutter her gaudy gilded pinions before his 
eyes, to corrupt his ideas and diflrad his 

» 

views. 
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<< But enough of fuch a proud and 
haughty animal. Caft your eyes this way, 
and obferve that induftrious fprightly em- 
met you difcover with fuch a£livity di« 
reding the motions of a number of his kU» 
loW'-emmetS) in that private track which 
erodes the main road of the colony. Ob- 
ferve the point towards which they all di^ 
re€t their motions^ and you will difcover 
this emmet's magazine, and be able to fee 
very clearly, from the condudi of this fmall 
infed) the mighty pofleifions which may 
be acquired* and the mighty adioas that 
may be performed by you mortals, by an 
unwearied Attention to one fteady point, 
and an unrelaxing induftry and perfeve- 
ranee in the purfuit of one main and im- 
portant objed, whether it be power, riches, 
or reputation. 

** The ceconomy and fagacity apparent 
in every part of his condud^ and adlions 
indicate in the plaineft manner not only 
the prudence and forefight of his foul, but 

the 
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the largcnefs and extent of his views ; and 
the^hearfulner9 with which thofe who ap^ 
pear to be his inferiors perforin their talks, 
give to a good heart no unpleafing profpeSt 
of a niunificenc and generous mind i which 
will alfo be greatly confirmed when you 
caft your eyes to the more retired parts of 
his magazine, and obferve that compla- 
cency and fatisfadiion which brightens up 
the countenances of the partner of his cares 
and joys, and the common pledges of their 
love. 

But, alas ! perfeftion is no more the lot 
of this diminutive race than of you fublu- 
nary mortals. The very virtues and graces 
which appear fo greatly to adorn this em* 
snet's chara£ier have of late years, by an 
extreme profperity, by too ftrong indul- 
gence, and fteady conftant attachment, 
unhappily too often been heightened into 
biemiihes and vices. His induftry hath 
occafionally degenerated into a vicious 
ieUiflmeis ; his adtivity into a culpable ar- 
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rogancc, and his extreme profperity into 
an extreme of haughtinefs and pride ; fo 
th^t the beneficence of his foul hath at 
times become diftorted to the view, and a}! 
his fellow-emmets, who formerly loved and 
admired him, are too much inclined to 
judge his moft benevolent adlions.to be 
founded only in felfiflinefs, conceit, or 
pride; which is alfo no little heightenedand 
ehhanced too frequently in the moft artful 
and induftrious manner by the fecret fug- 
geftions of that haughty ant which I have 
juft before prefented to your view. 

*^ Now caft your eyes, Eugenio, to the 
left hand, and you will difcover at fome 
diftance in^ the hillock another emmet of 
a peculiar texture and make. Obferve his 
compofition carefully, and you will fee a 
ftrange mixture of jarring elements ofhof 
and cold, moift and dry, mingled together 
in fuch a manner as to make the little in- 
fect the moft unequal, unfteady, and abfent, 
of all ants ; and according as one or the 

pther 
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other principle happens to gain the afcen- 
dancy in his conflitution and temper^ he 
becomes animated by turns, and ftarts by 
a Sylph or a Gnome ; from which circum- 
ftance alone can be derived the leaft ratio- 
nal account of all that contrariety of con-> 
du& and fentiment which difplays itfelf in 
almoft all the tranfadions of his being, 

*' By this key alone you can be enabled 
to unlock the fecrets of his foul, and by 
this clue only can you trace him throughly, 
without being bewildered in the otherwife in- 
extricable labyrinths of his behaviour, Obj- 
ferve him at the prefent moment : he is 
juft now wholly under the direftion of a 
Gnome whofe ruling paffion is the love of 
riches, and an ardent thirft for power and 
aggrandizement in confequence thereof. 
Two hours hence he may be under the in- 
fluence of a Genius entirely the reverfe, 
and difcourfe moft rationally upon the con- 
tempt of riches, glory, and honour, as un- 
worthy the purfuits of an immortal fouL 

C 4 " This 
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** This fpirit <^ accumulation and prida 
tppaars alfo (o be confiderably flrengthen-* 
cd and confirmed by that ancient emmet 
thou beholdtft fo conftantly diligent and 
z£tiyt about him. That pifmire is his fire, 
who by a perferering attachment to the 
great lord of the hillock, and a confiant 
fteady devotion to his chief agents, joined 
to a great fund of induftry and natural abi- 
lities, hath attained at this time to one of 
the mofl important pofts of the colony, as 
being appointed to manage the lord's inte- 
reft and property with the inferior inhabit 
tants thereof. 

•* Whence it happens, that thefe two 
ants are to be confidered as principal ob- 
je£ls, of great confideration, as being the 
chief fprings of motion, and the main 
caufes of far the greater part of that buftle 
and confufion which is fo juftly the objed: 
of thy wohder and aftonifhment. 

^« Now 
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** Now turii thy eyes to the right hand, 
and thou wilt difcover a finall glittering 
appearanoe in one of the retired parts of 
the hillock, which looks atadiftancefome* 
thing likealittleheapof gilded gravel, parti- 
cularly when the fun-beamsarenotprevent'*^ 
ad from fhining upon it by that hill which 
thou feeft obftru£):s the prc^ped^ from it« 
That fpot is the habitation of a brace of 
ants as remarkable as any in the colony. 
If thou look with care, thou mayeft at this 
prefent moment obferve them bufied in 
fprcading and levelling fome very minute 
particles of matter before the door of their 
habitation with rakes made of thiftle* 
down. 

•' If thou be inclined to remark their 
countenances, thou wilt plainly difcover 
in the two brothers, for fucb they are, 
thofe peculiar talents which in thy world 
of beings are efteemed the moft efficacious 
for attaining preferment, and acquiring re- 
fpctSk and confideration, as the world goes. 

" The 
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** The fawning fmiles of the one, and 
the contemptuous leer of the other, both 
the children of diffimulation, and the ge- 
nuine offspring of a corrupted heart, feem 
admirably calculated to mark their charac- 
ters, and plainly point out to thee thofe 
confequences fuch fpirits naturally tend to 
produce in the colony. 

*' Originally thefe two puny animals 
were defigned to in(lru6l and improve their 
fellow-emmets in -all thofe graces and vir- 
tues which religion is calculated to confer 
and beftow. 

•* For, be it known unto thee, Eugenio^ 
that however odd and extravagant it may 
appear to thy weak, imperfc(S, mortal judg- 
ment and ideas, the ants are the objects of 
a religion proper and fuitable to their fa- 
culties, as much as any other animal be- 
ings throughout the univcrfe. Such is the 
near and intimate relation there will ever 
be found to fubfift between the creature 

and 
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mid the Creator throughout the whole ani- 
mal fyftem. But to return from this brief 
digreffion : Thefe two brothers were origi- 
nally defigned to devote themfelves to the 
concerns of religion amongft their fellow- 
emmcts, and had their guardian Sylphs ap- 
pointed them for that very purpofe. But 
fuch was the texture of their fouls, that all 
the efForts of thofe beneficent beings were 
employed in vain to infpire their minds 
with the bright graces of a pure religion. 
They were at length conftrained to refign 
their charge to thofe two malevolent mali- 
cious Gnomes, whom thou mayeft diftin- 
guifli continually hovering round about 
their pineal glands, or brooding over 
their gloomy breafts : fince which time 
their chief, nay their almoft conftant em- 
ployment has been either to over-reach or 
backbite their fellow-infefts. 

*' In fuch fort of praflices alfo you may 
difcover another young lively ant, aflidu- 
pus to a high degree, if you caft your eyes 

to 
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to feme fmall diftance from you. Obferve 
how carefully he is ftu<f ying their arts, and 
minutely imitating their pradices^ and 
treading in their footfteps. 

^^ At preient he is but a candidate for 
glory, and by no means bf the iirft confi- 
deration in the hillock : but it is imagined 
amongft us aereal beings, that if he pro- 
ceeds as be hath fet out, and continueth tp 
form his mind and improve his talents from 
the great models he hath made the chief ob* 
jedsof his imitation in the colony, as he hath 
hitherto done, he will out-ftrip hispredecef- 
fors in all thoie arts and exalted qualities 
which diftinguiih the mofi famous inhabi- 
tants of this important flate ^ and that he will 
be the mofl; glorious imp of fame amongft 
the numbers whofc names fhall deck and 
adorn the annals of the prefent times. 

'^ Such are the chief and moft refpcS- 
able perfonages which I have prefented 
particularly to your view and obfejrvation, 

Thq 
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Tte reft of the inhabitants of thia diminu** 
tive fpot are, in a very great meafiire, liice 
the mob of you mortala in your boafted 
fuperior ftate. A£tuated by the common 
pafficms which animate their frame^ they 
love, they hate; they bkfs, they curie^; 
they bite, they fcratcb, they nip, they 
cheat, they deceive, juft according to the 
predominant paffion which rules in them 
for the prefent moment, and the immediate 
peculiar influence of the ieveral Gnomes 
who prefide ov^ and dired their condud« 

^^ Nay, if at any time they malce an ef- 
fort extraordtnary, and ftrike out of the 
beaten path of animal indulgence and gra- 
tification, in the purfuit of fome generous 
defign, and the execution of fome righteous 
purpofe, they are not able to continue long . 
in fuch a courfe; but through that awe 
they entertain for the fuperior qualities of 
thofe ants who rule them, and influenced 
ftrongly by the fuperior power of their 
Gnomes, they are foon reduced again to 

the 
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the common clafs of emmets, and the ufua! 
methods of fubfiftence in pradlice with the 
loweft of their fellow-creatures. 

^' Such is the prefent ftate of afiair» 
amongft this puny radt of animals, not. 
much unlike the mighty huftles and con« 
iiifion which unhinge, difturb, and deftroy 
the peace, comfort, and tranquility of thine 
own animal world. And from hence, £u-* 
genio, if thou art judicious, thou mayeft 
learn the beft, the wifeft, and moft wonder* 
ful maxims for the regulation and improve- 
ment of thine own and thy fellow- creatures 
condu£^, and form no mean ideas, nor any 
weak and foolifli fyftems, for the direction 
and government of your mortal fublunary 
ftates. 

" For obferve, amidft all this buftJe and 

confufion, a great and mighty fcene is now 

opening ; and if thou art but as attentive 

as thou oughteft to be, thou wilt, I doubt 

V not». 
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not, be enabled to acquire the nobleft axi- 
oms of conduct, and to fet before thine eyes 
the brighteft examples of all thofe exalted 
virtues and graces which, according tp the 
fyftems of your moft admired and refined 
politicians, are deemed the fitteft and moft 
proper to prefide at the head of national 
councils, to direct the management of all 
public affairs, and over-rule the general 
concerns of the whole community. 

*' But before I conduit your eyes to view 
the great aflembly of the nation, which is 
juft now preparing' to draw together for the 
moft momentous deliberations, and the exe- 
cution of the moft important projefts, it 
may not be improper to let you a little in- 
to the fecret conftitutlon of the colony, and 
the fixed maxims which direft the interior 
ccconomy and government thereof. 

** For though it be a lemma in politics 
amongft you modern mortals, that there 
can be. no fuch thing as conftitution fub- 

fiiling 
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£fting; abfolutely in itfelf in the nature of 
things, the body-politic beings like your owa 
human frame, liable to coaftant andconti-' 
nual alteration, decreafe, encreafe, and de* 
cay ; fo that it cannot be fuppofed to con- 
tinue one fingle moment precifely the fame 
it was in the preceding one; yet the diMc« 
tors of this little fpot in the emmet worU, 
iatisfied that it is their duty to prcfervt the 
femblance and appearance of fome fucb 
thing, have fubftituted in the (lead thereof 
certain axioms and maxims of government^ 
which are contrived and calculated to fup« 
ply its place, and to repair the waftes which 
are made by the viciffitude of their aiiairs 
in this bufy world, to keep up at leaft a 
feeming reprefentative of that conftitution 
they pretend to aim at the imitation and 
prefervatiori of, with a fecrct view to throw 
a mifty veil over the eyes of their inferiors ; 
that they, beholding the fhadow and ap- 
pearance of a legal adminiftration, may fit 
down quietly, and without murnuiringf 
under the arbitrary government of thofe 

fuperior 
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fuperior few who, by an excluAve right, 
privilege, and prerogative, have afTumed to 
tbemfelves the high and glorious qharadler 
and tide of being guardians of the enunet 
coilftitution. 

• ** A few of the more important of thefc 
axioms or maxims I fhall briefly explain in 
as familiar and eafy a ftile and manner as I 
can ; after which I propofe to conduct you 
to view the great and general council of the 
colony. 

'* I. The firft and moft important axiom 
or maxim they have adopted is this : That 
the fupreme power in every well-governed 
and well-difciplined ftate, be it great or 
fmall, muft be entirely abfolute, indefea- 
iible, and uncontroulable : that it is not 
liable to be reftrained by any earthly power 
and might : that its fandions are all in- 
violable ; and that wherever this fupreme 
power is vefted, whether in king, prieft, 
great lord, or people, all the inferior in- 

D habitants 
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Juibitants are t>oand, by themoft indifiblu^ 
fate ties, to pay an abfolute and implicit 
obedience to all its precepts, decrees, and 
commands, without exception or mental 
refervation; fothat this fupreme power may 
always be in full capacity to inflid): condign 
punUhment upon anyfubjed thatihall dare 
to difturb the repofe and tranquillity of the 
ibverrign, or that of the chief inftruments 
of his will and pleafure, by any odd contri- 
vances and new-fangled notions, opinions^ 
or dodlrines of their own. 

^< II. A fecond axiom or maxim amongd 
Ais puny race of animals, no lefs certain 
and demonftrable than the former, is, that 
this fame fupreme and fovereign power may 
be delegated alfo in an indivifible and an 
indcfeafible manner, by its poffcffor, to any 
inferior agent or agents, in as full force^ 
and with as ample powers, as the fovereign 
himfelf is pofleflcd of it. This plainly fol- 
lowing from the firft axiom already laid 
down J becaufe it muft be an abfolute con- 
tradiction 
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tiadidioii in itfelf to fuppofe that suif Ibve- 
reign fliotrld be pofi'dled of any indefealiUe 
rights and not be permitted to delegate it 
with as full and ample powers as behimfelf 
enjoys it ; and as abfurd as for any of you 
fbns of men to maintain that your prince 
has a power of local motion, but no capa- 
city to move his legs in order to elFed it. 

^* III. A third axiom, no lefs certain and 
important than the former, is, that the (o- 
vereign fhall ever lay it down as an inva^ 
liable rule, to employ only fuch agents as 
fiiall be abfolutely and entirely devoted to 
his will and pleafure, and wholly prepared^ 
to execute, without hefitation or the leaii 
murmuring, every command that fhall be 
given him ; and that if any agent is not 
in every refpefl fupple enough to be aflave 
entirely devoted to the intereft of his prince, 
great lord, or fuperior, and difpofed to run 
all manner of lengths to promote his ad- 
vantage, or gratify his pleafure ; fuch an 
one is by no means fit to be employed or 

D 2 entrufted 
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cntruftcd in any part or branch of the Co^ 
vereign's adminiftration : and chat this be 
laid down as an invariable rule, no lefs 
eftabliftied and pradifed in all the feveral 
fubordinate divifions of power, and all the 
inferior departments of the ftate, that a re-« 
gular and confiftent uniformity may fliine 
forth through the whole fyftem of goveroi^ 
ment for its good and welfare. 

** IV. A fourth axiom, of the utmoft' 
imp6rtance to the well-being of every ci- 
vilized ftate, and the fupport of that fyftem 
of politics now fo univerfally admired and 
praftifcd through the emmet worM, is this, 
that it be ftcdfaftly refolved by every mem* 
ber of the fociety who hath any (hare in 
the diftribution of its power, the execution 
of its laws, or is a partaker of any of its 
fpoils, that they (hall be ftridUy united in 
one common refolution to difcourage the. 
propagation of knowlege as much as pof- 
ftble, and damp the fpirit of free enquiry 
with ^1 their might, and particularly ta 

ufe 
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ufe their utmoft endeavours to check and 
bridle the over-forward zeal of any of their 
fellow-emmets, who fliall prefume to exer- 
cife the talents beftowed upon them, either 
by nature or education, in the inftru£l:ion 
and improvement of their fellow-beings, 
in ufcful, civil, and pradiical knowlege ; 
and to do this by every art and contrivance 
in their power, by intimidating, brow-beat- 
ing, fining, imprifoning, out-lawing, bit- 
ing, fcratching, nipping, or any other me- 
thod which (hall appear properly calculated 
toftrike the bulk of the people with terror,^ 
and fpread a proper degree of numbnefs 
and torpitude over the underftandings of 
the whole colony, that the fubjedts may be 
thereby better fitted and prepared for abfo- 
lute obedience to fuperior power, and bear 
the yoke that fhall from time to time be 
thought fit and proper to be laid upon them 
without murmuring, or difturbing the 
peace, tranquillity, and good order of go- 
vernment, by faucy, infolent, or imperti- 

D 3 nent 
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ncnt remonftrances, memorials, or com- 
plaints. 

** V. A fifth axiom or maxim which 
hath been lately introduced) and is in vaft 
vogue and praSice, and attended with fuc- 
cefs far beyond the moft fanguine hopes of 
the leading emmets, is, for all thofe who 
are qualified for taking a feat in the great 
aflembly of the colony, to advife, exhort, 
and encourage their conftituents to fend 
from time to time, no matter how oft^n, 
or upon what trivial occafion, a letter of 
compliments to the fovereign, figned by 
the fecretary in the name of the body-poli- 
tic, in which they are to take efpecial care 
to infert the moft flattering and fulfome 
epithets and titles ; aflTuring him, that he 
has infinitely more and greater virtues and 
graces, both of mind and perfon, than any 
of his anceftors ; that they have the moft 
perfeft acquiefcence in his fuperior know- 
lege and underftandihg, in his paternal 
love, and his fatherly kindncfs for his 

people ; 
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^pec^le ; and above all other things to af- 
fure him, abfblutely, and without refexve, 
that their lives and fortunes ace at his fer- 
vice, and depend abfolutely upon his wiU 
and pleafure. For by this artful pradice^ 
thefe letters of compliment or condolence 
not only become a kind of fecurity for their 
ovim fidelity and loyalty, as it would be 
fhameful to deny in pradice, in. any future 
time, what they have fblcmnly avowed un- 
der their hancb and feals before time ; but 
stlfo become a kind of letter of credit to 
themfelves with the emmets in power, to 
improve their intereft, and encreafe their 
weight with them, when they fee their con-» 
ftituents fo kindly difpofed to recommend 
and fupport them. 

-** VI. A fixth axiom or maxim which 
hath been alfo lately adopted, and is now 
>almoft univcrfaJly efpoufed by all the gran- 
dees of the colony, and efteemed a mafter- 
ftroke in modern politics for the fupport 
and aggrandifement of the emmet confti- 

D 4 tution, 
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tution, and the maintenance and improve- 
ment of the public tranquillity, is this, 
That all the ants of property in the hillock 
(hould avail themfelves of a particular im* 
provement lately introduced into the fyftem 
of arts and fciences amongft them, and to 
appoint proper emmets to take an adual 
and exafl: furvey of all their lands, tcner 
ments, and granaries, in their prefent ftate 
3nd condition, however they came by them, 
or however they may have been improved 
and amended, repaired and enlarged, by 
. a«y of the occupiers, at their own coft, ex- 
pence, labour, and charges ; and after a 
V regular and exaS furvey, to fet fuch a va- 
lue upon them as may not only greatly 
advance and aggrandize their own power, 
wealth, and influence, but oblige their vaf- 
fals and tenants to fubjefb themfelves and 
their family to more inceflant labours, and 
an humbler fare, thereby to lower their fpi- 
rits gradually, and make them more fupple 
and pliant, and oblige them to be more 
faving and abftemibus, that a greater quan- 
tity 
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ticy of the more luxurious and valuable 
provifions of life may be fpared for the pub- 
lic markets, and the more convenient fup- 
port of the gentry qf the colony ; it being 
laid down as a maxim by the whole body 
of this fpecies of ants, that if every induf- 
trious emmet was totally deprived of white 
bread, butter, and fmall beer, thefe necef* 
faries would then be procured by them in 
the market at a cheaper, more moderate, 
and eafy rate. 

** To this axiom is added alfo, as a co- 
rollary, no lefs clear and demonftrable tj^n 
all the refl:, that in order the more tffc&xt- 
ally to advance the great defign above- 
mentioned, the greateft encouragement 
poffible ought to be given by all emmets of 
power and eftate in every part of the colo- 
ny, to the inclofure and improvement of 
all the open grounds and wafte lands of the 
whole country, provided that proper care 
be every- where firfl: taken that a fufiicient 
quantity be firft fet apart, and appropriated 

to 
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to the ufe and fole behoof of the feverfl 
chief lords, in confktcration of certain ex- 
cluflve privileges, emoluments, and advanta- 
ges, faid to be given up by the faid chief lord3 
for the public benefit and private advantage 
of every dii^rkSt, but in reality maintained 
notwithflanding in full force and virtue to 
them and their partisans, by feveral penal 
laMFS and ftatutes, which the fakl great lords 
have thought proper from time to time to 
cnz& and ordain, for the prcfervation and 
fupport of thofe very privileges they pre- 
tend to receivif a valuable confideration for 
the remiflion of their exclufive right to the 
fame : and alfo, that the faid great lords 
may be thereby enabled more effeftually 
to humble and reduce the independency of 
their vaflals and tenants within proper 
bounds, and by means of proper agents be- 
come acquainted with the full value of all 
their appurtenances, fo as to enable them 
to lay upon them fuch rents and taxes as 
•may cfFedually fee u re their dependence, 
and have^ befides, the happicft tendency to 

break 
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break their fpirits, and make them entire- 
ly obedient to all tbofe various rules of 
good policy which have been eftablifbed as 
the wifeft maxims of the emmet conftitu- 
tion I have already in part defcribed to 
you : and alfo to axifwer a farther purpofe, 
to oblige them to pay a more ready, wil- 
ling, and perfcd obedience to thofe gene- 
rous and humane laws fo lately agreed up« 
on and decreed in the colony, refpefting 
the prefervation of feveral forts of minute 
animals, which are faid in the emmet law- 
books to be of tYitfera natura kind. 

** VII. But there remains yet another 
axiom or maxim or two to be defcribed, of 
almoft as much importance as all the reft 
put together, fo as to be juftly ftiled the 
grand hinges, upon which alone each wife 
political emmet conftitution can move and 
turn with fteadinefs and eafe. 

** The firft is, the training up the 
younger emmets^ who are fele(5led out in 

order 
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order to be entrufted with any of the fub« 
ordinate compartments of the adminiftra- 
tion,in the mod approved mechods of bud- 
nefs in all capacities. 

** For this purpofe there is a particular 
academy ere£led, near the capital (cat of 
the fovercign^ to the head maftcr and di- 
rcStoT of which each candidate for the (o- 
vereign's favour or the date's emoluments is 
cautioufly recommended^ 

** This academy, if you caft your eyes 
this way, you may obfervc diftindlly 
enough in the center of the hillock, not 
far from the fovereign's own apartments. 
And though the fevcral particular motions 
difcoverabic therein are rather too fmall to 
be thoroughly difcovcrcd by your fight, as it 
is not in my power to give you at prefent 
the perfc£l vifion of a Sylph ; yet you may 
diftinguifh fo far plain enough, if you look 
earnefily, that the diftiplinc of the place is 
vaftly analogous to that of thofe noble in- 

{litutions 
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ftitutions in faihion amongft you mortals, 
where the rudiments of all fcience are in- 
ftilled into young and tender minds at the 
rate of a penny or three half-pence a week, 
conftfting principalfy of a coijrt-alphabet, 
with gilt letters impreffed upon ginger- 
bread to be learnt by heart ; and the more 
effectually to anfwer that purpofe, to be 
eaten by way of encouragement, in order 
to fix the letters the more ftrongly upon 
the mind and memory ; it being a mod: ju^ 
dicious maxim with thefe mafters of difci- 
pline, that every thing which afFe£ts the 
fenfe of eating and gratifies the taftc, is fo 
deeply implanted in the foul as never to be- 
entirely eradicated' afterwards. 

** There are alfo, in a different apart- 
ment, various kinds of hobby-horfes for 
the exercife of the younger ftudentSy to. 
form their bodies as well as their minds in* . 
to a certain manner and particular air of 
addrefsy excellently calculated and abfo^ 

lutely 
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lutely neceflsiry to prepau^ them for prefer- 
ment and the grand world. 

*^ You mayobfervealfo, in another apart* 
ment, certain white flicks, rods, or Wands, 
placed in horizontal direflions, and at dif-* 
ferent heights, for the ufe of the feveral ftu- 
dents, according to their different age and 
abilities, not unlike the leaping frames of 
your modern hunters in the human world. 
At thefe the young academicians are regu- 
larly and orderly exercifed to leap over or 
creep under at the word of command, 
which they are taught to do with the utmoft 
exadtnefs, decency, neatnefs, and agility, 
and without the leaft murmur or helitation 
in the world ^ nothing being more oppofite 
to the canons of the academy, nor fubjeftto 
more fevere reproofs or condign punifhment, 
than the leaft refraflorinefs of fpirit, or ful- 
lennefs of obedience, to the moft trifling 
orders of their mafters and fuperiors. 

" You 
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** You may alfo obfervc in a fourth 
apartment, if jou look carefully, in a cor- 
ner of the academy) ft very pretty genteel 
machine^ which is particularly appropriat- 
ed to the amufement of the wealthier fort 
of ants in the community ; and is general- 
ly known amongft theiti by the name and * 
title of the flying horfe. 

** This trurious engine is not of com- 
mon^ ufe amongft the tutors, nor employ- 
ed in an undiftingutfhed manneJr for the 
amufemeht or improvement of the whole 
academy without diftinftion, as this would 
be too troublefome, as well as expenflve ) < 
but is wifely confined to the fervice of fuch » 
emmets only who, by a lucky hit, or any 
other means whatever, 'be they what they 
will, may have chanced to ftumble upon 
fome hidden granary of ihining fand in th^ 
hillock, which enables them to pay largely 
for a diverfion fo expenfive and fo glorious 
for them. 

"It 
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'* It is however a piece of difcipline in 
this wife race too remarkable to be omitted 
in our defcription of the emmet confti^u- 
tion, though it is not of general or uhi«, 
verfal ufe ; I Ihall therefore endeavour to 
give you a clear and diftinA account of its 
particular exhibition upon proper occa- 
fions. 

*^ As to its external figure^ it needs not 
much defcription : you fee the nature of 
it and its frame plain enough, with the 
fine caparifoned horfes and gilt coaches 
which adorn its outermoft circle with 
ftreamers flying and ribbands fluttering in 
the air. 
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This external circle or frame being 
clofely conne£led with an upright poft in 
its center, is fo contrived as by the direc' 
tion of fome particular operator, and the 
affiftance of fome fecret wheel-work con- 
cealed within the ground, to be whirled 

fwiftly 
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f^ Wq^i of cQRiTO^d ii tbe fe^t^ oraa- 
IPfial^ ^»BiM§» ffn4 c^WJfqna igf the 
1^1^ dfl4 th^ ^Wg?«i cc^fiaiixf of rib- 

fvfjqn Pf •«*«? ^ gli^ CQlQVWg9i W|W 
the furniture, mouldings, and corniil)^ ^i 
a vaft variety of taftes, figures, and hu- 

** The method of difcipline with this 
Wf?|t>y W Mtf9« m (for (wh PflilK ar9 

gfift^a^ly #i^t^) fipifc i^ Jiimfclf 4Ay 
4^^tiof) t9 tajqe ^ ride^ ^4 ^^^erpife bim^ 
^( ^t^i$ noble divcrfiQA, his firft byiinc^li 
'^ to ^pply ta th? gr^4 pper^t^r, cathcr by 
^i|9;i^ OP 1>U ?g^ts, ta gain hi* pera^ft 
^QP, an4 fp^tl^ mrith hina the p^ticubf 
f^rms HRQ^ wl^ch he ih^I \m ^llaw^ ta 
Bjoi^t^ «i4 1<> &?P ypw Ihq p^ticuj V fe^i; 
^ chi^ (W }*W W- Aft^ tki§j ^ fiOUablq 

£ time 
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time is generally fixed for the young emmet 
to mount and perform bis exercife. after 
he hath previoufly gone through a ftrid 
and fevere examination before the grand 
operator himfelf, or a committee appoint- 
ed byhim for that purpofe, whether he 
hath qualified himfelf for the exercife ac- 
cording to the rules and flatutes of the aca- 
demy, 

<^ For this purpofe he is ufually afked the 
following queftions : 

** Have you got your a, b, c ? and, m im- 
printing it firmly upon your memory, have 
you, without reflriftion or mental refer- 
vation, conformed yourfelf entirely to die 
rules eflablifhed for this purpofe i Did you 
eat it all ? Was it bitter in the mouth, and 
fweet and eafy of digeflion in the belly ? 
Have you performed your due exercifes 
upon the hobby-horfe, and taken care to 
qualify yourfelf, by a proper application to 
the fhidy and pradice of that machine, for 

this 
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this nobler fpecies of riding which you now 
folicit for ? Have you devoted yourfelf for 
a proper feafon, according to the ftatutes 
of the academy, to the fervice and difci- 
pline of the ftick, and behaved yourfelf to 
the fatisfadion of your tutors and fuperiors 
in all the exercifes of it, from the loweft 
to the higheft rod ? and particularly, can 
you with adivity leap over the higheft rank 
at the word of command, or creep under 
the loweft with equal eafe and equal grace, 
and a becoming alacrity of fpirit i 

*^ To all which queftionsi the candidate 
having anfwered fatisfaflorily in the affir- 
mative, he is then delivered over by the 
grand operator to fome of his fubordinate 
agents, to be led through the feveral apart- 
ments of the academy, to exhibit an ex- 
ample of his thorough proficiency in all the 
previous exercifes thereof: a certificate of 
which is then drawn up by the faid agents; 
and being duly witneflfed by them, is tranf- 
mitted by them to the grand operator him- 

E 2 felf: 
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*i? WWaJ^si, ^^i fy^m^ ^ pr^RCf tiros. 



^*. Wbpn *? 4W appointed is coi|Kj a^4: 
*? gS»n*PB^^r^<f4^t¥s F9per ftan4, 

h}f ((^Uov^-^mq^ts, ^4ora.e4 ^ith thp pjTigi. 

ther it be h^C^ ^ 9^^!? i ^ ^^i: ^ ^ 
properly feated in or upon his particular 
iHMift or car^i?ige, t^c m^i^^ is ^fflj put, 
for a time, into ^ floT^r, gentle, eafy fxio^ 
tiQ8, ^hict\ is i^iprq^f^4 t)y iftfepfihl^ 4c- 
Smi i fP th%^ in ^ c^rt^in c^urfi^ qf tifn^ 
it k inaRf<^Y4d fp f^* a gr^at; 4egre^ of 
fwiftnfifs ^nd yeUyrijcy, ^nd th^^ without 
r^ft qr inteirmiiliw* that the vlA^x ^t l*ft 18 

VfhU\^ ?ibput vritk^ fqcl? rapi4ity, ^^^t. \m 
h^h^g^iiiain^ giddy Vy ^bP yeJtgpty qf tfe? 
moljian, hi^ Ijf^i^i b^9pa^?f i^vfrt^; fl^ 

part Yfiv^ <^wm^ tto q^ifiWi ^Rv^ eef^ 

I feffing 
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ibg a ^rdpbrtionable frfterktbii, he no 
Uki^i khbW^ hliftfelf as the (kme being he 
^si^ when he tmunted. He m longer febs 
liHj^dlljei^^ asthey formeriy appeared to him, 
byt as they arfe notiir prefented to his vieiir 
lhr6i]gh the hldgie lanthbrn of the grand 
i^f2it<»r I and ^/^len^ after a doe ccmrfe of 
exercife, he is again difinoanted, his fi^xC 
and underftanding are fo amazingly alter- 
ed^ that he ctmfiders all his fellow-en^idets, 
i/fhb tiippM not to b^ adorned vfith the 
&ttit ti^ppifigs la himfelf, its k difler^nc 
fj^cits of bieiligs i as Ifhikch inferior tcf him 
lis thdii Minute infedh Which are faid to 
tti'^l bvef Md feed upon the fineft par- 
ticles Of every anhnal conftitution and car<- 

<^ Scrch i^^ in general^ the difciplme of 
thi& famtras acadeifiy ; bdt it how and tiien 
happens^ peHiaps once dr twite In an age» 
that (bme adventurdus emmet 6r other, by 
mete dint of geniu) inA Spixjih obtrudes 

E 3 himfclf 
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himfelf into the academy by downright 
violence ; defpifes all the rules and difci- 
pline of it, and, without the leaft applica* 
tion to any of the previous exercifes, 
bounds over all oppofition, and leaps into 
the faddle or the coach in fpite of all the 
arts and machinations of the grand opera- 
tor, and all the aflembled body of his crea- 
tures and inferior agents. 

** Upon fuch an emergency, whenever 
it happens, the whole party are fure to be 
feized with fuch a violent fit of numbneis, 
torpitude, and at laft infenfibility, that the 
reins of the machine flipping from theop^ 
rator's hands, the high- fpirited emmetfinds 
liimfelf at full liberty to exercife himfelf in 
his new exaltation, according to his own 
notions, opinions, and ideas, without be- 
ing fubje^ (unlefs he himfelf pleafeth to 
imitate a predeceflbr's glorious example) to 
the dreadful confequences of that rapid 
whirl which the grand operator, whilft he 
rules the machine, is fure to exercife upon 

every 
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every emmet who chufeth to ride either by 
bis approbation or connivance, 

^* When fuch a cafe as I have been de- 
fcribing happens, the moft approved me- 
thod of pradlice is this : the fpirited emmet, 
after he hath convinced all his fellow-em- 
mets, in the ufual forms, that he hath the. 
perfe(9: ufe of his faculties, and particular- 
ly the free and voluble ufe of his tongue, 
provides himfelf with a cat-o^nim tails; with 
which he is to prefent himfelf before the 
veftibule of the academy, at any time when 
the grand operator and all his agents fhall 
be moft bufied, and in the greateft height 
of their difcipline and inftrudjons. 

^' He is then in an authoritative tone of 
voice to demand admittance, without any 
of the ufual forms and ceremonies, which 
being fure to be denied, as abfolutely con- 
trary to the rules and forms of the houfe, 
he is then immediately to proceed to flagel- 
lation ; and brandifhing his weapon high 

£4 in 
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ih a!r, id Ikf about h'nVi agMfift hh opi)6- 
nents with all his might iiid wiftbut dir- 
tin£liot), till by his indefatigable pains he is 
Mtit M to Mtip\M th^ ii6Ut of his an- 
(itgonilis^ hy the defeat of th^ gt^Ad bfie^ 
/ator himfelf ; when the fidd 6f battle he-* 
irig cli^iO'ed df 6nemte», h^ ffhds himlblf ih 
^blblute pbfftffibn, at^d at free liberty to 
uft (h« mi^hitte flctordihg to his oWn plei-* 
Ait^. But this I'^niring a moft uncohi-* 
thon rpirit^ ind the ttioft diftinguiihed abi* 
liti^s to ehfure fuccefs ^gaiilft ftich a mttl-* 
dtud« artd fuch a irariety of oJ)pibfitteft j I 
tnvL^ confefs it id bat rarely found put itt 
pra£i!ce. 

" VIII. But I had almoft forgot, Eu- 
gcnlo, to dcfcribe and rtpreftttt to you an- 
other Invention, no kk ingenious than it is 
ilngular, which hath bden contrived With- 
in lefs than a century ago, by th6 grand 
operator, or fome of his moft intimate 
friends and adherents^ with a view to ob- 
viate, in the moft tS^Stuxl manner, thafe 

accidental 
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acrid^nttd iiitdnreni«iti€6 euid occafional 
nitttMicaid^ins he hath fiftind himfelf at 
timet fabjeA tc^, by means i>f dlbfe high-t> 
fpirited emmetd I have joft hinted at« 

« This toUtriVancc is as follo^srs : On the 
top of one of the loftieft and tailed pin* 
hacl^of the kcademj, if you lodk atten- 
tively, yoif mdy difcorer a wonderful light 
and airy tnachine f2lften6d^ in the forih of 
a drbnOi but confid^rably larger, With fails 
fitted totme of its fides, liice thofe of i 
wind^^milU fo contrived, by the heljp of 
modern niechknits^ as to turn upon a piirbt 
in the tenter^ ^^d prefent its fails t6 erery 
poiht of the coihpafs. 

^< In the interior part of this machine 
are contained thiiee various kinds of move* 
ments tb Work three pair of mili-ftones^ 
diftin^niflied by the followihg liathes ; die 
bullion mfli^ thepapetmill, andtfaeannihi- 
Istingihrll i datfa of which, when fetto work 

by 
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by the diredion of the grand operator, pro- 
jduce regularly their proportionable advan- 
tages to the fervice, as He and his agents 
generally pleafe to phrafe it» 

. <* The firft of thefe mills is folely em- 
ployed in the management and regulation 
of the (hining iand and aAual fpecie of 
the colony; and as the fcrew^ are fet 
ftraiter or m^ore relaxed, it is made to pro- 
duce, when fet to work, more or lefs, both 
in quantity and quality, according to the 
particular diredions of that emmet who is 
principally intruded with the immediate 
care of its operations ; fo that the ihining 
fand of the country may be enhanced or 
diminiihed in its intrinfic value, or increaf- 
ed or decreafed in its quantity and plenty, 
at the fecret pleafure of the grand opera- 
tor : by which means it generally happens, 
that thofe bold geniufes who are fo fertile 
in diAurbing the great emmet's adminiftra- 
tion are kept within roper bounds, and 

reftrained 
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retrained within proper degrees of appre- 
henflpn, left their impetuous fpirits fhould 
introduce a public bankruptcy into the co- 
bi^y ; fo that they are obliged to remain 
quiet, out of pure afFe£lion to their coun- 
try's (afety. 

** But (hould any party of oppofition, 
being aware of the deep-laid ftratagem, 
become fo powerful, by uniting together, 
as to collect within themfelves a fufficient 
quantity of (hining fand to circulate for 
the ufes of the colony, to preferve a proper 
par of exchange throughout the whole ter- 
ritory, without the intervention of the 
grand operator; fo that his power and 
dignity feems to be at a ftand, and in dan* 
ger of being reduced to its original infig- 
nificance; he, upon any fuch emergent 
occafion, has immediate recourfe to his 
fecond mill, called the paper-mill; the 
main deilgn and purpofe of which is, by a 
proper application, of the magic art of 

tranf- 



tran{%utiit!i9i« io gHnia ddWn &I1 the fliitt^ 
ih^ Ikrid dhd {})fcie 6F Qib coldhy he cfth 
~g<;t ihfd bi^ hMds, iht6 (hi^ll portioi^ihA 
terapi^ of paf^f-, of a ^caHhv leiti\xit fthfl 
Ibttto, mirkdd With ccitaih inyfltribui H*^ 
roglyphical figures, imprefled litx^h ^tlkh 
in a particular manner by the mafterof the 
fhlll, &t the dirfeSion of the grfthd opera- 
tot hiittfelf, ih order that thfey may be ftch 
Shcl klibWh aglifh, and icfcbi-diA^ to theii* 
|)Hvat6 ib^rks h^ve thftir W6rth arid Vilttt 
l-ilfed bf l6^^iltd, agreeable to their parti- 

tukt will and pldafar^ fdr the tifhg tei%. 

** Irhife fcri{5s of paper the opferkt6t 
Sftd his uAder workmen dih'gchtljr dlftri- 
hM throtfgh the c6teny, and p^iculfarly 
tb that Tpecies of the pfiOplfe ^^o iffe toowh 
to pbiTets the ifioft cohfiderafilfe tfcaTurei of 
ftinihg fafid ih thfeif- private hoards and 
granaries, delivferihg dloAg TVith thdiii i 
ftiall fragrant fug^-pluhl, generally of 
ah exceilenl !af!e and fimtXty tzicMlitM fb 

put 
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gff t^ hvJik of the ants ia g^d iiiupaur, 
W^ prein^l upqn the rich# pf ^m tp ^^^ 
Cqy^ jr their bid treafures ; and^ ufp^i tl|^ 
^Qod faith suid prQini(<?$ of the qper^^r, xq 
cxqha^ngp th^m with hirn fpj: a prpportiojiT 
aSIr^i^u^ of thefe bi^ and fcr^ps of pa* 
jwr, wkich he engages, by m?ans €if fuit-r 
^blc ajeiit^, tQ receive again ^K ^ proper 
and convenient feafon ; that is, v/hem it; 
beft fuits himfelf and his fchemes, as fo 
i;;^^h fhiniug i^fi4 W^ fp/soie pf the colo- 
ny : by thffp powef ful cjlwfl^^ fweetq?-. 
il^ anil foo^hing the teippers ^ii4 ^fpofi^- 
tjqns of bi| fell9\|V-eix^aiets ; t^f^ they bq^ 
if«> caphiof theq)felv^s, lulled mto^ pka^Ct 
i^g fiffucity, n^ay be proof ^^^ft the vil^ 

iflfinWtWW ^ 41 tb^ ioipJacabl^ Wir, 
m?^, ij/bqm w\the,i( aa,ttc;ry wr twrq;-g^ 
neithfar fiwtjhjflg i;ior fcourgiog, can inti- 
jpidblefwof) Uiterruptipg hi(Q wit;h all thei(: 
iniigbti{^ the wholefome e^erQi&siof hi^ 

« But, 
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** But, fliould he even find him&lf de- 
feated in the profecution of this wcll^on- 
trived fchemfe, either by the agility, abili- 
ties, induftry, or number of his enemies, 
he is by no means without refources (fuch 
IS the fertility of an emmet's genius) but 
has refource to his third mill, which in 
their language is called the annihilating 
mill. 

•* The methods in pradiice with this 
machine, which hath met with die great- 
eft approbation in all weIl-poli(hed ant- 
hillocks, ever fihce the days of Machiavel, 
are thefe : Upon any emergent occafion, 
when the paper- currency of the colony 
begins to be attended with obftru<9ions 
and palpitations, and to manifeft a limp in 
its gait, through the various parts of the 
hillock ; the grand operator ufually calk 
together a general aflembly of all the mem- 
bers of the academy who have had a regu- 
lar initiation and education in the rules and 

difci« 
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difdpline of it ; at which ail are obliged to 
attend who have been fworn fellows of the 
fociety, to confider of ways and means to 
preferve and maintain the grand operator's 
greatnefsand their own importance, under 
the ufual pretext of the public welfare, and 
the fafety and profperity of the ftate. 

** At this aflembly fome fcheme or other 
is contrived, by fome aftive emmet, of get- 
ting in as much paper-currency as poffible 
atalowpriccy and then conveying them 
to the third mill, where they grind them 
down to fmaller fhreds than before, alter- 
ing their form and texture in fuch an art- 
ful manner, that there may be an abfolute 
deceptio vifus in the cafe ; after which they 
come out of the mill, converted into a kind 
of fmall tickets, and then diftributed back 
again amongft the chief adherents of the 
fociety, and fo gradually circulated as new 
coin and new currency to all parts of the 
hillockj with an additional note of encou- 
ragement to every adventurer, that at a 

certaia 
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certain time, publicly fp^ifie4» «VDnrul- 
dividual of tbfiin may be ^UM^m VRim ^ 
public iiitb gf the cQpi9)UAil;y» l^ajt gt t^ 
fmall and tiriflif^g basard Qf s^QslCHi^ to |, 
every ticket iS^l ^nci^^fft Sfusi t^imfiw^^ 
tim^s in v^u^. 

•* And if it {hould fo happen that, not- 

withftanding *^ wi^J^ *r^ fe fwtril W<1 in- 
ccoifiderahl^^ the ^dvfntqr^i? flu^vil^ fi^ilV 
carry in bi^ ch^c§9 Qx be di^pp^mie4 '^ 
his hopes, that h« ihatl not fgflhir $bP 1<^ 
of all hi3 Qxf^eSation^ entiftly> bi^^ fp^^ 9 
certain time, en during Aa tsrw of ^)| ^• 
iuet'9 natw&l life, ib9]l> tbrswgb tbf «^t' 
treme gencrofity and bea?ficencf of tb^ 
^rand operator, be allowed to e^ch^pp^e, 
at the word of ha;*ards, every ten ear tw^lvQ 
grains of ihining fand be (hall tjhinli; f^« 
p^r to entruft him with the care an4 ^^'' 
nagement of^ for five Or fix grains of tb^ 
fame fubftance, if he is prudent enOHgb 
IQ mal^e the exchange in time, before tber 
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period comtUj when a fudden guft of wiai 
upoathe iaik of tbe wiad-miU ihall whirl 
them about with fuch amasiiag rapidity^ 
as to jredace, in the ^winkling of an eye, 
every individual fcrap remaining in the 
mill to aa ioEipalp^Ue powder, which the 
wiod ds^erfes abroad without the leaft 
poffibilicy of recolledion. By this means 
the operator is fecurely furniflied, not only 
with the proper funds for the fupport and 
maintenance of the general welfare and 
profperity, but alfo for the private and 
fecret fcrvices of the academy, and the gen- 
teeler maintenance and fupport of all the. 
various matters and tutors employed there- 
in, and for all the neceiTary out -goings oc* 
caiioned by the expence laid out in keep- 
ing the building in good and refpedable 
condition and repair. And what is of in- 
finite more confequence and advantage 
than all the reft put together, he is by fuch 
a method furniibed with the beft and moft 
approved receipts that have hitfaerta been. 

F invented 
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invented or thought of for repelling and 
defeating all the machinations of his im- 
placable enemies, by a fuitable, timely; 
and regular diftribution of thofe favings 
which accrue to himfelf by this artful and 
important contrivance, annihilating by 
fuch practices all their, weight, influence, 
and power, in the community of em- 
mets. 

<' Such, Engenio, are the grand and 
fundamental principles of this greatly ce- 
lebrated emmet conftitution ; fuch the 
mighty and important axioms which are 
the foundations of the praftical part 
of its government and policy ; from 
the knowlege of which already commu- 
nicated, and the farther lights that I 
ihall hereafter occafionally furnifh you 
with for your farther inftruftion, you will 
be enabled to form a good and rational 
judgment of the confufions of the hillock, 
and of the conduft and aftions of thofe 

dif- 
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•diftinguifhed emmets I have iaiready de^ 
fcribed as the chief managers and direfiors 
of the body-politic of this induftrious race, 
and the motives upon which they feem to 
build both their ideas and their a6lions. 

^' For this .purpofe, Eugenio, direS thine 
eyes to that fpacious area thou obferveft in 
the center of the hillock ; in the midft 
whereof ftands an ancient, but noble and 
venerable firuSure, fuppofed. to be erected 
when a Gothic or a Vandal race of ants eh^ 
joyed the fupreme government and direc- 
tion of the country. To this building, 
obferve, all the ants of figure and note in 
theterritory are juft now flocking. 



(C 



Whilft they are aflTembling and feat- 
ing themfelves according to their feveral 
ranks and pofts in the community, I will 
take the opportunity of giving thee a fuc- 
cinft account of the motives of their com- 
ing .together in fo extraordinary a mariner, 

# 
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and upon fuch an extraordinary oocafioOy 
in as plain and familiar a manner as I can 
dtvife. 

f ^ I will theft make thee iiivifible by my 
fuperior power, and tranfport thee into the 
aflembly itfel^ ^herQ tbqu f^alt fee, hear, 
and admire at, with wonder and aftoni^^* 
ment, the acutenefs, artleflhefs, fagacity^ 
difintereftednefs, beneficence, .public fpi- 
rit and generofity, which fo confpicuoufly 
iiiine forth in all the harangues of this au« 
guffr and venerable aflefnbly. 

*^ Know then, Eugenio, that the prime 
caufe of this extraordinary aff^mbly now 
drawing together is that long track or open 
path -way, which thou mayefl obferve unit- 
eth the extremeft and moft diftant parts ot 
the colooy together. 

*^ This track hath been a long time in 
fprming, executing, and completing, and 

hath 
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hadi been a very great and conftderable ex« 
pencei |>art!cularl]r to that part of thd in« 
habitants who have their habitations and 
granaries moft to the eaft end of the col6- 
ny, as they Were obliged^ On account of 
the weftern parts being very thinly inha- 
bited, to find all the tools and materials 
neceiTary both for making and keepirig 
open the faid comiiiunicating track, and 
fliaintaihing the fame from time to time ith 
good and reafonable repair. 

*' This the wifer fort amongft them fub* 
mitted to without repining, from a full 
convi6):ion that^ as foon as the communis 
cation (hould be completed^ and thefchenfie 
fully executed, and the weftern part of the- 
hillock fully and fufficiently inhabited ztidr 
cultivated, it would open a new and glori-^ 
ous road that could never be flopped up, 
through which they niight convey and 
tranfport with pleafuf^, .^nd at their eafe,; 
all thtir own fuperfloities^ and the various 

F 3 produce 
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produce of their induftry at the eaft end, 
and exchange them there for thofe various 
neceflaries which were to be found in abun- 
dance in the weftern parts, in fuch a vaft 
profufion and variety as ihould enable them 
to fupply all the various hillocks in the 
emmet world with whatever they had to 
fpare, at their own option and their own 
prices, fo as to aggrandize and enrich them- 
ielves according to their own pleaiure, in- 
duftry, or abilities, confiftent with the ge- 
neral welfare of trade and commerce. 

*^ But it fo happened, that during the 
period whilft this main track was com- 
pleting, a neighbouring colony of white 
emmets, having taken it into their heads 
that hats were a much better and a more 
profitable wear, both for the male and fe- 
male emmets, than cither woollen, worfted, 
or leather caps could poffibly be ; and having 
difcOvercd a fmall rill of water which run 
to the north-weft of the red emmets fcttle- 

mcnts. 
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ments, they eftabliihed thera a fmall fac- 
tory of emmets of their own caft on the 
north fide of this rill, with a fecret defign, 
in a courfe of years, to hem in and confine 
the red emmets within the fouthern bounds 
of the fame rill, and by that means cut ofF 
their communication with every diftant 
ant-hillock of the black fort to the north, 
without whofe afEftance this manufactory 
of hats could not be completely executed 
and carried on. 

*' By this means they propofed to engrofs 
the whole trade to themfelvcs, at the fame 
time that they prevented their neighbour - 
emmets and rivals in the art and occupa- 
tion of hat-making, from maintaining any 
farther intercourfe with the black emmets, 
to difpofe of their luxuries and fuperfluitics 
amongft them. 

" They propofed to themfelves alfo an>- 
otherconfiderableadvantage from this plan, 

F4 the 
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the fooner to extirpate their rivals ; ntii 
that waB, to ofier a kind of public reward 
to be paid every black ant for everjr red eoi* 
met's probofcis which they could procure 
and cut off in hunting, thereby depriving 
them of the moft ufeful member about 
them, without which they could neither 
dry, delve, nor hoard up at all ; flattering 
themfelves by thefe practices, that in two 
or three emmet generations they ihould be 
able, either wholly to extirpate their ene- 
mies from that part of the 'liillock, or 
oblige them to renounce their allegiance 
to the eaftern ants, from whence they ori- 
ginally fprung, and fubmit to their power 
and jurifdi&ion. 

•' They availed themfelves alfo, for the 
fame purpofe in the further execution of 
this fcheme, of feme grievous politi- 
cal blunders of their neighbours, whilft 
they were fettling thefe new plantations j 

4 thefe 
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thefe latter having, through an impe- 
tuous defire of completing their defigns 
in the fpeedieft, and, fts they thbught, the 
moft effiedual manner, endeavoured to 
plant the various parts of this weft end of 
the colony with a confufed colledion of 
all forts of emmets, from any hillock, 
wherever they could find any of the inha- 
bitants difpofed to migrate ; fo that thi$ 
part of the fettlemcnt was*a flxange motly 
mafs of all colours^ fizes, and forts, with^ 
out diftin£lion ; by which means the fettle** 
mentwas deprived of that political noofe 
which ties other emmet communities to- 
gether fo effeaually ; I mean that which 
is underftood, in the language of you mor- 
tals, by the name of amor f atria* 

^* Hence fprung the following mifchief, 
that each fet, feft, and party, would on- 
ly mind their own concerns and granaries, 
without refpefting the public weal ; and 
fo becoming a confufed, diforderly, dif- 

jointed 



74 THE ANTS. 

jointed rabble, their neighbours the White 
and black emmets might be encouraged, 
without any apprehcnfions of drawing the 
weight and ftrength of the whole colony 
upon them, by draggling parties, and con- 
flantly hovering upon the out-(kirts of 
their fcttlemcnts, proceed regularly in the 
execution of thejr plan, by cutting oiF oc- 
calionally any particular fets or companies 
who might, through luft of gain, fpread 
and plant themfelvcs beyond the line of 
defence, originally defigned for the protec- 
tion of the hillock againd all foreign in- 
vaders, and particularly the black ants who 
lay next them. 

** So that their dcfign, for the caufcs 
affigncd, far cxccidcd in its progrcfs and 
execution the moil fanguinc cxpcdlations 
of the mod violent fpirits aniongft them j 
the feveral disjointed parts of the colony 
leaving their frontier unprotcftcd, either 
bccaufe they apprehended ihcmfelves at a 

con* 
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confiderable diftance from the danger, or 
becaufe they had fome of them taken it into 
their heads that it was a mortal fin to fight^ 
or even bite or fcratch their greateft and 
moft inveterate enemies; orbecaufe a con- 
fidei^ble number of pied enamets, having 
no home of their own to run to in cafe of 
invafion, and having fettled thereabout by 
chance almoft in a fit of defpair, thought it 
matter of indifference whether they were 
fubjed to the orders of the red or white 
ants, provided they could enjoy their pri- 
vate hoards in quiet. In thefe ientiments 
they were alfo farther confirmed from a 
hope they pleafed themfelves with, that 
by a clandeftine correfpondence with the 
latter, they fhould have greater'^'^opportu- 
nities of enlarging and (locking their gra- 
naries than they could ever expeft to have 
by any commerce with their original pa- 
trons and protestors. 

« Whilft 
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<< Whilft things were thus cifcuihftan- 
ced, the white einmets found this well- 
contrived fcheme of their3 alfo greatljr af- 
fifted in the execution hy anothei* particu- 
lar in the political condu£l of thofe ants 
who had, in former times« held the fo^e- 
reign power in the eaftern parti of the red. 
emmet domains. 

*• For they, by virtue of fome peculiar 
idea they had formed to themfelves of th6 
prerogatives annexed to their high dignity, 
had been accuftomed, upon the moft tri- 
fling application, and without the lead 
hefitation, to grant out to any court emmet 
who was (killed in the myfterious arts of 
intriguing, fuch or fuch a portion, known 
and unknown, of the weft end of the hil- 
lock, as they fhould think proper to inha- 
bit and cultivate by themfelves or their 
friends, without paying the leaft regard to 
any ants who might already be in poileffion, 
or expreffing the leaft fhadow of a doubt 

of 
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^ th^iF «wn ^fnighty iadefeaiible power 
to difpofe of at theuFown ^biblute will an4 
pleafure, any tra£ts of the ant-hillock that 
WgM bp n^enticmed to ^h^m as lying va- 
€4i\t9 witboMt eyef ietiDg or knowing 
^poa, with 9^ aiiipl§ pew^ suxd authority 
a^ tbofp psurt^ whicj^ had li>y mutual comr 
p^ been, tia\c> jippiB^inoria), fubj^ to 
their fpvereignty. 

<^ From this ill-j lodged xoaxim naturally 
fprung up a variety of interefts and viewfi^ 
which not only greatly interfered with ati4 
contradifted one another, but greatly im- 
peded aojd eqpibarrafied the protedUon of the 
fettlemei>t againft their foreign eneoii^s ; 
each coi^rt ant who chancec) to obtain a 
portion for himfelf, confining his whole 
care to iQ^e tjie i^p^l: q( his ov^cn^ without 
the leaft ^ttentiion eixher to the ia^ty qi^ 
profpiprity of his next neighbours, or tlie 
^curity of thofe ants whom he had pre- 
•<vailed upon to begin new nefts in thofe ter- 
ritories 
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ritories which he had begged, thought, or 
perhaps ftole for himfelf. 

" By this means the ditch of defence, 
defigned to be thrown up for the fecurity 
of the hillock, being every now and then 
neglected or interrupted, vaft wide open- 
ings were left for the white and black em- 
mets to harrafs the extreme parts of the 
fettlements with the moft barbarous in- 
roads and incurjfions, without any poi&bi- 
lity of reftraining or repulfing their impe- 
tuofity. 

** In this condition affairs continued un- 
til the white emmets had nearly completed 
the firfi: part of their defign ; and it has 
been thought they would have executed 
the whole in one or two fummers more, 
had they not been prevented by a very un- 
toward accident which they little expcft- 
ed, 

" The 
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^^ The fovereign then upon the throne 
of the red emmets happened to be of a bet- 
ter breed and race than thofe who had for- 
merly poffeffed the fame poft. He was a 
great lover of his country and his people, 
and an implacable enemy to the whole race 
of white ants, as the conftant difturbers of 
the peace and tranquility of the emmet 
world, and implacable to all their fellow- 
infedts who refufed to be dyed the fame co- 
lour as themfelves. 

*' This gracious, beneficent, and wife 
fovereign, upon hearing the report of all 
thefe atrocious proceedings from fome of 
his faithful fervants, and being alfo made 
acquainted with the defencelefs ftate of this 
part of the hillock, refolved to take upon 
bimfelf the effeftual proteftion of his wef- 
tern frontier, and provide for the peace, 
proteftion, and fecurity of his fiibjefts, by 
totally expelling and driving out the whole 
•race of white ants from that fide of the 

hillock. 
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'hillock, as they had given him fucb t righ- 
teous caufe and reaibn (when the many 
plaufible pretexts they had given him be* 
fore would have been fufficient for any 
other fovereign to have proceeded upon to 
afiion, as the ibvereigns of the emmet 
world now go) why he ihould exert his 
utmoft power to extirpate thofe miichiev* 
ous ants, whofe vileneis and inhumanity 
had been fo great as to induce them to 
make the firmeft alliances, and form the 
clofeftconne£lions with an ant-eating race 
to annoy and deflroy his peaceable, faith- 
ful, and induftrious fubjcdts. 

^' Animated with fucb a laudable refo- 
lution, he ordered a fufficient defence to 
be tranfported to his diftrefled people, and 
his power to be properly exerted for their 
deliverance, by the particular advice, and 
at the particular expence of the ants inha- 
biting the eaftern parts of his dominions. 
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*^ By thefe powerful Aicoours the white 
emmet4 were in a fliqit fpace d/iven from 
all their roguifli purpofes, and to, their 
mortification found all their machina ions 
defeated, by the fupertor fpirit and bravery 
of their antBgooifls, direfied by wife, fa- 
gacious, and prudent councils j and foon 
compelled to give up and furrender, abfo* 
lutely and for ever, all their villainous 
fchemes and defigns, and totally relinquifli 
the fetciements they had formed upon the 
main land on that ilde of the hillock. 

'' They did not indeed give up all thefc 
mighty things without a ftruggle, though 
their utmoft efforts were vain. They ex- 
erted their utmoft flrength, arts, and poli- 
cy, for which they are fo famed in the 
emmet world. Nay, they had the addrefs 
to draw in the brown emmets, theirneigh- 
bours to the fouth, to efpoufe their caufc 
and abet their dcfigns, contrary to all rules 
of found policy, as well as the faith of 

G treaties ; 
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treaties ; but their weak affiftance did no- 
thing at all : unprepared and unprovided 
for an oiFenfive war, they could not de- 
fend themfelves from the attacks of thered 
emmets at all ; fo that their rafhnefs foon 
met with its deferved reward ; and they, 
after a found and hearty drubbing, were 
obliged to fubmit to the conqueror*8 terms, 
and reduced to the difagreeable neceifity of 
giving up large tra£b of territory lying in 
the fame quarter, as a punifhment of their 
impotent malice, and a juft reward of their 
infidious fchemes. 

" Upon the ofFer of fuch large con- 
ceffions from both parties, generous terms 
of pacification were flipulated and agreed 
upon by all parties, and every thing feem- 
cd to tend to the improvement and aggran- 
dizement of the red emmet dominions, 
when it happened that the brown emmets, 
taking the advantage of the appearance of 
fome buftle, confufion, and difturbance, 

in 
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in the councils of the colony, thought it 
prudent to avail themfelves of a particu- 
lar article inferted in the terms of pacifica- ^ 
tion, in order to evade the execution of 
the other terms as long as poffible ; and 
accordingly began to ma£e heavy and 
grievous complaints that the red emmets, 
in the weflern part of the hillock, had, for 
time immemorial, under fundry falfe pre- 
tences, maintained an illegal and clandef- 
tine correfpondence with the weftern fub- 
je<5b of his brown emmet majefty, upon 
the main land, in the neighbourhood of 
their chief and capital fettlements 5 where- 

r 

by great enormities were committed, and 
inexprei&ble injury was done to the re- 
venue and income both of the fovereign 
and the ftate. 

" They alfo urged, that if the red em- 
mets had that regard for found faith and 
integrity which they made fuch ftrong 
profeffion of, and of which they had in- 

G 2 deed 
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Jded giveis upon variMis oocafions^ tbe 
ilnMigeft and moR undoubied prooft, chejr 
ought to put an immcdtate old to ail foch 
dandeftine oomdpottAoKC and illegal 
pra^cei. 

<^ Thefe rcmonftraacea being luckilj 
well timed and properly laid before the 
dicn dirediort of the academy, and falling 
in with their own high prerogative notion 
of things, diey determined to enforce the 
remonflrancei, and prevail upon the fov^ 
reign to confent to the prayer of it, «nd 
by his own prerogative to ifliie orders for 
that purpofe to the weft ttid of the hillock, 
though it was moft apparently the greateft 
injury and hurt that could poffibly be done 
to the interefts of his fubjeds in that part 
of the emmet world ; and accordingly pe- 
remptory orders were tran&iitted over for 
that very purpofe. 
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*^ In fa£l (that I may leave you igno* 
rant of nothing, Eugenio, that has any 
tendency to give a clear and diftinfl idea 
of the foundation of the preient diforders 
and commotions) the cafe between them 
gbfolutely ftood thus, when developed of 
thofe artful dKguifes that have been thrown 
over it by the principal managers on both 
fides. The red emmets, in the courfe of 
their improvements in trade and manufaC'- 
tures at the eaft end of the colony, found 
it would be of the greateft advantage to 
both to acquaint their fellow-ants in the 
weft, that one of the principal works they 
ought to en^ploy themfelves in was, the 
careful and diligent gathering in and col«» 
leding all the red chips they could poffibly 
find, and tranfport them, as a moft preci-^ 
ous commodity, to their patrons and pro* 
teAors in the eaft. Purfuant to thefe dif 
redions, after diligent iearch, they found 
the beft and the moft numerous upon cer- 
tain wafte lands and territories which bor- 

G 3 dered 
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dered upon the dominions of the brown 
ants, where, for the better colledion of 
them, they fixed a fmall fettlement, and 
eftablifhed a few of their own people upon 
that part of the continent, having firft made 
an alliance for the fame purpofe, upon the 
prudent terms of civil compaA, with a few 
ftraggling independent emmets who had 
burrowed here and there in the country, 
and owned no jurifdi<Slion but their own, 
ftipulating upon reafonable terms for all 
rcafonablc afliftance in the bufinefs* 

** About the fame period of time it hap- 
pened that the fovcrcign of the brown em- 
mets toolc it into his head that he was in- 
finitely better qualified to carry on trade 
and merchandize than any of his fubjedis ; 
and that if he engroflcd the traffick of his 
colonics into his own hands, his fubjedis 
would gain a great deal more profit, and 
trade with much greater fccurity, as well 
as advantage, as his faflors, than if they 

venture 
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ventured upon their own foundations; 
efpecially as the ftaple commodity of the 
weft end of his dominions chiefly confift- 
ed of (hining fand, which, as his favour- 
ites told him, he ought to fecure in his 
own hoard, that he might difpofe of it 
again to advantage, by obliging his fubjeds 
to take what they wanted from him at his 
own valuation and prices. 

** Upon thefe wife and political maxims, 
he accordingly iiTued out, in a very pomp- 
ous manner, an ordonnance to all the em- 
met colonies round about, who were in 
friendfhip and alliance with him, fpecify- 
ing, that he intended to take the trade of 
his colonies into his own hands : that he 
bad or would provide a fufficient number 
of carriages to convey any emmets who 
chofe to be his fadors, and their merchan* 
dize, from one part of the colony to an- 
other : that he would take care theyfhould 

be 
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be got ready at a certain place : that he 
wouM give them notice of the time when 
he intended the carriages ibould fet off: 
that they had nothing elfe to do bat to 
traniport tbemfeives and their goods for 
trade to the place appointed : that he would 
take care when they were there, they 
ihould be loaded ready for conveyance to 
fuch partsof the colonies as be fliould judge 
moft convenient for his own emolument 
and advantage: and that for all thcfe 
mighty privileges and advantages, which 
be bad fo prudently contrived for their be* 
nefit and their eafe, he would only a(k and 
ilipulate for himfelf about one fifth part of 
the value of their effe^ for all his tiouUe 
and expences ; they firft engaging to £t and 
furnifh all his viceroys, deputies, and fer- 
Yants, with what they wanted, at aftated 
price, to prevent chcm ex;uAtng too much 
pro£t from this part of his fubjeiSs, and 
paying them a certain rate and duty for 

leave 
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kam to trade with the other fear filths^ or 
{6 much a^s they fliouid h^ve to fpire^ after 
hiis chofen fervanti wet« fupplted and fit- 
ted, with the reft of his fubjefis ; Trdm 
iiThom, if they a^ed prtiderit)y> and in 
concert with his minifters, they might 
make up all deficiences arifing from thefe 
ftipulations, by extorting fo much the 
more for their goods from thofe emmets 
who maintained themfelves by their own 
induftry, without having any concerns 
with the interior government of that part 
of the colony ; and by fuch a fyftem of 
merchandize, he propofed to prevent his 
factors from carrying off too much fhining 
fand to their own faoarck, without firft let- 
ting him, and his agents and favourite fer- 
vants, partake of the profits and advan^ 
tages that accrued therefrom. 

** Such, Eugenio, is the wife and in- 
genious fyftem of politics which the fove- 

reign 
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retgn of the brown emmets bath long pur- 
fued, (o egregioufly contrived for the vaft 
encreafe and improvement of his wealth, 
and the no lefs aftonifhing aggrandize- 
ment of the power and glory of his do^ 
minions. 
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H£ red emmets, however, 
who were employed in th.e 
coliedipg and gathering red 
chips in the neighbouring parts, quickly 
obferved, that the inferior fort of bfown 
ants, who are the moft valuable part in 
every induftrious and mercantile commu- 
nity, were by this method of trafEc fub- 
je& to great and violent oppreffions* 
They, therefore, went privately to pay 
feme of them a vifit, and took the liberty 
to tell them that they were fcandaloufly 
Vol. IL B abufcd 
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abused and impofed upon : that their go* 
vemors^ their officers, and overfeers, were 
nothing better than a pack of grand vil- 
lains and rafcals : that they picked their 
pockets in a mod infamous manner, with- 
out the leaft rcmorfc and (hame : that if 
they would now and then, when they 
came upon that coaft to gather chips, 
bring them a little of that (hining fand, 
they would give them twice as much, and 
twice as good of any thing they wanted, 
as their fellow- fubjedls would condefcend 
to give them, and get a better profit to 
thcmfclves into the bargain. 

*' Propofals of fuch mutual advantage 
as thcfe appeared to be, you m;Jy naturally 
fuppofc would be moft readily agreed to 
by every ant that had common fenfe, or 
the Icaft pretences to a common under- 
ftanding, or the fmalleft fkill in the nature' 
of trade and commerce j and accordingly 
the agreement was carried into execution- 

for 



THEANTS. 3 

for a confiderable time, to the mutual ad- 
vantage of the private inhabitants of both 
hillocks, and the vaft encreafe of their 
private hoards and granaries, till the 
grandees of the brown colony perceiving 
they had not fo good a market for their 
commodities (the fale of which they had 
engrofled to themfelves) as they ufed to 
have, took the alarm, and rcfolved to 
fearch into the matter, and, upon examina- 
tion, found the fafl: to be as I have re- 
lated. 

** No fooner had they made the import- 
ant difcovery, than they refolved to lodge 
a mofl violent and virulent complaint be- 
fore their fovereign lord the king, fet- 
ting forth, that his majefty's liege fub- 
jedls in their parts, and their red neigh- 
bours had entered into a fecret combina- 
tion, under the artftil pretence of gather- 
ing red chips upon their coafts, to pick 
his majefty's pocket in a moft fhameful 

B 2 manner. 
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manner, and engrofs all the fliiniiig 
£uid in the country to themfelves } fothat, 
in all probability, in a little time, if they 
were fufFered to go on as they bad done, 
they fliould not be able, with all their 
fidelity, to fave the leaft bit for his own 
private benefit, ufe, and advantage, or the 
fiq^port of his table : that^ therefore, it 
behoved him, both for \^iB honour,, his^ 
credit, and his intereft, to exert the pow« 
ers which God had given him to remedy 
thefe mifchiefs, that his good and faith- 
ful dependents, officers and fervants, might 
not be reduced to poverty ; and his mean, 
beggarly fubje£ls, by fuch miftalcen poli* 
tics, be.frllowed to roll and wallow them- 
felves in riches, happinefs, and plenty r 
that the bcft method he could hit upon 
would be to lend a private order to bis fe- 
veral viceroys and governors at the weft 
end of his dominions, to feize all the car- 
riages of the red emmets they could meet 
with, and rifle them of all they had, and 

by 
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hy fuch rigorous meafares intimidate tfaem 
from coming near his majefty's dominions, 
with any Aich wicked and villainous in^ 
tentions ; for by this means they doubted 
not to engrofs all the trade of the colony 
into their own hands, as they had done be-» 
fore, and be enabled foon to fave all the 
ihining fand of the fettlement for them* 
felves and their mafier. 

** The advice was wonderfully reliibed 
at the brown ant court. The orders were 
difpatched, and the red emmets were plun- 
dered wherever any of them could be 
catched. 

*< This occafioned a vaft variety of 
complaints and iquabbles, and (bnierup-> 
tures from time to time, between the two 
colonies, until, upon the conclufion of the 
laft great fquabble, it was mutually agreed 
on both fides, that the red ants ihould 
have an abfolute right to gather red chips 

B 3 in 



6 T H E . A N T S. 

in that part of the country in what man- 
ner they pleafed ; btit at the fame time 
their governors fhould promife for them, 
and ftalce their good faith for the perform- 
ance, that they fhould have no manner of 
intercourfe at all with the brown ants in 
the neighbourhood, to the prejudice of 
his brown majefty, his viceroys, or his 
agents, upon any account, or for any con- 
fideration whatever, but only quietly ga- 
' ther their chips and away, 

** This ftipulation appears accordingly 
to have been agreed to, however con- 
trary to the maxims of found policy and 
prudence, by the imiuence of fome few 
noble red ants, who had wriggled them- 
felves with vafl: art into the favour of their 
fovereign, to the great diflatisfaiSlion, dif- 
gufl-, and uneafinefs of the private fubjeSs 
of both colonies, who were thus deprived 
of the greateft mutual advantage and be- 
nefit that can poffibly be obtained by trade 

and 
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arnd merchandize, a mutual exchange of 
the fuperfluities of each colony upon even 
and equitable terms. 

" In order to put this fecret article 
into more complete execution, it was alfo 
privately ftipulated and agreed upon by 
the junto of red emmets then in pof- 
feffion of the power and favour of the fo- 
vereign, that an order fhould be fent to 
the weft end of the hillock, to all the red 
ants who dwelt in thofe parts, com- 
manding, that they prefumenot arty longer, 
upon any account, to carry away any of 
their fuperfluities, or their rubbifh, ho^;^- 
ever they may be cumbered with them, 
to any other hillock but their own ; and 
particularly that they fhould not, upon 
any account, dare to trade cither with the 
white or the brown emmets, or furnifh them 
with the leaft ftick of wood, or morfel of 
viftuals, not even to keep them from 
ftarving, however adviintageous it might 

B4 be 
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be to the granaries of both, and to the 
public enaolument of that part of the oo- 
lony where they inhabited, that they might 
have no pretence to charge us any longer 
with ftealing their ihining fand, upon any 
coniideration ; but rather leave it to the 
frogs which (warmed about them, than 
to be guilty of fuch bafe and unmannerly 
practices. 

^' It is alfo thought to have been fur* 
ther agreed upon by the faid junto, that 
at the next great meeting of the general 
aflembly of the colony, a certain decree 
Ihould be drawn up, and by their weight 
and influence carried into execution, the 
more effedually to enforce thefe falutary 
meafures, and to convince their honeft 
and candid neighbours, the white and 
brown emmets, that they valued their 
own good faith, integrity, and private pro- 
mifes, infinitely above the mean and pal- 
try cohfidcrations of their country's wel- 
fare. 
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fare, their fovereign's glory» or the eafli 
and profperity of miUioaf of tiieir fellow-r 

*^ This decree, it is'iiippofed, they en-* 
gaged (bould oblige allVthe red emmets 
upon the weftern tide of the hillock not 
to plant or improve any lands, not to ere<3 
or purchafe any granaries, not to eftablifli 
any new hoards, not to tranfplant any 
timber or visuals from one colony to an« 
other, or even to the eaft end of the hil« 
lock, without firft engaging to pay down 
upon the nail, for the fovereign's ufe, a 
certain quantifty of that fame fhining 
(and they were abfolutely deprived of the 
means of procuring by the l«te order of 
the junto, under this plau&hlc pretence: 
That as the eaft part of the country bad 
been put to a mighty txpciw^ in protx^mg 
the weftern frontier, and driving out the 
white emmets fi^om all their poiRiltoas and 
encroachments in thofe parts, d)ey ought 

to 
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to contribute a proportionable ihare oF 
that expence ; and befides the fupport of 
their own interior governments and feig- 
niories, fend all the fhining fand they re- 
mained pofleiTed of away to the.eaft end 
of the colony, where alone they knew 
bow to make a proper ufe and advantage 
of it : though at the very fame junSurc 
it was a well-known truth in all parts of 
the hillock, that the induftry of the weft- 
ern ants, merely from the labour of their 
fnouts and their claws, fupplied the go- 
vernmetvit with at leaft a fixth part of all 
the expences they laid out in its fupport^ 
in all parts of the colony whatever, over 
and befides the vaft opportunity they gave 
the fubje<9s on that fide of the hillock, 
of trading with the fruits of their induftrj', 
to their unfpeakable advantage, with all 
the neighbouring ant hillocks around them. 



c< 



In purfuance of thisrefolution, a decree 
of this fort was adually drawn up, pre- 

fented 
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fcntcd to the aflembly, and carried thro* 
with mighty little oppofition, by the fu- 
perior art and addrefs of the junto ; and in 
due time, by their influence, it alfo ob- 
tained the fovereign's approbation ; they, 
having folemnly affured their mafter that 
it was impoffible to hit upon^ or contrive 
a more efFe(9:ual method of preventing 
thefe weftern fubjecSs of his from ever re- 
volting, or aflerting their own independ- 
ency, than by obliging. them gradually to 
part with all their fhining fand, by infen- 
fible degrees, and confine as much as pof- 
fible all the timber and grain which they 
were poflefled of in their own ftore- 
houfes ; that if they were never fo much 
difpofed to rebel, they might be deprived 
of every means which are thought moft 
fuitable and proper for the fupport of any 
ant colony in their difobedience to their 
fovereign's authority, will, apd pleafure. 

^^ Mifled by fuch plaufible and artful infi- 
nuations, the fovcreign gave his royal af- 

fent 
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fent to the ^cree, which was then coA« 
firmed in the ufual forms ; for whftt £>* 
vereign is proof agatnft flattery, or the art- 
ful infmuations and ^eafonings of tfaoife 
about him, when they are inclined to im- 
pofe upon bis judgment, and miflead his 
footfleps i 

*' Not the beft pf fovereigns, amongft 
you mortals, are proof at all times againfi 
the powerful magic and enchantment of 
their forceries. 

•* Not even your own prcfent fovereign, 
Eugenic, whom my brother Sylphs boldly 
declare to be the beft and moft humane 
of princes, would have been able to refift 
the lotteries and importunities of his pre- 
tended friends and favourites about hi^i, 
had they been urged and enforced with 
half that unwearied vehemence and fteady 
artfulnefs this junto of the ants made 
ufe of to influence their mafter's judg- 
ment, and enfnare his approbation to their 
deep laid and interefted fchemes. 

« But 
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^' But no fooner did the da]f arrive, ap- 
pointed for putting the decree into execit-> 
tion in the weft end of the hillock, tba». 
every place became a fcene of public con* 
fiifion, tumult, and difmay. Refo}ved ta- 
oppofe its execution, or perifh in the at- 
tempt, the ants on that fide kept no mea*« 
iures at ail with any of thofe officers 
who were declared executors of the de- 
cree ^ and the communication between^ 
the two parts of the hillock being na« 
turally ftopt by fb violent an oppofitiOA^ 
the aats at the eaft end foon took tb6 a-: 
larm; and that not without the moft 
weighty reafons^ becaufe they knew, aikt 
were perfuaded, they had na other prof* 
pe<S):,' if the long track continued ftopt up^. 
hut that themfelves and families muft foOii'. 
be in a ftarving condition, by thus im- 
prudently clogging and blocking up diat 
noble outlet, which they and their an- 
ceftors before them had been at fo much 
pains and expence to lay open, enlarge, and 
improve. 
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*' In fhort, fuch was the rage and re- 
fentment of all the induftrious ants, in alt 
parts of the colony, that after the moft 
violent debates, and the warmeft con- 
tcfts in the grand affembly of the colony, 
where chief armed againft chief, with 
fwords made of netal points, defied one 
another to the field of battle ; the cries of 
an injured people were heard, the prayers 
of the colony prevailed, and the mild, 
beneficent, and gracious fovereign of the 
hillock, after declaring his aflfent to the 
abolition of this moft intolerable burden, 
was conducSed by numberlefs multitudes, 
am idft the joyful acclamations of a happy 
people, to his own apartmeht, as the true, 
affedlionate, and benevolent father of the 
hillock. 

** And it is in purfuance of the repeal 
of this decree, Eugenio, that the feveral 
members of any importance in the colony 
are drawing together again, as you fee, to 

. . the 
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die grand afiembly, to confiilt upon tht 
propfereft ways and means of repairing 
the deficiencies caufcjd in the .finances of 
the ftate thereby, and warding ofF the fa- 
tal blow pretended to be given to the le- 
giflative power of the fovereign, and his 
great affembly, over thefe parts of his <la- 
niinions. 

*• By this time, it is probable, they are 
feated in their refpedlive pofts : I will con- 
duit thee into ^ the ^flembly fecretly, if 
thou pleafeft, that thou may eft hear the 
fentiments and reafonings of this feem- 
ingly mean and dimunitive, but in reality 

this wife and politic race of animals^'' 

• 

Upon the philofopher's expreffing bis- 
defire to be introduced, the Sylph gently 
taking him up by the tip of the ear, af- 
ter firft fprinkling him over with a fmalL 
quantity of the fluid he carried in his 
vial, Eugenio found himfdf inftantane- 

oufly 
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oufly conveyed into the midft of a grand 
aflembly, indeed ; where the Sylph, perch- 
ing upon a fmall ledge in the roof, and 
fupporting thb philofophfer with his left 
hand, whilft he pointed the fore finger of 
hit right before him, foftly addrefled him 
in the following manner : 

'* Thou feed, Eugcnio, that tall em- 
met who fitteth in a confpicuous place in 
the midft of the aflembly: he i^^, that 
haughty overbearing emmet whom I 
pointed out to thee before in the hillock : 
his name is Meridarpax. The poft be 
pofleflcth in the dirc6tion of the ftate, is 
that of law-keeper to his fovereign j a poft 
of vaft importance and confcqucnce to 
the welfare and peace of the ftate, as he 
is the reprefentative of his maftcr, and 
the fole profecutor in his name of all the 
breaches committed againft the peace and 
quiet of the colony, by any impudent or 
impertinent emmets, whether by overt 

a^s 
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^&s or fecret innuendos, by public re- 
bellion or private oppofition, either a- 
gainft the praAice or the opinions of the 
prince, the prime lords of the colony, and 
the favourites of the fovereign* For thefe 
important reafons he is confidered of very 
great confequence to the fupport of every 
grand operator, who is fo happy as to ar- 
rive at the exalted flation of diredling the 
fying horfe. 

*' Obferve, alfo, that fprightly emmet 
which fits not far from him. He is named 
Troxart^s : thou wilt eafily know him 
again : he i&>t the fame induftrious em- 
met I pointed out to thee fope time ago* 
This chief poflelTeth, in like manner, a 
confiderable place in the fovcrcign*8 fa-, 
vour and the departments of the govern- 
ment, being the fole and fupreme judge 
in all matters relating to his mafter'STown 
private eftate and income; and in every 
difpute which may refpe£t the lame, with 

Vol. II. C, apy 
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aoy of hhf fjpUojir-fubj^iEtsy be i$ SHit^lQ^ 
rized to judge in a CumnDiary way» A^Qfi-^ 
ing to his ourfi diibredon, and th^ higl} 
power and authority vefted in him» wi^hT 
out being fubje£l to the leaft €oi;|trpuIy 
except it be to the fovereign will ao4 pl^^-r 
f^re of his own mafter, or his par^icui^iF 
favourites apd intimates* 

*' Vetted with fuch power and infiw- 
cnce, you may naturally fuppofe he muft 
have great weight an(l authority in the 
academy ; fo large a portion of the fov^^ 
reign's rents and revenues being fubje<ii 
to his infpe^ion, before they are remitted 
for the fupport and benefit of the m^fters 
and tutors thereof. This makes hin^ ?ri 
emmet of great w-eight in the adminif- 
tration. 

** The next remarkable perfianage I 
fhall recommend to your ob&rvation, is 
that taUiih ilender emmet^ who (its to the 

3 ^^^ 
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ffght) at feme dlfia^ce from the former, 
feemingly in earneft tonverfation with 
fome ^Ider ants, from whom be is now 
receiving private notes and diref^ions for 
his conduiSi in the high poft to which he 
hath lately heen advanced s that under, th^ 
influence of his noife^ hhs fpirit^ and tn- 
triguesj aflifted byhis rawnefs and inex-^ 
perienee in the true condix9; of affairs^ 
abler and more artful heads may fecuiteJy 
direft the fecret operations of the ftali, 
^nd m*ake themfelves compleat makers of 
the purfe of their fovereign lord, however 
obnoxious they may feem both to hint 
and his people. 

^^ His name 19 HypTibea^* The poft hs 
enjoys is that of Feceivingy diiburfmgy anck 
accounting for all the fliiiuDg fand and 
fcraps of paper wbicl> arc granted by thtf 
great aflcnrbly of the colony^ for the bet-^ 
ter fupport of its peace and- ^ft>(p«^ityy 
both at home and abroad ; bis office id 

C 2 alfa 
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alfo ta make out and clire£b all the ne* 
cefiary fecret exhibitions and out-goings, 
for the maintaining and prefen^ii^g the 
quiet, good temper, and good humour of 
any turbulent emmets ; who by the dt- 
region, and at the inftigation of their fe- 
vera! malicious Gnomes^ may be pert and 
faucy enough to perch themfelves upon 
the wheels of the government carrrages^ 
and clog, obftrud, or retard their motionSi 
He is alfo to furniih all the oil which is 
neceflary to foften and fupple the harnefs 
and tackling of the machines of the aca-^ 
demy, that every part thereof may run 
fmooth, clever, and with eafe. If you 
obferve his countenance, you may clearly 
difcover his felf-importance, and the high 
fentiments he entertains of his abilities, 
and his prefent honours and dignity. It 
is true, he hath not yet gone through all 
the academical exercifes 5 but as he i$ 
vaftly affiduous in conforming himfelf to 
its difcipline, and ftudying its rules with 

the 
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the utmoft diligence, it Is not doubted, 
but in due time, when he is permitted to 
Qiounty he will outftrip all his predecef- 
fors in fpirit, fame, and g^ory, as I told 
you before he was likely to do, when I 
pointed him out to you a3 an imp of fame, 
in one of the private walks of the colony. 

^ The next emmet of note thou mayft 
diilinguifh, is feated at a diftance to the 
right. He appears to be in the prime pf 
his years, and is one of the principal per- 
fons, who, of late, have engroffed the fa- 
vour of their foyereign. The poft he en- 
J9ys is that of letter-writer, and the di- 
reiStor of his mafter's fccret correfpond- 
ence in all the various parts of the em- 
met world. For this reafon the emmet 
who enjoys this poft is generally compli- 
n^ented with the magnificent title of 
grand-operator of the flying-horfe, as be- 
ing entrufted with the fovereign's choiceft 
fecrets, and mafter of his moft chofea 

C 3 purpo&s 
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pur|K)fcs and defign^. The name whtcli 
his fellow-ants have given him is that of 
Seutlseus. Uncertain and unfteady in bis 
views and his purfuits, as i have already de- 
fcribed him, and not to be depended upon^ 
irither in his friendfhips or his enmities^ 
he hath, notwitbflanding, maintained his 
favour and reputation with his mafter, by 
a conftant attention to the foibles of his 
particular favourites and intimates ; fothat 
by a regular attachment to their uncertain 
tempers, whims^ and humours, this moft 
uncertain of all ants hath obtained and 
prefervcd for himfelf what ought to be 
properly the reward alone of unwearied 
application, fieadincfs, and refplution. 

** The next rcmarkables I (hall dircft 
your eyes to, are the two brother ants : 
fee, they fit yonder together. I have in 
part unfolded their characters, whilft 
they were ftruggling through the hillock, 
or diverting thcmfelvcs with fomc of the 

little 
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little dirty concerns of it^ I (hall not now 
add much more, only that their names arc 
Acichenor ami Troglodytes, and Chit they 
are efteemed rifing emmets in the colony, 
as being poffeft of thofe particular ta- 
lents and qualifications Which are efteem- 
ed In thefe days the fureft guides in the 
purfuits of ambition, guile, fawning, flat- 
tery, and diilimulation." 

Here the Sylph made a flop, as it were 
to recoUeft himfdf, and point out feme 
more of the principal members of this 
grand aflembly ; when his defign was pre- 
vented by the rifing of Meridarpax, which 
fir ft occafioned a hollow confufed mur- 
mur, and then gradually fubfided into a 
flill filence, like that of the calm un- 
ruffled night ; when the chief, addreffing 
himfelf in the ufiial forms to the mafter of 
the ceremonies to the aflembly, delivered 
\iis fentiments in the following terms : 

C4 THE 
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THE 

SPEECHof MERIDARPAX. 

•' IT is with the utmoft concern, grief, 
and aftonifhment. Sir, that I find myfelf 
obliged, out of my unfeigned regard for 
. the honour of my fovereign, and the dig- 
nity of his prerogative, to deliver my fcn- 
timcnts before this auguft aflembly, upon 
fuch a fubje£l as is now before us upon 
this ill-fated day. Ye gods ! the guar« 
dians of the emmet conftitution ! ihall a 
vile race of vagabonds, the off-fcourings 
of the colony, wretches whom the hu- 
manity of our laws alone have exempted 
from a mo(t ihamcful and ignominious 
death ; fhall fuch as thefe dare to fly in 
the face of their allegiance to the beft of 
fovcreigns, and their duty and obedience 
to the prerogatives of his dignity, to which 
they owe their fafety and protedlion ? 
Shall they dare to fet at defiance the le- 

giflative 
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giflative power of their mother-country^ 
and trample under foot, with impunity, 
her moft facred laws and fandions i 
Wretches without principle, religion, or 
truth ! fliall they be fuffered to counter- 
aiSl the fuperior wifdom of their fovereign's 
councils ? and whilft with unweared ap- 
plication we are contriving the^ wifeft and . 
moft falutary meafures for our matter's 
glory, the welfare of the ftate, and the 
(iipport of a legal and a righteous admi'- 
niftration, fhall they with unprecedented 
impudehce affront his officers, and infult 
the majefty of government by the moft 
daring and flagitious a&s of difobedience ? 
And fhailthe red emmets yield, their af- 
fent to fuch unheard-of infolepce of re- 
bellion? Shall they fuffer themfelves to 
be trampled upon by an upftart mungrel 
race ? Shall the foundations of their glorious 
conftitution be fapped and undermined by 
fuch traitorous and infidiouspfadtices ? But 
why do 1 thus repeat the dreadful tale i 

why 
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why vainfy lament for a daufe that i* 
fuined ? *Tis all urtdortCr The violence 
and infolence. Sir, which we have fd 
meanly and tamely fubmitt^d to, are the 
moft aftonifliing tokeos of our defponding 
condkion. How fhall the fiiins of the 
conftitution be repaired ? how fhall the 
beft of us, after what has paft, be able tar 
fecure a moment the obedience of fuch 
infolent and perfidious fubjeds ? Have 
we not fpent the very blood and vitalsr of* 
the emmet conftitution, to protefl them 
in eafc and independence from all their 
enemies ? Have we not expended an al- 
moft inexhauftible heap of fhining fand^ 
not for our own, but their emolument 
and fafety ? And thefe. Sir,, are the re- 
turns we meet with. Our riches, our 
blood, the lives of our braveft and our 
choiceft emmets, have all been facrificed 
to encourage their infolence, haughtinefs^ 
and difobedience. Nay, to fuch a height 
are thefe things grown^ a$ appears from 

theif 
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dwir late black and horrid tranfaflions, 
through the conduct or connivance of in- 
fidious traitors at home, and the more 
avowed ones abroad, that the emmet con- 
flitution fliall be no more the dread an^ 
terror of their neighbour ants, or the 
glory and delight of thofe who experience 
the bleffed fruits of its mild, beneficent, 

and lincorrupted adminiftration. W 

ever there was a time. Sir, which calleJ 
for the patriotic fpirk of the colony u> 
vindicate the fovereign's honour and the 
flate's prerogative, now or never fs the fea- 
fon to crufli the Hydra monfter of fa€liot» 
and rebellion, and by the moft fpirited 
and faJ'utary meafures convince the faith- 
ful fubjeds of his majefty, with what zeat' 
and firmnefs we can unite to fuppprt bit- 
power and prerogative againft all the op-^ 
pofition of the moft fa£ifious traitors', and" 
fecret enemies of their happy confHtudoii. 
^d country. 

« The 
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" The only method, Sir, wc have fe- 
maining to crufh faction abroad, and to 
fcftore a legal adminiftration at home, is 
fo aflert with fpiric the poiver inherent in 
US, as the reprefentatlvcs of the whole 
colony, and every part and particle 
thereof ; and to convince our moil gra- 
cious fovercign, and all his fubjefls, that 
difobed fence and faction are our mortal 
averfion, and that we will take fuch mea- 
furcs as (hall be found mod: efFe£luaI to 
proccdl and prefervc his majefty's realms 
from all the machinations t>oth of (ecret 
and avowed enemies* 

** I move, therefore, that leave, Sir, 
be granted by this honourable affcmbly, to 
bring in a decree for the fupport of his 
majcfty in the full poffeffion and enjoy- 
ment of hi& power and prerogative, efpc- 
cially in the weftcrn parts of his domi- 
nions ; to afcertain and affcrt the privj- 
ieges and authority of the right noble his 

majefty's 
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inajefty's fecret junto of thefc realms^ 
which have been fo €gregioufly violate! 
and abufed ; to appoint fuch a propoFtioa* 
able ihare of the expences of the govern- 
ment as ihall appesu: to the wifdoni of Caiis 
aflTembly fitting and proper to be laid 
upon fuch difobedient fubjec^s, towards 
the difeharge of thofe immenfe debts 
which have been cofitraded by the admi- 
niftration here, for what ? only for the 
encouragement and fupport of their 
haughtinefs and difobedience : that it 
be enaded by the authority of this afTem- 
bly, that fuch proportionable (hare of fuch 
expences be levied by martial law ; beki^ 
the only method left at prefent in his ma* 
jedy'd power to aflert his fpvereignty, and 
maintain his prerogative : and that it ihall 
be deemed and declared high treafon, for 
any of bis majefty's fubje<^s at the weft 
end of the colony, upon any pretext, to 
contradid or oppofe the execution of any 
of thofe orders which bis majefty or his 

council 
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council fball enforce by martial lalv, ptir^» 
fuant to the powers invefled in them b/ 
this decree/' 

Having thus fpoke Meridarpax &t 
down, when immediately rofe up a no- 
ble chief, by name Troxartcs^ who ad** 
irefled hitfifelf to the maAcr of the cere- 
moAies in the following terms ; 



THE , 

SPEECH of TROXARTES. 

** T H E learned and worthy emmet 
who hath juft now been addreffing him- 
felf to you upon a fubjeflr of the greateft 
importance to the ftate that ever called 
Ibrth the attention of this allembly, I 
fatter myfelf hath, in a great meafure, 
by the force of his arguments, rendered 
it needlcfs for me to take up much of the 
time or attention of this honourable af*- 

fcmbly. 
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fenf^bly, to <^vinciQ all its members vrh9 
have ^ny rc^gaird either for their princess 
glory, or the welfare and proQ)erity of 
the ftate^ of the expediency of carryiiig 
this dfcre^ i^to execution in all its parts ; 
but a^ (b^ ingenious gentleman hath 
chiefly confined his arguments to the na- 
ture of tlie prerogative, w^icb hath been 
fiSio& auda^ioufly violated \ and the inlb. 
lence of |be fubjed, which hath been moft 
aii4aicioi||!y defended and vindicated ; ( 
fhall, Sir^ aih pardoi^ for prefumiog a lit« 
tie farther upon your patience, to lay bc^ 
f^e you the expediency of thi^ bil], «4i4 
its cond^civeae:is, not only to the general 
i^terei^s s^i welfare of the colony, but 
alfo the particular intereft and advantage 
of this eaftern end of it, tQ which, wc 
more ioHnediately belongs 

*^ T^. &ft balls,. Sir, and foimdatioii 
of all good goveriwent and well-regujated 
ibciety, efpecially refpefling our con- 
nections 
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ncAIons and communications with ouf 
neighbouring emmets, is; the fupport and 
maintenance of good faith in all the pub* 
lie tranfaftions of the ftate, and in all 
our contrafls and dealings with our neigh*- 
bouring ant hillocks round about us* 

^ It is the fource of confidence and 
truft, and opens the only generous path 
lor promoting the peace and profperitjr 
of the emmet world by treaties and ne- 
gotiations ; for where good faith and ho- 
nour are the preliminary articles, the un- 
doubted confequences muft ever be, with 
neighbours of fuch known faith and 
tried integrity as both the brown and 
white emmets have been experienced to 
be, a firm confidence in the fincerity and 
purity of our intentions and dcfigns, 
which will doubtlefs difarm them wholly 
of their refcntment and rage at their re- 
peated defeats and difappointments* 
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. ** Triie generofity of foul, Sir, is th^ 
diftinguifhing chara5:eriftic of every red 
emmet. It hath marked jtheir charaSer in 
all ages of the ftate. What can be more 
glorious than to eXei'cife this fpirit to' a 
conquered enemy ? We have driven them 
from "^very place where-ever we have 
thought proper to attack them, until 
there is no'ne left for us to force and drive 
them from worth our attention or con- 
liderationj withouf we were difpofed to 
annihilate their empire, and canfe them 
to ceafe from being a nation. 

'* A ftep. Sir, however much in our 
power, the moft impolitic, I dare prefume 
to fay, we could poffibly take; as it 
would be to deprive us of that fpur to our 
valour, which our neighbours, whilft 
they continue formidable, will furnifh us 
with ; and as it would give an opening to 
that luxury and licentioufnefs, already in- 
troduced amongft us by our fucceflcs, to 

Vol. II. D over- 
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overwhelm in the end our happy laad, 2ni 
4eAnyf and demolifii all our inward pro^ 
perity and peace. 

*^ Mercy^ Sir» to a conquered enenay 
ia ouv power^ is one of the nobleft pre- 
cepts of our eftabliihed religion* It wilt 
convince the world that we have not con- 
4|uered through the luft of empire, or the 
tbirft of gain ; and that we had only our 
0¥m fecurity and iafety in our view, 
when the bravery of our troops caufed 
our flags to fly triumphant upon the 
loftieft and proudeft towers of our enemies. 
It will convince them, I repeat it, that 
when that end was anfwered, and our mo- 
deration proportioned to our fuccefles, it 
would be no difficulty to prevail upon us 
to grant our humbled enemies not only 
equitable^ but generous terms of paci- 
fication* 

*' It will bind our foes in good faith to 
us ^ it will moft certainly and infallibly 

(hame 
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^aiTie them both from all ungeherous^ 
artful, and over-reaching condud ^ info^ 
much that a peace eftabliihed upon fuch. 
noble principles, and built upon fo firm 
a foundation, mtift ftand unbrodcen^ I do 
not fay foi" ever, but as long a$ the me<« 
mory of fuch a glorious tranfadion fliall 
remain irhprefled lipoh an efnmet's mind 
and memory. 

<< For this &lutary putpoft, Slf, We 
ought to give the ftrongeft pfoofs we pof-^^ 
fibly can, not only of our magnanimit^^^ 
but of our integrity, good faith, and g|6* 
nerofity i to reftrain the clandeftine! cor-^ 
xefpondence of our feUow-fubje£l$ with 
any of their fubordinate colonies) to efn^* 
ploy our utmoft endeavours not to fufier 
the weftern emmets under our dominion^ 
artfully and gradually to fwallbw up bur 
neighbours wealth ; as fuch prslfHces 
muft of neceffify fow the feeds of diftruft 
amongft them too foon^ alas ! to produce 

Da a moft 
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a moft plentiful crop of bloodfhed and' de^ 
fblation, fo carefully to be avoided hy 
every thoughtful and conilderate red em- 
met, whofe foul is properly aiFeded with* 
the natural wants and miferies ot the em-' 
met world.' 

' *^ 0«r weftern colonies. Sir, have be- 
come exceeding powerful by our conni'- 
vance i by our affiftance they are become 
exceeding headftrong. If we love otir 
country, and our native hillock, it is our 
duty to put a curb into their mouths,- to 
reftrain them within due compafs, left 
they ihould exert the power we have 
thrown into their hands in ads of violence 
and rapine, and by their fecret commu- 
nications with our neighbours fubjefts, 
break in pieces that ftrong chain of con- 
cord, which hath been forged with fo 
much labour and fkill to unite and link 
the rival nations together, by the wifdom 
and fteadinefs of the then adminiftration ; 

left 
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}efl their impetuofity {hould again involve 
us in another fcene of confuilon and ex*' 
pence, like that which had fo very lately, 
for their fecurity, almoft overwhelmed the 
mother-colony in an inevitable bank- 
ruptcy. But why fay I almoft ? It had 
furely done it^^had it not been prevented 
by fome humane and blefTed fpirits, who 
determined it in their own minds to be 
the nobleft measure that could be pur- 
fued, to fave as well a conquered as a 
conquering nation from immediate and 
unavoidable ruin ; by fuch a glorious con- 
du£% fecuring to themfelves the unani- 
mous affeSions and gratitude of both. 

** It is a meafure, Sir, the more ne- 
ceflary to be purfucd, as it will heft pro-, 
mote and advance the intereft and wel- 
fare of the mother-colpny, by reftrain- 
ing the power of this mungrel race, and 
confining their trade within juft and mo- 
derate boMnds, and by effeflually guard- 

D 3 ing 
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ing againft their infolenc^ from which 
we have already felt and fuffered fo much : 
for by this means we {hall check and re- 
train their independent views, keep them 
binder a firm fubjedion to our minifters at 
home, oblige them to be content with 
our fuperiluities and our rubbifh only,^ 
and compel them to convey their own, 
as they ought like dutiful and obedient 
children to do, to the fole ufe and ad- 
vantage of their moft indulgent parent; 
that (he may be enabled, as her undoubted 
right, to engrofs all foreign traffic to her- 
felf, and derive to the eaft end of the co- 
lony all the emoluments and advantages 
thereof, as feme fmall but inadequate 
compenfation for the immenfe heaps of 
(hining fand which fhe hath expended 
for their proteSion and prefervation. 

*^ It is our duty, Sir, as the guardians 

of the emmet conftitution, and the equal 

prote<^ors of its laws and privileges, to 

8 oblige 
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idblige the fuhjcSt every where to pay hii 
quota for the fovereign's glory, and the 
protection and welfare of the ftate. It 
is a maxim. Sir, in every well-governed 
community, that all the protedted ftoukl 
contribute proportioiiably the means ne« 
ceflary for their prefervation } and patiS^ 
cularly, that all who require a more ex^^ 
penfive protedion, fhould contribute th6 
more largely to it. 

*^ For all thefe important reafbns, Sir^ 
as I am perfuaded the motion now made 
before this honourable aflembly, is the 
wifeft, the nobleft, and moft equitable 
meafure we can purfue, and moft ef- 
fe£lual for the purpofe of proteding and 
preferving the grandeur, ms^fty, and 
fafety of the ftate ; I cannot difpenfe with 
myfelf from giving my warftieft fuffrage 
in fupport of it in its whole extexity a» (he 
pnoft prudent ftep thast can be taken iit 
the prefent exigence, for the relief of the- 

D 4 miferies 
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miferies of the mother^colony, and the 
effeflual curbing and reftf^ining. the 
haughtinefs and infolence of all its un- 
dutiful and unnatural children. I there- 
fore move, that a decree be immediately, 
brought into this honourable aflembly, for 
this great and falutary purpofe ; and that 
it be prepared by the learned gentleman 
who fpoke before me." 

Having thus fpoke Troxartes fat down ; 
and after a fhort filence Hypfiboas 
rofe up, and' addrefled himfelf to. the ho- 
nourable aflembly on the fame fide of the 
fubjeft, in the following warm and ex- 
preffive terms : 

THE 

SPEECH of HYPSIBOAS. 

" I CANNOT avoid manifefting the 
utmoft furprize and aftonifhment. Sir, at 
the calm and cool method of argument- 
ation which hath been adopted by the 

gentleman 
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gentleman who fpoke ]a&, . upon a fuljeA 
of fuch high and manifeft iipportaiice 33 
thatwe^have at prefent under our deli- 
berations, 

''I know his abilities, and acknow- 
ledge the wifdom, integrity, and upright*- 
nefs of his views ; and were the vile peo- 
ple now the fubjed): of our confideration^ 
proper objedts either of our mercy or our 
humanity, I ihould moft heartily fub-p 
fcribe my aflent to the lenient method^ 
of fo maflerly an hand, to reduce a re^^ 
bellious and a befotted people to their 
duty and allegiance to the heft and moil 
gracious of fovercigns. 

*^ But is this a time for timid councils S 
is this a time for lenient meafures ? wheit 
the infolence of a mob hath dared to (et 
majefty and the laws at defiance ; hath 
prefumed to trample under foot the moft 
facred fandlions 5 and to facriftce the moft 

important 
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important tranfiidions and papers of the 
Ible to the flames, with every aggravated 
circumftance of ignominy and infult that 
could be invented or contrived by die 
moft aMdacious impudence ? Shall we 
itck tamely on, and let it pafs ? Shall 
we, becaufe our laws pleafe not their 
nice judging palates, fubmit the import- 
ant deliberations of this augufl aflembly 
to be procraftinated and poftponed until 
thefe infolent, obftinate youngfters (hall 
pleafe to (ignify what fugar-plum, or 
Ivhat fweet thing, will heft reftore their 
tempers, and blefs their mother- country 
with their returning fmiles and good hu- 
mour ? Surely the majefty of the red em- 
mets is not come to this ! The glory of 
the fovereign is not humbled to this ml- 
ferable plight, that he (hall be obliged to 
aft his children pardon for contradicting 
their tempers, and oppoiing their plea-» 
fures ! 

«' After 
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** After all the glorious atchievementsi 
performed under the aufpices of his go- 
yemment, and that of his glorious an- 
ceftors, is it come to this ? Surely it can- 
not be, that this fo great and fo gracious a 
fovereign muft creep and crawl, and beg 
the people whom his wifdom, and hia 
fubjeds valour, had preserved from ruiii 
and deftrudion, would take him agaii^ 
into their favour ; would forgive the er- 
rors of his fervants, and pardon their miA'. 
taken condu£t ! Forbid it. Heaven, the 
proteAor of all wife and juft princes ! No ! 
Let the righteous vengeance of the na- 
tion they have thus infulted, be let looie 
upon them : let our carriages be repaired 
and fitted out to tranfport immediately 
a fufficient quantity of our brave troops^ 
to enforce the orders of our fovereign,^ 
and to reduce the rebellious wretches 
who have dared to defy us to a proper 
(enfe of their duty ;md their allegiance. 

^ Let 
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^' Let them feel the calamities we have 
jb long fcreened them from,. and from 
which, at laft, we have relieved them; 
;md when they have been fcourged and 
chaftifed to a proper fenfe of their dif- 
ohcdience and dependence, it may then, 
perhaps, be time enough to defcend to 
A>fter meafures, and fubmit, for their be- 
nefit, to the gentle plan of government 
chalked out by thofe more able fpeakers 
who have before me delivered their fen- 
timents to this augufl ailembly. 

•' I therefore move. Sir, that,'previous to 
the introdu£tIon amongft us of any decree 
pf fuch great and manifeft importance, a 
fuflScient number of carriages be fitted 
out to execute and inflidl condign punifh- 
ment and vengeance upon this upftart race, 
before we admit the decree to become the 
fubje£t of our deliberations jthat when their 
fpirits have been fufficiently humbled, they 
fn?.y fubmit, without murmuring, to the 

intro- 
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hitrodudHon of that martial law, whicb^ 
with the honourable , gentlemen who have 
fpokQ before me on this occafion^ I think 
the only fecure means of enfoi'cing any 
decree, that iBiall be enabled by the wi^ 
dom of this aflembly, to oUige them to ^ 
proper fttbmiffion and obedietice to the 
orders of the government.*' 

Having thus delivered himfelf with 
great vehemence and warmth upon ib de- 
licate a fubje£t, Hypfiboas fat down out; 
of breath ; and immediately Seudaeu9 
rofe up, and feconded the Hrft propofal ia 
the following terms : 

T H^ 

SPEECH of SEUTL^US. 

*' ALTHO' I cannot. Sir, avoid ex- 
preffing my iincereft fatisfaSion and ap^ 
probation of the motion now made by 

the 
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the ingenious and learned gtntjemto #lid 
fpoke firft^ upon a fubjeS of fuch vaft 
importance a» that which now is the fab- 
je^ of ouif deliberations, I casmot for- 
bear, at the falme time, deciding my dif- 
qpprobation Of that indeceint, unl^indly^ 
and untimely warmth^ which balh been 
difplayed by bim and the giendeman 
who fpoke laft upon this fubjed. 

'' I acknowledge, Sir^ the ju^befs and 
propriety of an equal and a general tax- 
ation i and that every proteded member 
of the emmet communi^^ in every part 
of the hillock, ought to pay a propor- 
tionable fhare of the expences laid out in 
his protedlion and prefervation. 

^' I acknowledge the expediency of in- 
troducing prerogative law into the ex- 
tremeft parts of the colony, efpecially the 
weftern diviiions thereof, which are the 
moft powerful, and the rooft important 

to 
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to the welfare and {>rorf)erhy of tiio 
ftate. 

^< Let them, in the nan^ie of God^ tsh 
joy their own bye-kws aiad privileges f 
but as they are, and oi^ght to be, depend-^ 
ents upon the mother-colony, let there be 
fiiperinduced upon tbem^ by the stothoritj 
of this aoguft and venerable aflemUy^ 
that particular fpecies of government 
which artfeth from the will and pleafure 
of the ibvereign lord, his favourited, os 
agents. Let them be fubjeS: and ofae^ 
dient to his commands, and to all the or« 
ders and decrees which all his delegates 
(hall think right and proper, from time to- 
time, to ifiixe out for their obfervaace* 

^ Let the power of thefe delegates be 
properly enforced by military wei^t, au~. 
thority, and influence; that fince they 
have been {6 bold and imprudent, and I 
had aUnoft laid knaviih and fooliih, to, 

oppofe 
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bppofe with fo much warmth and indif^* 
cretion the wife and falutary meafures of 
taxation, which we had, in our great wif- 
dbm, contrived for their welfare, prof- 
perity, and glory ; let them, I (ay, be 
properly tamed and humbled by the more 
efficacious methods of difcipline, the fo- 
vereign's difpleafure, and the weight of 
military power, that they may be made 
lenfible what bleffings and favours they 
have defpifed, by reje£ling the authority 
we had eftablifhed over thiem for their 
protection, welfare, and good. 

*' But then, Sir, let this authority be 
prudently adminiftered, and this delegated 
power be mildly exerted, that at the fame 
time their xefradory fpirits are fcourged 
ftr difobedience with all the mild fevcrity 
of an indulgent parent, they may be 
gently foothed thereby to a ftronger and 
warmer fenfe of their duty, and be gra- 
dually brought to a full and firm perfua- 

fion. 
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fi6n, that fach gende necefikry chaftifc'^ 
ments and correftions, though for a time ' 
they may feem not joyous, but grievousy 
are entirely calculated with a mother's 
tendernefs and love for their ultimate 
welfare, profperity, and faappinefs.' 

*' Let them, though they have been 
greatly difobedient, not be frightened, 
but coaxed and flattered into their duty, 

'^ I therefore move, Sir, that a decree 
be drawn up, and introduced into this ho- 
nourable ailembly, to order, dired:, and 
fpecify a certain general taxation, to be 
introduced in the proper forms, and with 
the proper preambles, into the weftem 
part of the hillock, fubjeding the goods^ 
chattels, and eftates of the inhabitants 
thereof, under the pains and penalties of 
forfeiture or fequeftration. 

^* By this means we fhall be enabled 

to colle£t, raife, and furniib a certain 

Vol. II, E proportion 
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proportion of the yeariy value of their in^ 
cpme, for the necefiary expences and exi- 
gcuicies of the community^ over and 
beiides what they may have already af- 
feiled upon themfelves, for the fupport 
and adminiftration of their ov^n interior 
government and policy. 

^ And as their refradory fpirits and 
tempers have fliewn the civil power 
greatly infuiEcient to enforce our laws and 
fan£lions upon them, let a claufe be in- 
serted, that the faid propofed taxation (hall 
be levied arid collefted by a military force. 
But then, let this be exerted and exercifed 
with all the mildncfs and good- humour 
fo confpicuous in our fleets and our ar- 
mies I and let them be cajoled with po- 
litenefs out of every thing we think pro- 
per to lay upon them, or to exa£l from them : 
for thus their rugged fpirits will be mod ef- 
feflually fubdued, and our fovcreign be befl: 
enabled to attain his purpofes by the civil 
and genteel behaviour of his foldiers." 
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Having fo faid Seudaeus fat down, 
when immediately rofe up Aeichenor^ and 
with a moft graceful and bewitching fmile 
upon his counten^nice, began as follows ; 



THE 

SPEECH of AEICHENOR. 

" I HUMBLY conceive. Sir, though 
fo much hath been already offered to the 
confideration of this honourable affembly 
with fuch great propriety, weight, and ener-^ 
gy of reafoning, by the learned and inge« 
nious gentlemen who have addreffed them- 
felves before me upon this uncommon 
and extraordinary fubje£l ; yet I alk par- 
don for repeating a fecond time, that I 
humbly conceive, I can lay before the 
worthy members of this aflembly fome 
new lights, and fome hitherto unthought 
of or unmentioned arguments, to fup- 
port, defend, and enforce the motion al- 
ready propofed. 

E 2 « The 
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^< The government and Interior poIic^Tr 
Sif) of t^try wdl condkioMdl comnu^ 
idtjr in this wortd of «mmet», depends 
flbfcduteljr, and c^tiitiy, upievi the 4iie le- 
gulation and fubordination of all its ya* 
riousconftituent parts^ 

^ The fxxdy fx>riticy like the hatnrar 
body, is In Its beft health, and in its 
fcigfaeft perfedion, when it ei^oyetfa a 
ftee and regidar eircalation of all its va^-^ 
rious fluids and juices $ when every parti* 
cular member executes its doe office, and- 
properly exerts Its particuiar power and 
capacity, (o as beft to promote die ge« 
neral wdfere, health, fanity, vivacity, 
and Spirit of the conftitution. And like 
the (ame natural body, the body politic^ 
when any of the main fprings of a£tion 
are out of order, becomes lick, weak, 
and infirm, and in a ftate of decay, ac- 
cording to the nature and the degree of 
injury introduced by any means into any 
of its conftituent partSr 

8 ^ The 
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^ ^ The coaTequence is, its motions be«« 

gin to flag, and it Requires a 'liftleffiieft 
in its temper ahd. fpiritt, whicli, if not 
removed in time, by the care and pru- 
^dence of the mbft eminentftate-phyficiansy 
but fuffered to corrupt and rankk under 
die abfurd and iinikilfal hands of em* 
pirics, manifbfl a fpeedy tendency to cor« 
ruption and moitificatioii, an4 att laft a to* 
tal difiblution of tho whole frame of tiie 
conftitution. 

^^ This, Sir, appears to have "been, lA 
ibme meafure, the cafe with the emmet 
conilitution for a coniideraUe feafbn. 
But I hope, and flatter myifelf,. Sir, that 
by a timely and .prudent applicsiiion 6t 
the proper remedies, and a beooming nib 
of the healing art, the ttiforders of the 
fiate may be remedied, every fymptojon of 
danger that appears may be removed^ an^ 
by a proper attention to its true crifis and 
temper, and peculiar habit, I doubt not 

£3 4;>ut 
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but we iball be able, by a futtable regi- 
ment to reftore complete health and ia« 
nity to the whole frame., 

^^ For if, Sir, we attend to the diibr- 
ders of the ftate, we (hall find the chief 
and diagnoftic fymptoms to be the want 
of the free circulation of the vital prin- 
ciple, main fpirits, and animal juices of 
the conftitution in its extreme parts an4 
members. 

** For want of this, the parts affcScd 
are feized with a languor and torpitude, 
which impedes the circulation, and pro- 
portionably obftrufls the motion of all 
the fluids therein ; and for lack of a due 
fecretion and diftribution of thefe things 
from the central heart, and the main 
fprings of motion, the nobler parts gra- 
dually become clogged with the weight 
and fluggiihnefs occafioned thereby. 

« Hence 
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** Hence are produced tremblings, flut- 
terings, palpitations, paroxyfms, and all 
the whole train of ill-natured fy mptoms, 
which indicate the ,vehemenC6' and fna- 
nifeft danger of the conftitutions, health, 
and welfare. 

** Such appears to have been our cafe 
of late years. Sir ; I therefore humbly 
propofe a regular courfe of regimen and 
phyfic to be adminiftered, with the ut- 
moft fteadinefs and regularity of ap- 
plication. ' \ ' 

" The firft ftep I would recommend. 
Sir, is a proper courfe of phlebotomy and 
fecretion, to be executed by the (landing 
phyficians of the ftate, to'cofreft and dif- 
fipate the vitiated humours, already inter- 
mixed with the vital and central parts, 
and to prepare the conftitutibn for a be- 
coming revulfion of the animal fpirits, 

E 4 ** I would 



56 THE ANT.S. 

^< I would then recommend a courfe of 
purging pbyfic, to carry off the remain- 
ing parts of the diftempered humours, 
occafionally ufing cauftics, bUftering, or 
fiicking plaifters, according to the na- 
ture of the fymptoms, the degrees of 
numbnefs and torpitude, and the various 
oialignity which hath manifefted itfelf in 
any of the extreme parts : and I dare pre- 
fume to (ay, the moft falutary confequences 
will arife from the wife and prudent ufe 
of a regimen fo plain and obvious to an- 
fwer the purpofes of removing the difor* 
ders and diftempers of the ftate. 

'' I move for thefe ftrong and cogent 
reafons, that a decree be ordered to be 
drawn up, and introduced into this ho- 
nourable afiembly, dire^Qing the fpeedy 
and inunediate introduction of the re- 
gimen into the colony, and, particularly, 
that a large and copious phlebotomy be 
adminiflered in any of the extreme parts, 

wherever 
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wherever it fhall be found neceflary, by 
the proper officers, fpr fear the blood 
Ibouki coagulat^e into a putrid ftate, and 
bring a dangerous fever upon the con^i^ 
tution, which being long negle^led, may 
be out of the reach of (ill political phy- 
iic whatfo^ver, to caloA it9 fury, and r^«* 
ftrain its rage." 

Having thus f:pncluded Aeichimor fat 
down, when imm^iately Troglodytes 
rofe up to fecond >nd fupport his bror 
ther's motion in the following teroi^ : 

THE 

SPEECH of TROGLODYTES. 



CC 



THE gentleman who fpoke laft^ 
Sir, hath moft learnedly and ingenioqily 
difplayed and pointed out thofe ftrp^g 
fyniptoms, which every where appear, <^ 
tj^e gre^t and dangerous difeafes and dif* 

tempers 
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tempers of the ftate, and feems to hav6 
chalked out a very wife and falutary me* 
thod of treating them with the beft and 
the greateft fuccefs imaginable. But I 
cannot avoid imagining, that fome Aic- 
cedaneums may be very prudently added 
to his fyftem, to make the courfe more 
perfcA, and the procefs more complete. 

** He hath properly enough prefcribed 
and recommended phlebotomy, and eva- 
cuations of various forts, to remove, and 
carry off, the peccant and redundant hu- 
mours, which have, of late, fo greatly 
endangered the health and conflitution of 
the body politic. 

" He hath alfo, with no lefs propriety, 
propofed the introducing a ftrong revul- 
fton through all the parts of the confli- 
tution. But, at the fame time, permit 
me to obferve, that he does not feem to 
have pointed out the true method of pro- 
cedure 
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cedure in the cafe, with that exafln^fs and 
perfpicuity which ought to be made ufe o^ 
in prefcribii^g for thb difbafes and diftem-> 
pers of a decaying confHtution, and of the 
body-politic of the red emmets. For this 
reafon, I take the liberty of offering my poor 
opinion, that feveral particular proceffes 
may be added, as very ufeful prcfcriptions,. 
to remedy and repair the de&Ss already 
pointed out, which my learned brother 
hath inadvertently pafled over^ pr not at- 
tended to. 

" There arc two methods. Sir, of an- 
cient and venerable pradlice in the world 
of emmets, which appear, from the experi- 
ence of all ages, to have been of fovereign 
efficacy to promote the proper circulation 
and fecretion of the animal juices and fpi- 
rits, to enable them to throw off and ex- 
pel any accidental load of diftemper that 
may have been. contra<9ted by any bad or 
criminal habits. 

. <« Thefe 
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<< Theie powerful and efficacious medi- 
cines are extrcsody welt known in the 
learned worlds luvd are principally of two 
jforts^ fridion and flagellation. 

** They are both alike to be ufed to the 
beft advantage. by an external application ; 
die apparatus for that purpofe is of exceed- 
ing eafy procurement and acquifition, and 
the coft exceeding trifling; which is no 
fmall circnmftance in favour of the pre- 
fcription, as the diftreifed fituation of oar 
granaries renders even the minuteft faving 
of confequcnce to the pubfic benefit and 
welfare. 



*' All that is neceflary for the purpofes 
of the firft fort, is a fuitable apparatus of 
bruflies of various forms, fizes, and tex- 
ture ; and of different fizes refpefting the 
length and ftrength of the briftles, which 
are to be chofen and made ufe of according 

to 
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no t&e nature of die diforder in any extreme 
part, and the duration and degree of torpi- 
tude and infenfibility in the part afi^ded. 

^' In the adminiftration of this remedy 
let the following rules be obferved with 
care, and they will frequendy eSe& a <nire 
without any other application at all : Let 
die zSk&cd part be firft carefully handled 
and examined; let the performer, after 
gently preffing it, begin firft with gently 
pinching and fqueezing it^ to difcover 
where the part is moft ftrbngiy affeded^ 
and to find out the particular degree of fen- 
fibiiity in the patient. 

^< After this, having carefully examined 
^1 thefe previous fymptoms, let the opera^ 
tor proceed to the procefs, by rubbing with 
a brufli proper for die part» firft in a gentle 
manner, gradually encreafing tfad iti&Xon, 
of the affeded member to fuch a degree as. 
toreftore a due circulation of the juices by 

encreaf- 



61 T H E A N T 8. 

encreafing the heat and fite of the part, Co 
that the reftoration of its inteftine motion 
may fuperlnduce a proper and becoming 
degree of fenfibility ; and fo proceed 
through every diftempered part and mem- 
ber of the political body, till the health and 
priftine vigour of the whole be fu£Sciently 
repaired and re-eftabJifhed.. But ihould 
the diftemper in any part or member of the 
conftitution be rifen to fuch a head, and 
the fymptoms appear fo deep rooted and 
inveterate as not to yield to this firft method 
of treatment, it will then be found a very 
prudent ftep, and the bed you can poffibly 
make ufc of, Sir, to proceed to the fecond 
kind of prcfcription I have juft mentioned, 
and begin a proper and due courfc of flagel- 
lation in the following methods. 

" Take a large rod, or bundle of twigs 
faft bound up together ; the beft fort. Sir, 
is extracted from the birch-tree, as being 
the longeft, the moft flexible and toXigh, 

and 
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and the beft ^med with knots at the extre- 
mities, fo efficacious to promote perfpira* 
tion, and recover and encreafe fenfation to 
the difeafed part. As to the method of ap- 
plication, it is too well known to every em-r 
met even of the meaneQ (kill in gramma- 
tical learning, to need any particular de- 
fcription. All I fhall add in recommend- 
ing a remedy fo convenient and efficacious 
in removing the diforders of the body^ is 
this, that the application both in its dura* 
tion and its ftrength be properly propor- 
tioned to the malignity of the diftemper in 
every part of the body politic ; that as fla- 
gellation, by the experience of all ages, ap* 
pears to have been the moft approved me* 
thod of pra£lice to tame and fubdue the 
fpirits, and rule efFeSually the tempers 
of all flave ants ; fo by a proper applica* 
tion of the fame difcipline to the diforders 
of thofe who pretend to aflfert their freedom 
under the emmet conftitution, they may bc^ 
to their coft, convinced of their folly and 
weaknefs, and brought by fcourging to a 

more 



N 
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more becoming method both of thought 
and a^ion. 

^< For all tfieTe important reafons { 
have laid before yon, Sh*, I humUy pro- 
pofe to this honourable aflembly, fince the 
political diforders of the colony are riien 
to fuch a dangerous and malignant height, 
that a decree be immediately drawn up 
and introduced amongft us, direfting the 
proper ftate-phyficians to prepare a fuitable 
apparatus of their fkill, and proceed to 
their immediate attendance upon the dif- 
tempered and corrupted parts ; and that 
they be fully authorized, by the efpecial or- 
der of this aflcmbly, to proceed without lofi 
of time both to the prefcription and prac- 
tice of every means that may be in the 
leaft ufeful to remove and root out every 
lurking diftemper and ill habit. And I 
humbly move, that orders be immediately 
ifliicd, that their feveral prefcriptions and 
applications may be made with due regu- 
larity, and a becoming decency and order : 

that 



THE ANTS. 65 

that they begin firft of all with gently nipi 
ping and pinching any part that appears 
afFeded, in the moft judicious and fcien- 
tific manner : that they then proceed 
to the ufe of fridion, and the proper appli- 
cation of brufhes : that they be dire£ted to 
continue or increafe the procefs both iii 
duration and violence, according to the 
nature of the fymptoms that prefent them* 
fclves during the courfe of operation. 
That if the diftemper ihould be fo deep 
rooted as not to yield to this milder and 
gentler method of treatment, they be or- 
dered to proceed to a ftrong and regular 
courfe of flagellation, adminiftring the pro- 
cefs with a becoming attention to the ob- 
ftinacy of the diftemper, the ftrength and 
fpirit of the patient, and the crafts of its' 
conftitution. That if this treatment fliould 
not yet be efficacious enough to overcome 
the violence of the diforder, it be recom- 
mended to them to proceed to the applica- 
tion of all the various moft approved me- 
VoL. II. F thods 
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thods of revulfiony b juflly eftermed as a. 
SMfier-Aroke in the difcofieaes of fnodeni 
pbyfic ; and| by a due courie of phkbo- 
tomy, the ufe of cauftica « pasegonca, and 
eoaetic^ gradually reftore iliac liree and *vi- 
gofDus circulation which is the conftant 
confeqvence of a fpare and abftemioua 
babit of body, and in confequience thereof 
excite an agceeable titillation itoaigh iht 
whole framcy to indicate a thorough fenfii- 
bility in all the parts of tbeconftitution. 

^< After this^ let them :be<ordered to pro- 
ceed in the common methods of pra&ice 
to carry ofFall remaining peccant humours 
that may lie concealed theoein, ^11 the 
whole is reftored to its primitive Arength 
and vigour. 



<c 



Thus, Sir, (hall wc moft eflPe^ally 
prfeferve, provide for, refiore, and main- 
tain the fafety and welfare of the eounet 

conftitution." 

Having 
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Havbg ^nclwcie^ his ^ddl^ft in this 
manner. Troglodytes fat dowJi s ^ft^r 
which there enfuej s^ fliort fiknc^, which, 
to th^ furprize of every cnini^t, wa« inter- 
rqptcd by the rifing of Lixihopin^, who 
addrci&d himfelf to the m^fter of the 
ceremonies in the following r^m^irkAble 
manner ; 



THE 

SPEECH of LICHOPINAX. 

« 

** I AM not at ril furpiifedi ?ir, when I 
^ronfiderthe char;»(%ef9ig9mu9« An4 tmDpv 
of my brother en^oiete, ts> h>v§ h^fird thf^ 
fo wittily, ingeniouily, gnd artfully 4ifptejr 
their talents in the defence ^f mr glorious 
confiitution, and its proje^ed deliver^oge 
from all thotb dreadful evils which hdfig 
over it, and direaten its entire deilru^ion 
and diflblution 3 fince by their very QfHir 
du& upon tlixB important occafieo* ihfy 

F 2 plainly 
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plainly manifeft themfelves to have been 
chiefly actuated in all they have faid by 
their own felf intereft, the moft power- 
ful of all motives in a modern emmet's 
breaft ; or, to fay no worfe, by a falfe and 
miftaken pride, and an unwarrantable am- 
bition, in the various methods of difcipline 
they have recommended as proper to difpel 
( to fpeak in their own quaint language ) 
the peccant humours of the ftate, and difS- 
pate all its gathering tumours and excref- 
•cences. 

" But furcly. Sir, our happy conftitution 
is not in fuch mighty and imminent dan- 
ger as thefe flate-empirics have (o elabo- 
rately defcribed, and embellifhed with fuch 
a profufion of figurative eloquence, and 
the various flowers of the rhetorical art. 
It cannot be. Sir, that a conftitution which 
hath for ages been improving, polifhing, 
and refining, by all the means and methods 
that could be dictated and pointed out by 

the 
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the moft diftinguifhed genius and under-* 
ftanding of the emmet race, which hath 
been fo wifely framed and put together, 
and fo ftrongly and fecurely jointed, fhould 
fall to pieces, and be fuddenly brought to 
ruin and decay by one fudden and convul- 
iive accident : An accident I can take up- 
on me to aflert, which might very eafily 
have beenforefeen and prevented longago, 
if thofe emmets, to whofe fagacity we mufl: 
alone impute it that it happened at all, had 
given themfelves any fober and ferious 
thoughts upon a matter of fuch importance 
to the ftate. 

*' But fuch is the frailty of fome Ihort- 
fighted underftandings, that not a few 
amongft us are led by the falfe i^afonings, 
or the more artful influence of their fuperi* 
ors, to abet and fupport, as the fole means of 
maintaining the welfare and profperity of 
country, and exalt its glory, meafures 

F 3 which 
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which are not only jTepUgnant to the ruled 
of natural juftke, but contraryi nay dki* 
metrically oppofite to the fafety and even 
the exiftence of the conftitution itfelf; 
meafures the moft abfurd and monftroutf 
that could ever enter the heads of any em- 
mets who have the leaft (hadpw of a pre- 
tence to either civil or political knowledgfB, 
and which^ in the end» will be produ&ive 
of nothing clfe but the entire min and fub- 
verfion of the ftate. But why do I expa- 
tiate upon a fubjeA already fo well under- 
fiood amongft us, and To deeply felt in thil 
honourable aflembly, by the fatal confe- 
quences of fuch a deftrudlive and ruinous 
meafure ! The majefty of government hath 
been infuked ; the authority of this ho*' 
nourable afTembly hath been impudently 
called inqueftion $ the peace of the colony 
hath been broken and difturbed in every 
part. Our carriages have been flopped in 
their journies i our manufa^ures and 

merchan- 
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inereliftn£ze hare Be^en^ kept i^oiKng and 
rotting' in our gratnaries ; and for want of 
that circtrlatioii ot the emmet fabcmrs 
-wfaicfr is* for xKCtthry tatfie beaftfa, pnfP- 
perity, and gfory of the colony, tire in- 
chiffnons afnts m all the mott valuable and 
flourifhing parts of rfie hUtockr have beeft 
reduced to poverty, and forced to fiarve 
for want of empkxyment. A general- ftag- 
nation of commerce hath prevailed in eveiy 
part of the colony J anarchy andconfafion^ 
led on by poverty, diffcrdS, and yifMt^ have 
been feen taking^ large ftrides amongft ti^ 
tor deftroy, mow down, or root out that re- 
gular fiibordination of ranks and degrees 
in the colony, which is its heft fupport^ 
and its greateft ornament and gfory. 

*^ To reftorc tranquility and peace. Sir, 
and re-eifablifh qofct and good order 
tftroughr the failtock, quite diffbrent me- 
Ihods of treatment rmxtt be purfuc^d ; me- 
49iod8 dSTedfycontiury to the poor, mean» 

F 4 paltry 
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paltry prefcriptions of thole curious dodors, 
who have been pleafed fo artfully and flo- 
ridly to difplay their political talents and 
capacities fpr healing up or Ikinoing over 
the fore and malignant diftempers of the 
ftate, to remove and drive away all its pec-- 
cant humours and diforders. 

*^ Such flate- quackery, what has it ever 

•'^ done. Sir, what can it ever do but cicatrize 

« 

for a fcafon the afFe^ed parts, and (kin 
over the wounds of the conftitution in fuch 
a manner as to exhibit through its whole 

frame little elfe but fears and blotches, 
which, upon every frcfli attempt cither to 
remove or fmother, Ihcw under their fur- 
face a fre(h fore, and again require the va- 
lious arts and remedies of healing. 

*' If the conftitutipn, Sir, muft be mend- 
eJ, and furcly our prefcnt condition indi- 
t;itcs great want of cure, let us ftrikc with 
ajl our (kill and all our power at the root 

of 
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of OUT' diforders, and put in pra£lice every 
means we have in our pofleffion to redify 
every diftemper, and make our conftitution 
once more the envy and the glory of th^ 
whole emmet rac6 : Not by external ap- 
plications to particular parts, not by par- 
tial fecretions, revulfions, and evacuations^ 
but by a proper ufe of every internal re- 
medy that can be conceived in the leaft de- 
gree fuitable to reftore its health, and en- 
creafe and confirm its original ftrength and 
vigour. . 

'^ Let us not consent ourfelves with pal- 
liatives, but boldly lay open all thofe dM*- 
eafes which by unfkilful, artful, or felf- 
interefted treatment have been fuiFered al- 
moft radically to intermix themfelves with 
the original frame, and to unite fo ftrongly 
therewith as to be of late efteemed even ne- 
cefiary members of the body-politic itfdf, 
and quite cflential to the free and proper 

circulation of its juices. 

"If 
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^* If €rtt thertt WH a tkne^ fSik'f ifriHeB 
etery ^snt of dl« hafpf <s»iiilifuriioiiF iftti* 
maiiiiaiimd in 'm futt vigdur and* flfcffi^, 
lor a»dired our fbo0ght9 and atceiMfiaif lo^ 
tlMKbafinefii and period of (tiM, and «xa-> 
mine WftK all oar faculcved fhd diM(m»<caa 
thai mafiifeft Aun(Api» in ovft piPWkM A- 
ttam<m^ that we nvay be ik\enAif inkfuCM 
ta caaeB: csirery gntmmce that boa cr^ 
in vpoii Of iitrQmg\B nagligicnocv cmme^ 
vancev or art^ and Knovor cvcvy <itiAMie'-» 
tion that at this time caufeth di&adcr 
amongft us. 

** In tftofe happy thnes when) the bkfliDd 
conftitution of tba iwd emmets' was well 
known and anderfbod ^ when ifs hwa 
and privileges were pfoperiy rcTtftdy 
honmnrcdy and obfcrved ; Ae peace, ptof" 
pcri^, and fafety of the peopje wae its 
fittk, its greateft, andr its nobkft taw, to 
which all ranks and degrees of emmets 
paid a mod chearful as well as abfi»kifie 
(Obedfcnce. A fecond noble principle 

which 
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ti^ch adorned At emtnetoonftituticmwas 
a proper luid regular fubordinsitioxl of ranks, 
from the fovereign to the labouring eihmet^ 
who nlaintained bis family^ afid fupplied 
his granary with the work of his own 
hands* 

^' The great and powerful ants conti- 
niially extended their protection to all be- 
neath them within the fphere of their 
authority and influence, that they might 
feverally enjoy their pittance with fafety^ 
eafe, and comfort ; whilft the latter, with 
grateful ftntinients, acknowledged the pro- 
te£Uon, and chearfully contributed theit 
utmoft to ennoble their protefiors^ to hO«< 
ndur their virtiiss, and fupport their dig-» 
nicy ; fo that frMt the feverciigli himielf to 
the meaneft lord or patrod of the fdoft re-^ 
tired receflbs of the colony, their mild pa^ 
rental gerernnient comrnasded reverence, 
refpe£b, and love, from all bentath them i 
and tdl ranks being fully perfaaded of the ad* 

vantages 
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vantages they derived from Aich hunuiie 
and equal laws, were united in one com- 
mon bond of love, humanity, and mutual 
friendihip, from a firm perfuafion, that the 
general welfare coincided with the private 
good and fecret happinefs of every indivi- 
dual, and that no conftitution can be at 
all perfect or good where the meaneft fub- 
je£l is liable to oppreffion, or the greater 
and more powerful ones are kt loofe to 
trample under foot and violate its laws and 
fanflions with impunity. 

*< At that time it was the pra6lice for the 
fovcrtign only to acquaint his people with 
his wants, as they arofc from feafon to fea- 
fon, for the protcftion and fupport of the 
ftate ; and being perfuaded that it was the 
fame thing to afk as to receive from his tru- 
ly grateful and afFcflionate fubjefts what- 
ever appeared needful for the fupport and 
glory of the flate, he never, when the 
public wants required their afliftance, in- 
dulged 
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dulged his apprehenfions of imaginary dif- 
trefles fo far as to cajole his people in or*, 
der to gratify a rapacious minifter or his 
own more rapacious minions, and perfuade 
them to give more thai? his real wants re- 
quired ; nor did he ever wifh to mortgage^ 
at a great and inconvenient expence, what- 
ever they thought proper to ' affign out of 
their granaries and ftores, the more readily 
to fupply his prefent imaginary neceffities, 
without ever indulging a thought of ever 
again difcharging the incumbrance, or en- 
tertaining the leaft, apprehenfion that the 
public faith could be drained fo far, or the 
thread of credit drawn out fo fine as fud- 
denly to fnap in twain, fb as to fink this 
happy conftitution in compleat ruin and 
deftrudion, never to be recovered from, ex- 
cept by a total and abfolute annihilation of 
thofe immenfe incumbrances laid upon his 
fubjeds by the arts of his favourites, for 
the fupport of their own grandeur, influ- 
ence, and power. 
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♦* In tbofe happy time«, th« «i*fter of th^ 
hUlock woul4 »Qt permit biforidf to be pre-* 
yailfd upon by the contriv^nGCf of sioy 
liich to p^iiude bs3 happy people to btif'^ 
thea tbemfelve^ and their gr^tmm wUh 
troableftmie mhI uiuieoel^y loadSf Hi 
create th^eby an unlimited truft, aod % 
ierviJe confidenee in any of h}9 .deJi^atefft 
to enable them thereby to Jttk hk people 
with a rod of iron, eftabliibiiig thi^oifelves 
and their power at the exp^ce ef th^ 
£sllaw^fttb)e£b wealth and ftoreboutes* 

^' But alas ! whatever was the happy 
condition of the red emmets in former 
times, thecaie with them at this day is de- 
plorably altered for the worfe : The chain 
of dependence and fubordination is totally 
diiSpated and broken through entirely in 
every link and every divifion ; the com- 
mon good, welfare, and advantage of the 
colony is reduced now only to a very infe- 
rior confideration ; the Summum fionum 

in 



in avieiy inodem eianiet'^ tb^eafi^ fh^ clljfif^ 
the«iafter paffion which mw |)neifail8m 
jth^ir cpiiftitii|l;ion» k ^ «oh«gp and ill 
iCheir granwQS : ^af^ foipie^finifiaot is-dbr 
hA pf ^tn javRinigft ^dKim all» fnm die 
Jhigheft to the k>w^ft dif^gire tif mwnmt^ 
idiattothts ii^ttaUeipaSoa, Sir,idieymtt. 
i&cdfice ;iiioft teadily DjMnion, juD^udioeiy 
celigion, paffioo, juajT lenen fkme, mepwift- 
rtion, :vrirttie, and fevflrjr tkingdUe (that wik 
formeriy lauda&le and pni&^woitlqr 
-througbout the hinocls;) Jtnd that owithoiit 
-the leaft remocfe jor anguifltof i&id. 

^ A large .andtsnelliiUeGt 'granary kno^r 
(Of infinitely .mareivalue than all .'thofeoU^ 
fiafluoned vivtues and grapes put:logcjtbery. 
which fome ages ago wereadintheliiftoiy 
of the emmet world, attraded the admira- 
■tioo, venecattQU, and leftccm of all ;tiie wif& 
and nc^le aiiK»qgft lfaem« Integuty, biAyr 
JionouTt friondfiiip, private affi»ftion, all 
are Aodiing, all are but vanity and vexa* 

tion 

4 
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tion of fpirit to every red emmet who hath 
the leaft ambition to enlarge his granary, 
or make a figure amongft his neighbours: 
nay fo generally, fo univerfally hath 
the contagion fpread, that it hath invaded 
every corner of this once happy hillock, 
and infe£led even the moft retired parts of 
the colony, fo as to become the chief, if 
not the fole fpring of a£tion to emmets of 
all denominations amongft us : it hath 
even acquired fuch a ftrange power, and 
afiumed fuch a magical influence over them 
all, as to change the colour of their veft- 
ments, the Ibape and colour of their cock- 
ades ; nay even the complexion both of 
their bodies and their minds are fubjeft to 
its predominant power, fecret influence, 
and fovereign fway. 

" It hath acquired the uncommon pow- 
er of changing the very political taftesof 
all, to new model and new mould their 
religious as well as their civil fentiments, 

and 
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and opinions ; to fix the ftandards of every 
righteous, polite, and virtuous pradlice; 
to appoint emmets, formerly the warm 
patrons and proteSors of the blue ribbon, 
as directors of the public affairs and con- 
cerns of fuch emmets whofe glory has 
been in a ribbon of yellow ; to fix em- 
mets, who fpurn with fcorn at the idea o£ 
a Providence prefiding over the emmet 
world, at the head of the rational reli- 
gion and the religious policies of the 
ftate. 

■ 

** So that fa^^ion being thus completely 
confounded, difmayed, and difcomfited, 
by the total rout and deftru£lion of party 
fpirit. Corruption might have a larger 

' opening, and a more eafy and agreeable 
accefs amongft us, to acquire a proper 
and becoming influence in the ftate, as 
meeting neither contradiction nor oppo- 

' fition in her career. So that the foul 

fiend acquiring full pofTeilion of the 

Vol. II. G minds 
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mmds and hearts of the whole colonjr, 
lawyers and petty-foggers becoming 
priefts, and priefts afluming the habits, 
reafbning, and chicanery of the lawyers, 
the knights of the white rofe lifting them- 
felves under the banners of the yellow. 
Anarchy might reign triumphant, and 
Corruption teach all her minions td en- 
tertain this mighty truth without remorfe, 
or the leaft (ecret filent fhame and con- 
fufion, That Jhlning fand alone can conftitute 
the true and genuine happinefs of fvery ju£' 
cious emniefi foul ; and that it is the fole 
true foundation of the choiceft and moft 
valuable graces and virtues. 

*' Hence all rational, wife, and induf- 
trious emmets are at laft perfuaded by 
thefe magic wiles and arts, that (hining 
fand ought to be the greateft objeft of 
their wiflies and defires, their inclinations 
and their labours, and the moft fuitable 
and convenient ftuff they can be poffeft 

3 of» 
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of, to polifli away, or glofs over every* 
blemifh ; to colour all inequalities and 
roughnefTeS) both of mind and body ; to 
fmooth and fupple every emmet's joints, 
and communicate that influence, weight, 
and addrefs, which they think fo neceflkry 
to complete the happinefs of every emmet 
foul of fpirit. 

** This univerfal princii^e hath intro^ 
duced amongft us all its concomitant train 
of attendants, avarice, bribery, vena- 
lity, faithlefihe£i, frauds 6ver-»reacfaingy 
deceit, lying, ntiliilg, baekbitihg, nip-> 
^pfing, fcrat^hing, and, in (hort, every 
other fpecies of conduA that can poffibly 
proceed from the heart of that emmet who 
has made the gKtcering mifchief the Ai- 
preme duty of his ibul, and a well-ftored 
granary the fovereign lady of his affec- 
tions, the fj^ing and (burce of every ir^* 
regular paffion^ dcfire, and appetite^ 

G a « Hence 
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bliihed to protest and prefi^rvc even the 
meaneft fubjed from the encroachmentt 
of fuperior power and rnigfit, 

^^ From hence then, as from a glorious 
center. Sir, let us exert ourf^ves with 
becoming fpirit, to fpread and diffufe the 
(hining bleffings J-ound about us ; let us 
embrace the noble opportunity to con- 
vince the world about us, that every dit- 
tinguiflied virtue, every true grace adorns 
us, and that we prefer not the glitteptog 
glorips of a well filled granary to the love 
of opr (bvereign , of our country, and ouf 
fellow- emmets. Let us defpife the futile 
(uccedaneous medicines that have been (o 
artfully prefcribed for the diforders of the 
colony. Let us rejett all fuperficial re- 
medies, as totally inefFeQual for the pur- 
pofe ; and (hew throughout the hillock 
that we are animated, as one foul, with 
every grace and virtue that can adorn an 
emmet's mjnd. Let us begin with a ra- 
dical 
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dical and ^ReStual procefs, to root out all 
the feeds of diftemper and diforder from 
amongft us, and reftore that free and or- 
derly fubordination of ranks, orders, and 
degrees of emmets, which ought to fubfift. 
through every part of our native hillock* 

^' Let us manifeft tbflt the love of our 
colony's welfare is our greateft and our 
fupreme delight, to advance and promote 
which, our wifhes, our labours, and our 
reafonings, fhall ever be devoted and di- 
re£ted ; and that every individual of us^ 
without exception, have fuch an honeft 
and prevailing love and afFeiSlion for our 
native foil, as to unite with one mind and 
Yoice to remove and banifb all the griev- 
ances that afflidl us* 

*' For a purpofe fo amiable and excel- 
knt as this, let us begin at the foundation 
of all the mifchief^ and by our authority, 
influence^ and example, teach all around 

G4 ua 
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us to root out that felfifli diipoiition 
which hath fo greatly tainted the minds 
and the pradice of all ranks and all de- 
nominations in the colony. Let us begin 
the example ourfelves, by laying by our 
bawblcs, our gewgaws, and our rattles. 
Let us fell up our hobby-horfes, and begin 
each of us to treafure up fome few grains 
of corn, for the relief of our public ne« 
ceffities and wants. 

** Let us, particularly, dire£t our firft 
care, above all other things, to demolifli 
that gaudy academy which hath fo long 
attrafted and enfnared fuch numbers of 
our brethren by its falfe charms and fpe- 
cious allurements ; but, in reality, hath 
been the chief, I could almoft prefume to 
fay the only, fource of our misfortunes, 
and the fole fpring of alj our diftrcfles. 
Let us difmifs from the public fer- 
vice, with the (hame and difgrace they fo 
richly deferve, thofe celebrated matters 

of 
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of difcipline who have been folong main* 
tained there at an immenfe expence, to cor- 
rupt the fpirits and vitiate the fouls of our 
youth, to fap the vital principles of our 
happy conftitution, and, in the ehd, to 
overturn and utterly deftroy ft. 

*^ Let us. Sir, endeavour by our ex- 
ample, and fteady pra6tice, to teach all a- 
round us to baniffa from their granaries 
all marks of luxury, extravagance, and 
wantonnefs. Let us teach the labouring 
emmets all around to excel in juftice, di^ 
ligence, induftry, and frugality ; and let 
us make it a chofen point with us all to 
encourage them in the acquifition and ex- 
crcife of thefc virtues, by effeftually fe- 
curing to them a becoming proportion of 
the fruits of their labours. Let us with 
the utmoft deteftation and abhorrence, 
avoid the horrid praftice of ftripping our 
dependents and our vafTais, and the la- 
bouring emmets, of every fort of all th^ir 

fuperfluities. 
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Iuper(luitie»9 and plundering their grs^ 
xsaries from time to time, for the only 
purpofe of encreafmg our boards, or gra* 
tifying our extravagant, luxurious, and 
licentious humours, and fupporting and 
maintaining the mod egregious follies. 

•* By our own cEconomy and wifdom, 
let us introduce plenty into every part of 
our native hillock, and teach our depend- 
ents with becoming pleafure to contribute 
their feveral proportions to the iame happy 
purpofe. 

•' Let us then proceed to extend the 
fame virtues to the management of the 
public granary and treafure, retrenching 
with the utmoft care all fuperfluous lux- 
ury and extravagance there; fuppreffing 
all fecret frauds, deceits, and impofitions, 
both in the payments and receipts thereof;, 
and honcftly applying every thing allowed 
l>y the great council of the colony to the 

true 
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true purpofes.for which it was defigne^^ 
and no other, without the leaft treachery 
or guile. 

■ 

** But above all other things, permit me. 
Sir, to recommend it as the moft falutary 
ilieafure that can be purfued for the true 
happinefs and glory of our native hillockj^ 
that we immediately take doutn and de- 
ft roy the windmill, as the moft pernicious 
contrivance that ever was invented to en<* 
creafe and enlarge the public expences/ \ 
and aggravate jthe burthens and diftrefles 
of the ftate. 

^' Let it be dem<JKhed to atoms imme- 
diately ; let it be committed to xbc flames^ 
and the afhes of it difperfed and fcattered 
abroad at the pleafure of the winds to every 
quarter of the emmet world ; for when* 
ever this is efFe6lually done, I dare prefuma 
to prophefy, that our conflitution fhall 
then recover her ancient vigour,. We ihall 

then 
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fhrn have no occafion to lay conftantly 
heavy foarthens upon the inJuftrious em- 
mets, who are both the fupport and bul- 
wark of our country's fafety, and our glo- 
ry. We fhall* then never find ourfelves 
under the diftgrceable necefEty of purfiiing^ 
arbitrary, artful, or unconftitutional mea- 
fures, to fupply the pretended wants and 
neccflxties t)f the colony : and by thus re- 
trenchmg^ and lopping ofF all the polidcaf 
luxuriances that have drawn out the vital 
fap of the colony for the fupport of them- 
fijlves, wc fliall be enabled to make fix mif- 
lions of wheat and barley grairrs fufficient 
to anfwer the purpofes to which eighteen 
millions have been propofcd to be employ- 
ed, under the guidance of an artful^ felfi(b, 
or corrupted admi^iilrationv 

•* Thus will the public wants andne- 
ceflities be exceedingly leflcned ; the real 
calls and occafions of the colony be readily 
fupplicd ; the f^ifety, peace, and profperity 

of 
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©f every part wifely provided for, maifttaifl- 
ed, and preferved ; and all be united in one 
ileady univerfal contribution from their 
own feveral induftry to the public wealthy 
health, and aggrandizement; and aJl enjoy 
as their jufFre ward, a proportionable ihare 
of the fruit of their labours, for the en- 
crcafe of their own private comfort, prof- 
perity, and happinefs, and the great inv- 
provemeat of their domefiic eafe and peace. 
And by thus taking away all unneceflary 
incumbrances, we fhall be put into thebeft 
methods we can fall into, to remove thofe 
various heavy clogs which lie like a dead 
weight upon our -trade and commerce, 
chiefly arifing from unreafonable and exor- 
bitant taxes and impofitions ; fi>that every 
track of communication being laid open^ 
plain, and free, our intercourfes may be en- 
larged, and our commerce improved to 
fuch a degree as to encreafe the natural re- 
venues of the ftate in fuch a large and dif- 
tinguiihed manner, as to enable them^ with- 
out 
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out other affiftance, fully to fupporc ttie 
cafe and ftability of governmeat^ the true 
grandeur and glory of the foveretgn, and 
produce at laft the complete recovery and 
health of the ftate. Let us then trifle thus 
ihamefully no longer, but proceed to de«> 
molilh without the leaft remorfe or regret 
thefe wretched fuperfiruduresy and root 
out thofe dreadful excrefcenccsp^ which h^t 
fo vilely and bafely deformed^ perverted, kni 
corrupted the true and wife maxiifis and 
laws of the colony. 

** Let induftry be rewarded, oeconomy 

of the right fort be encouraged 5 let that 
boafted academy be reduced to aftes ; let 
the fhameful windmill, the caufe of all our 
forrows, be deftroyed and given to the 
winds ; let all private feliiflineis be bankhed 
from our colonies and hearts ; for then I 
pronounce we (hall again, Sir, fee happy 
times; and each emmet, even of the mean* 
eft degree, poffefs his little hoard and gra-^ 
nary in joy, fecurity, and peace." 

Warmed 
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Warmed with thefe patriotic fentiments, 
the chief feemed defirous to expatiate at 
large upon the means of reftifyipg and re- 
moving the peccant humours of the flate* 
But the novelty of his propofitions, an4 
the unheard of audacity of his views, fud- 
xienly excited fuch a confufed noife and tu« 
mult amongft the members of this auguft 
aflembly, and efpecially the friends and 
partizans of thofe doughty chiefs who bad 
fo warm^Iy delivered their fentiments on the 
other fide the queftion, and had been fo 
feverely treated by Lichopinax, that his 
voice was fwallowed up in the dire confu- 
iion, and he found himielf obliged to fit 
^wn, however abruptly and againfi his 
w\ly in filenGC. 

The fovereign being immediately in* 
formed of the violent tumults, diforders^ 
2nd difturbances that diftra^d the coun- 
cils of the aflembly, immediately difpatch- > 
«d his orders by the proper officers, to dlT-. 

fplve 
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folve the afiembly, and command them all 
to retire in filence and quiet to their refpec- 
live homes and granaries, till he, in his 
royal wifdom, (hould think proper to iflue 
out a frefli fummons, commanding their at* 
tendance at the grand council of the colony. 

Whilft the aflcmbly were feparating^to 
their refpe&ive homes, in obedience to thia 
command, the Sylph addrefled Eugenia 
with a fmooth and ftill voice and accent in 
the following terms : 

*^ Thou feeft, mortal, the varied confu* 
fions and difordcrs which, by the indul- 
gence of inordinate and irregular paflions^ 
are introduced into the emmtft world, to 
difturb its tranquility, perplex its policies, 
and deftfoy its peace. Thou canft not 
have avoided obferving, in the courfe of 
thofe debates which I have introduced thee 
into the hearing of, how artfully the great 
and mighty emmets of the hillock can (bel- 
ter 
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ter their ambitious, haughty, felfifh, and 
felf-interefted defigns under the fpecious 
coverings of the royal authority, the fove- 
reign's glory, and the welfare of the em- 
met world and ftate. 

** How fpecious do their reafonings feem 
to be ! But to an impartial mind^ and a 
found underftanding, how futile muft all 
their arguments appear ! as the only point 
they aim to carry is to accumulate frefh 
loads upon that burthen which has been 
very long too heavy for the conftitution to 
bear, without tottering and trembling, 
and at laft fmking under the intolerable 
weight. 

" What a melancholy thing muft it ap- 
pear to thine own heart, Eugenio (which i 
know to be a good one, and which, if thou 
wilt perfevere to obferve my direfiions, I 
will ever maintain and improve in good- 
nefs) to refle<ft that the beft and moftbene- 
VoL. II. H ficent 
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ficent of all the fovere^ns of the emmet 
world Ihould be compelled to repofe a con- 
fidence in th^ moft artful » interefted, and 
defigning people of his Yailals : that the 
neceflities of the flate {houJd oblige him to 
confult or truftfuch fort of emmets chiefly 
whofe main view ever is to enlarge their 
granaries out of the public fpoils, and bj 
every means of private oppreffion, violence, 
and rigour in their power, to enfiavc aU 
ranks and degrees of their fcllow-fubjefb, 
and plunder them of thofb various privil^i 
and comforts which it is his con Rant wifli 
and glory to communicate and enfure, 
even to the meaneft emmet in the hillock. 

" How muft his good, gracious, and be- 
nevolent foul be diftrafted, whenever he is 
told, that by the fecret machinations of the 
falfe- hearted people about him, he is un- 
warily made the innocent means of diftrefe 
and mifery to any of his fubjeds ; and that 
his facred name hath at times been profti- 

tuted 
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tilted to Aipport tyranny^ aml>ak>fi) ava- 
rice, cruelty, nay^ and even the treachery 
and falfhood of his own imrtiedrate fef« 
vants ! 

** Oh, Eugenie, my bes»rt yearns wiihki 
me for his happinefs and his troe glory 
as the father of his country \ 

** May the Suprenic Governor of ihe 
world ibed hrs benigneft influences upon 
* his head^ and enable him to expel at all 
times from tke foot of bis throne, and Che 
jradiance of his faroirr, alt fuch falfis-^ 
hearted emmets as fhall fecretly confpire to 
pcryert his moft benevolent and moft gra- 
cious purpofes in fuch a dreadful mamisr^ 
to the ruin, deftruftion, and mifery of fuch 
jiun^bersofhts (uhjcAs ! 

" But hold, Eugenio ! a gleam of light 
beams in upon my foul, and on a fudden I 
feel myfelf inspired with the nobleft hopes 

H 2 and 
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and profpeAs that our united prayers and 
petitions to the Great Sovereign of the ant 
creation fhall not be fruitlefs ; for fee, 
Eugenio, yonder goes that fecret chofen 
band whom neither rods, nor whips, nor 
fcourges can intimidate ; whom no bribes 
can biafs to relinquifh the real interefts, or 
forget the real welfare of their native hil- 
locks. Not all the fecret machinations of 
thofe whom thou feeft caballing in a fecret 
corner, to overturn or elude their patriotic 
fchemes and defigns, (hall have the leaft 
efficacy or efFe£t, whilft they continue 
united in the glorious caufe, and animated 
with a warm and ftrong afFedlion for vir- 
tue, integrity, honour, and the love of their 
fellow-emmets and their native foil. 

'* Infpired with fuch glorious fenti- 
ments, they will continue clofe combined 
together, to re-eftablifti the {battered con- 
ftitution, to reftore life to the decayed and 
mortified parts, and health to thofe which 

are 
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Tac infe£ted and difeafed ; to root out and 
expel in time its oOier dangerous humours 
and diforders, and teach their fellow-em- 
mets to know and underftand thefe great 
and momentous truths. That however fel- 
fifhnefs, knavery, bribery and corruption, 
pride, infolence, haughtinefs, ambition, 
cruelty, and the whole catalogue of vices 
maydebafe a people, and reduce to the 
brink of deftrudion the beft fyftem of go- 
vernment and fociety ever known in the 
emmet world ; yet difintereftednefs, ge- 
neroflty, public fpirit, true and unblemifh- 
ed honour and faith (hall fave a ftate from 
ruin 5 and prudence, ceconomy, piety, re- 
ligion, and private virtue, fhall again raife 
and reftore its glory, and enfure to it a 
return of its original happinefs and per- 
fection. 

« Obferve that tall, flender, well-look- 
ing ant, Ejugenio, whom thou feeft at the 

H3 head 
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hold of their confulutions ; remark die 
QlteoneTs of his countenance, and the frank- 
nefe of his air and mien ; obferve ths oblig* 
iDgnefs of his deportment to all benearii 
him. That emmet, though diftingttfflied by 
the higheft and nobleft advantages both of 
Honour, birth, and fortune, derives neither 
grace nor glory from fuch external, adven^ 
tttious circumftances ; but by the noble- 
ncfs of his own foul, and the magnanimity 
of his own heart, rifibth fupcrior to the 
mgftt diftinguiflicd honours, and rcflc^A 
a luftre upon that very grandeur and dig- 
nity which is efteemcd to confer upon fuch 
numbers of his fellow-emmets of a meaner 
call, not only all the temporal honours and 
dignities they affume to themfelvcs, but 
aUb a fancied idea of a godlike frame and 
exiftence, without which to (upport- them, 
they would fuddenly lmVdovrt\ to t^e moft^ 
contemptible fuuMion %^si^^^^^T^^,^« 
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^ Such is the diftinguiflied ant fele£ted 
by the hand of Providence to be the guar- 
dian and faviour of his country. Behold 
his companions ^ obferve how the glorious 
fpirit of liberty and freedom beams in their 
eyes, and illuminates their countenances, 
fo vaftly reverfe to the gloomy afpe£ts of 
thofe felf-interefted emmets whom thou, 
mayft *difcover (kulking in corners, and 
caballing together to recover their loft gra- 
xiarjes and hoarding-places ; whofe minds 
3re animated by the worft difpofltioned 
Gnomes that are permitted to harrals 
^nd in£eft the emmet world and conftitu- 
tion ; whilft, as thou plainly feeft by that 
faculty whicb I have conferred upon thee, 
my brother Sylphs are, with the utmoft joy 
and pleafure, fluttering round thdr chofen, 
their beloved charge; animating their fpi- 
rits, enlarging their ideas, directing their 
judgmentSj and af&fting them continually 
in every mental improvement which has 
the leaft tendency to adorn their favourites, 

H 4 or 
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or fpread the bleiSngs communicated to 
tbem far and wide around them« 

*^ Rejoice with me, Eugenio, at the 
delightful profpeft now before thy eyes, 
and join with me in the beft, the wa^eft, 
and moil ardent wifhes for the profperity 
of every falutary defign and fcheme 
which- they (hall encourage, or refolve to 
put in execution, for the reftoration of 
the public tranquility, the glory of the 
fovereign, and the welfare of the ftate; 
for the leflening and diminifhing the pub- 
lic wants and diftrefles, and enlarging the 
means they are contriving to relieve the 
jnduftrious ants from thofe dreadful bur- 
dens, fo enormoufly accumulated by (hal- 
low, fliort-fighted, rapacious, and cor* 
rupt diredors and adminiftrators, 

" May they, whilft they are glorioufly 
employed in relieving the diflreffes of the 
ilate, be ever inclined to direft their be^ 

nevolent 
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nevolent attention to the eafe, the com- 
fort, peace, and quiet of every individual 
deferving emmet, within the fphere of 
their obfervation ! 

'' May their fouls abhor the favourite 
fyftem, now fo much in fafhion among(( 
their adverfaries, of wrapping up their 
vaffals and dependants, like fo many mum- 
mies, in fwaddling-clothes ; and then by 
means of artful and dexterous agents, 
writhing and twifting them, when thus 
enveloped, into all (hapes and forms^ till 
they conftrain them to promife to fhed 
every drop of blood and fweat in their bo- 
dies, for the fupport of their matter's ex-.- 
travagance and infolence, without a mur- 
piur, or the moft fecret groan ! 

*' May the hearts of this chofen band 
be humanized by a nobler ftrain of mo- 
dulation than thefe modern times can 
feem to boaft of ! May they rejoice to fee 

their 
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their vaflals flouriih in plenty, proTperity^ 
and cafe ! May they take pleafure, at all 
times, in encouraging their induftry, by 
fecuring to them the juft reward of all 
their toils and labours ; and may the glo- 
rious fyfiem of mutual affe£lton) con- 
nexion, and dependence, which formerly 
was the nobleft bulwark of the emmet 
conftitution, be again reftored ! May the 
patron and the vaflal, in every comer of 
this happy hillock, be both devoted from 
the nobleft motives to the inter^ of li- 
berty and their country's welfare, and 
fteadily united in a reciprocal law and af- 
fe^^ion for the mutual fupport of one 
another ; the vaffais gratefully acknow- 
ledging the patrons generous protcdion 
and munificence, by all thofe ferviccs that 
are fulted to their ftations, and becoming 
their conditions ; and the patrons by their 
humanity, gcnerofity, and beneficence, 
protcfting their dependents in the fecure 
and peaceable enjoyment and poffeffion 

of 
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of their dimifiutive granaries and ftorc* 
bou&s ! 

*' May thej never fuffer that blood- 
fucking generation of horfe-leeches, whidi 
have, of late years, fo ftrosgly attached 
themfelves to every great and powerful 
emmet, and now begin to be confidered 
as even neceffary not only to their com- 
fort ^ut their e^^ftence, as neceflary as 
dieir beft and moft inward clothing, be 
no longer let loofe to bite, fcratch, and 
devour their inferiors without remorfi^ 
and without mercy ! 

** May they have the fpirit to keep all 
fuch continually chained up, and curbed 
with bit and bridle, as evil, but nece(Eiry, 
implements, to whip suid fcourge the pro- 
fligate and abandoned emmets only, and 
reduce them again by difcipline to their 
diligence and their duty ! But may they 
fuffcr no leech to come near the honeft, 

4 uprightjj 
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upright, and induflrious emmet, t< 
up bis granaries, to ranfack his 
and his (lores, to plunder away th 
of his induftry, and fuck out, at I 
vital blood, to gratify his own prit 
lice and rancour, hatred and fpl 
for fome fecret fellilh views of hi 
to ppprefs and crufli the leaft ind 
emmet in the hillock ! 

*' May a mutual intercourfe i 
offices between the high and t\ 
the rich and the poor, make 2 

vermin an unnccclTary burder 
thereby cement the peace anc 
quility of focicty, that all ma; 
in the noble pradlice of enlargin 
granaries by honeft and virtuo 
thods alone ; to open, extend, ; 
courage every track of commu; 
with the different parts of the hill 
the moft upright, faithful, and 1 
able dealings ; to cflablifli commci 
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its true foundation, a mutual attention to 
the various, real, or artificial wants of one 
another, without cozening, over reach- 
ing, biting, and nipping; and fcorning 
to aggrandize their native hillocks, them- 
felves, their granaries, or families, at the 
expence of public or private faith, honour, 
and integrity ! 

*' May they, according to the expreffive 
language of the black emmets, their 
friends to the weftward, brighten up the 
chain which links them together in mu- 
tual love and friend(hip, by every aft of 
generofity and beneficence, and a conftant 
intercourfe of all good offices, that can 
endear them to one another as fcllow- 
fubjeds of the fame mild and gracious 
fovereign ! that the bleffings of this 
happy conftitution may be preferved un- 
touched, entire, and uncorrupted ; and 
the benign fpirit of true and generous 
freedom of foul, with all its genuine con- 

fequences. 
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feqttetice8) may be delivered down in the 
moft generous manner, and effeStuMy 
iecured» even to the lateft pofterityj tbat 
the mild fovercign who now rules the 
cc4ony, may not wear a crown of thorns, 
through the perverfenefs, vice, villany, 
or knavery of his fubje£b ; but by their 
integrity, benevolence, and public fpirit, 
may it ever be adorned with the moft pre- 
cious of all jewels, jewels infinitely fu- 
perior in value to the glittering emerald 
or the fparkling diamond, the precious 
jewels of peace, tranquility, and prof- 
perity ; and the pofTeffion of that greateft 
of all glories, that nobleft of all cha- 
radlers, the being the mild and gracious 
father of a happy, quiet, and a grateful 
people. 

** Such, Eugenio, are, or ought to be, 
the ardent prayers and wifhes of every red 
emmet, who is true to his principles, and 
affectionate to his country j and fuch, I 

truft. 
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truft, are the chofen band fek£)xd out by 
Providence to iave and redeem a finking 
nation ; notwitbftanding the difficulties 
which will be thrown in their way hj 
the fecret machinations of traitors, and 
fuch iaKe-hearted ants as will facrifice 
every tiding to their pride, their avarice, 
and their lufts. It is eafy ior me to fee all 
their dtfliculties : I hope it will be no lefs 
eafy for me and my brethren to obviate, 
and remove them all. Let me point out 
fome of the;m to thee, Eugenio. Obferve 
their private cabals, they are too plain 
and obvious to be concealed : they are 
even at the prefent moment gathering in 
corners, and rallying their routed firength 
to counterad and overthrow the judicious 
defigns of their opponents, whom they 
oppxobrioufly term (tho' with the greatefl; 
injuftioe) their fupplanters in the favour 
of their fovereign, and the government of 
the colony. 

« Obferve 
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** Obfcrvc that knot of emmets fo clofc 
knit together, in a retired corner-; thcjr 
are the chiefs of the cabal. Grieved for 
the lofs of their fecret hoards, which are 
now intended to be laid open for the be- 
nefit and emolument of the public weal, 
they are at this moment fetting every en- 
gine at work to pull down and demolifli 
the ftruflurc which public virtue is now 
raifing for the protection and defence of 
the colony, and concerting every fecret 
contrivance in their power to fap its found- 
ation, and totally overturn it, to the entire 
ruin of it all. lo^ 

** I know, Eiigcnio, thou loveft thy 
own country, and moft fincerely wiflieft 
its fame, welfare, and glory, I will take 
thcc nearer, that thou may ft the more 
clearly fee by the conduit and behaviour 
of fuch pernicious emmets as thefe are 
before thy eyes, what dreadful confe- 
quenccs muft, even amongft thy fellow- 
beings. 
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»ings, arife from {faeltering fuch harpies 
I the bofom of government, whofe chief 
appinefs confifts in the deftrudion of 
rder, the perverfion of truth, and the 
ital confufion of all faith, principle, ho- 
Dur, and virtue. When fuch arc fuffercd 
» prefide and attend at your councils, and 
if uft themfelyes into the moft awful and 
lemn aflemHies of your people, what 
m ye'expeft, except anarchy, diforder, 
amih*, treachery, both private and pub- 
:, xapine, peculation, and every other 
ce which can infeft a nation where 
ickednefs ts not oniy r mrived at, but 
irmitted to reign in high places, and fuc- 
rfsful villany to rid« triumphant thro' 
mr ilrccts ? 

•* Obferve that knot of emmets yonder, 
ow dofe they are knit in confukation 
igcther. — But hold, Eugenio, I will carry 
lec a little nearer yet, that thou mayeft 
: made fully fenfible to what a fuper- 

VoL. II. I lative 
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lative degree the malice, infolencey and 
pride of an emmet's mind is capable of 
being carried, when hurried on by the 
heats of paffion, and the wild, irregular, 
and unmeafurable failles of ambition and 
revenge. 

" See, they are even now flattering 
themfelves, that notwithftanding the feem- 
ing appearances againft them, the fyftem 
they have fo artfully reared, and fo long 
fupported,and which hath been fo ably and 
fo wifely contrived to cnflave the whole co- 
lony ; (not to the fovereign, Eugenio, no, 
there is no fear or danger of that, but to 
themfelves, who have made and created 
themfelves and their minions, by the fyftem 
ofcorruption introduced and eftablifhed into 
all parts of the hillock for a generation paft, 
the neceflary governors and direftors of the 
fovereign's noble and beneficent fpirit) will 
eifedt the execution ofthefecret, private, 

7 partial, 
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partial, and interefted fchemes of their own 
narrow, contrafted fpirits; They feem 
afTured, that the weight of debts ; the 
knavery of contra£fe j the love of tyranny 
in the inferior departments of the ftate ; 
that univerfal, uDmeafurable felAflinefs fo 
fuccefsfully fixed in the hearts of all the 
red emmets, of almoft every rank and de- 
nomination ; that venality which is the cer- 
tain confequence of immoderate felfiflinefs ; 
that corruption which is the favourite 
daughter of luxury and luft ; the frequent 
life of the gaming-tables which are in 
iaQiion amongft the wealthy emmets, as 
much as among you mortals of a nobler 
cad ; the fudden neceflities which even the 
great are fometimes reduced to by a run 'of 
ill fortune, or the fuperior management of 
a fet of iharpers artfully combined toge-- 
ther to e(Fe£t their ruin ; all thefe dread- 
ful difeafes and diftempers of the body- 
politic they deem tj^eir fheet • anchor ; 

I 2 and 
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and upon the continuance and progrcTt 
of thefe evils and vices tbey byild their 
cboiceft hopes, that notwithftanding all 
the efforts of the juft ofid righteous 
patriots of the colony » notwithftand- 
ing their difinterefled fchemes and falu- 
tary defigns for the reftoration and main- 
tenance of public faith, public peace, and 
public profperit)s their patience (hall have 
its perfed work at laft ; they (ball fee, and 
that ere long, the utter downfal and de- 
ftru^lionof thofeairy phantoms which the 
falfe glafles of pbilofophy have transform* 
ed into real fubftances, and reprefented as 
the greateft bleflings of the emmet world. 

" TTiey truft to the natural depravity of 
the emmet heart for the fpeedy reftoration 
of themfelves and their minions, with a 
fevcn-fold luftre, to the throne of power ; 
and that every effort which liberty and free- 
dom may make to re-eftabli(h themfelves in 
the hearts of the emmet world, (hall the 

more 
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^inore largely contribute to theif own gIo»- 
jy, grandeur, and aggrandizement, by lay- 
ing thefe their mo:^ mortal enemies open 
.to aiore cruel and deadly ftabs ; and thus 
enable them mpre effectually to fink them 
.|dl {o deep in the pit of deilrudlion, as ne- 
.yer to rife again to counter^ their 
fchemes, and difappoint their views of raid- 
ing themfelves to .the pinnacle of f;^jie an4 
grandeur, and difpl^^ing their glprifc^ as the 
wanton, lordly, abfolute tyrants of the red 
emmet world. 

" * 

<' Secretly animated with fuch baleful 
profpeifls, they fit patient and gloomy, 
hooding over the deftrudtion of the colo^ 
ny, flattsering ^mfdvjEis in fecret, that the 
4ime ihall fpeedily ;irrivp whentbeyihall 
iparn their ^Kij^ies from their patriotic 
heights, and trample under foot all their 
^topi^n fth^m.es Qf reformation ; at pre- 
•fcnJt contenting themfelves with fecret- 

1 3 ly 
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ly countcrafting their dcfigns, counter* 
working their views, and artfully under- 
mining the principles of faith, truth, inte- 
grity, honcfty, gcnerofity, and religion, 
originally implanted in every emmet's 
bread, by prefenting to their view the glit- 
tering appearances of (hining fand, as the 
fole foundation of virtue, religion, happi- 
nefs, and glory, and as the Summum Bo' 
num or chicfeft good of every emmet's 
foul. But I hope and truft, Eugenio, that 
all their malicious and flagitious fchemes 
and counfcl^ fhall be dir.<ppointcd and de- 
feated, and return with the trucft juftice 
and fcrvcrcft vengeance upon their own 
heads, and that the fupreme governor of 
the emmet race will defeat all their machi- 
nations, and empty the vial of his ven* 
geance upon them, to make them fignal ex- 
amples of the fatal cfFefls of rapacity, co- 
vctoufncfs, pride, unmcafurable ambition, 

and 
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and Inordinate f^lf-love : And that fo long 
as there fhall be a righteous fovereign. up- 
on the throne, and ten righteous men 
in his realm, the happy conftitution fhall ' 
preferve itfelf in the midft of the moft vio- 
lent agues and convulfions ; that it will 
naturally (hake off its peccant humours, 
and the SalusPopuli ihall be its ialvation. 

*' If thou loveft virtue, Eugenio, thyfel^ • 
and thy country, join with me in the wiih ; 
for as fure as public virtue, integrity, be- 
neficence, and generofity of fpirit> exalt a 
nation and make a people happy, fo furely 
will the contrary and c^pofite vices gradu-* 
ally bring on the deftrudion of all peace^ 
order»and profperity, in every community, 
whether it be in the world of emmets, or 
a fuperior order of exiftences, fuch as hu- 
man nature boafts and prides itfelf to be/' 

. Here the Sylph concluded his harangue; 
and taking the philofopher up as he had 

done 
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done itrfore^ be f4<faifDly iir^porUid bm 
to thr ^uQf pbfie li»^ wkcnce he hroughi; 
bw ; Mi ftgnifyting tbftt ^ liad r§fi$ivt(i 
ti^e pr4«f ^ ,<;^ bis (^gtum u> Ip^c him ^ 
himfc\{»ni bis own mflfiftionsforati^fimt 
be gently fct him doivxi^ ami theo iaitnc- 
4Utely vaniditti oi|t jof his fight. 

The philofopher recollefling the hillock 
jjuft uocUr his ittt^ and enraged at the 
dneadful piibure the S)4pb had dnwn of 
that depravity and corruption wkicb had 
invaded and filled the minds of a particular 
cabfd of the red emmets againit the inno- 
cent, the quiet, ^nd peaceable parts of the 
colony ; and being fully fatisfied, that they 
were fo exafperated at the late overthrow 
of their meafures as to fiick at nothing 
which fury and rage could infpire, to put 
their deftru^live fchemes into full and corn- 
pleat execution ; rouzed with refentment 
at their dire attempts, and warmed with a 
fervent ^al for the protection of the wor* 
2 tbier 
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thier and more beneficent part of the hil- 
lock, he determined to crafh all their 
wicked defigns in the bud, and by one da(h 
^f his foot, to root out and totally anni- 
hilate fuch a vile and abandoned race ; 
when immediately advancing to ftrikc his 
foot againft that part of the hillock, with a 
view to extirpate without exception every 
noxious ant, he gave it fuch a violent 
blow againft one of the bed-pofts as awa- 
kened him out of a profound fleep, when 
the philofopher found, that all the bufy 
fcenes which had fo ftrongly pofTefled his 
imagination were ideal only, and the 
whole rhapfody but the Phantafm of a 
Dream, 
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Page 14, line 7* for metal read nettle ; p. 19, 1. 1 1, for 

^all ttaAftate ; p. 54, 1. 17. for heart read beat \ p. 6^ 

1. 20. add their ; p. 69, 1. 21. for exalt read exahin^ j 

p. 81^ 1. 10. for rational read national ^ p, 83, L l8» lor 

^ty read Deity 3 p. 107^ 1, lo, add ro« 
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